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WER Hat Sacred Book 
which furniſhes 
our -Preachers 
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Gr eat c Part of their Diſcourſes 
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on them , being the Subject a- 

bout which I am to entertain 
You., I preſume it will not 
much ſurprize You, if what 
I ſhall Say in repreſenting to. 
You ſome Conſiderations on 
That book , reliſh more of a 
Sermon than of a Letter of 

Complement. And indeed it | 
would ſo little become a Per- 
ſon that writes Of my Sub- 
jet, and With my Deſign, 
to Startle at the very Begin- 
ning ſuch Readers as he de- 
fires to Find or Make Devour, 
with any thing written 1 
the Wonted ſtrain of Epifles | 
Degicatory : and the Nature 
of the Treatiſe ,” to which 


ks 72 Mt vw 


this Paper is 
allow ſo Little of that, where- 
_ of Cuſtom,on ſuchOccaſions, 
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is wont. to challenge ſo 
Much ; that [ſhould ler this | 
Book come forth Undedi- 
cated , were it not that the 
Motives that induce me to 
Addreſs it to You, are of 
ſuch a Nature , that I hope 
that meerly by a plain Re- 
preſentation of them, I may 


Comply with what makes 


me look upon this Dedica- _ © 


tion asa Duty, without De- 
parting from the ſertous De- 


 fign I propes'd to my ſelf in 


the Dedicated Book, AL- 
though then ſuch Readers, - 
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| waving — Your Wri- 
tings , {hall caſt their Eyes on 
mine ,- wall I fear think 1t -a 
bold Preſumption in me to 
addreſs i Diſcourſes  concer- 
Ning a Style to a Perſon ſo 
much and- ſo juſtly applau- 
ded for His; Yet as ſeveral 
Reaſons engage. me to pre- 
ſent You theſe Thoughts, ſo 
the fear of paſſing y 8 Pre- 
ſumptuous for ſo doing , ob- 
lges me to. Mention ſome of 
| thole Reaſons; Whereof 
the firſt ſhall be , T hat your 
Rindneſs For , and your Re- 
ſemblance 1n many particu- 
lars To, T heophi{ns, makes me 
plten Phanſi that | am yet 
_ Enter- 
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ny ——_ Rare Pare | 
ſon when I write en the 
behalf of the Scripture unto 


You. Who may allo, I pre- 


ſume , Wok As. -: 


my. Second Reaſon ) that 
when ſeven. or. cighe Years 
ago, I ventur'd to ſhew You 
Divers of theſe Papers, with 
others ( that I yet ſuppreſs) 
belonging to the ſame 'Trea- 


' tile, You were pleasd to 


give me ſuch a Permilsion, 
that in caſe they ſhould ever | 


þe made Publick , I might 


Addreſs what 1 hed "EE 


ten at your. Friend's. deſire 


particularly to Y ou, as [ took. 


tor an Engagement , if nat a 
A 4 Come 


gm w__ 


arm. 


Colbie So He how un- | 
like ſoever the beynkggl f 
* Treatiſe is to that Beſt of 
Books it would Recom- 
mend 7' yet fince You have 
thus made the Preſent Ad- 
dreſs a Duty , 1 muſt elect 
rather to Betray to You my 
Weaknefles , than not Mani- 
{eſt my Obedience. And to 
theſe , *I muſt' fubjoyn 'this 
Third* Conſideration, (more 
prevalent perhaps with me 
- - than Both the former) that 
(Cas a homely Digger may- 
 tThew a Man a Rich Mine 
| whatever the Book may be 
+ that I Preſent You , that 
{ - which I Recommend to You 
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TT Dedicator ry. 
- is a Mitchleſs one ; and will, if. 
ſo Diſcerning a Reader ſhall 
' Pbring as much Aſstduity: as 
Capacity to diſcover ; its Pre- 
rogatives, appear fo Worthy 
Jof what have {aid of it ,:thar 
[ allow my ſelf a. Hope . , the 
| following Conſiderations. will = 
| prove:ſo Happy as either to 
Endeat the Scripture to You, 
or, (by not appearing Such as 
[io Good a Subje&t would ſug- @o 
geſt to.a Good Pen, ) A +4 
| You' to ſubſtitute Bawer w..' 47 
their Rooms. And 1n.either 
lof theſe Caſes, I hall not 
[have Cauſe toRepent of ha- 
[ving Writtenthem ſince they 
will prove Serviceable either 
| to 
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to the Book-or to the Man t> 
whom I moſt deſire to be lo. 
And this Hope I muſt again 
own to be the Chief In- 
ducement of my venturing 
to preſent a Fragment © 
an: Unpoliſh'd Treatiſe to a 
Perſon that 1s wont to Write 
ſuch as are ſo Eloquent and 
Accompliſh'd in their Kind. 
For though ſevere and not 
incompetent Judges of Com- 
polures of this nature , have 
been pleas'd to give theſe 
Papers no dilapproving 
Character ; Yet ſince I pre- 
ſent them to You , the Chief 
thing I dare pretend | to in; 
. them, 1s only (as theSing- 

| | ins 
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Kcarory.' 
ing rare ow W., 1s wont 
by an unheeded Indignation, 
nico Engage the Poſleſſors. of 
| rare Voices to make. them 
of admird,) by diſcloſing my 
A Zeal and Inſuffictencies , to 
a] Invite You toReſcue ſo Ex- 
© 
{ 


| cellent a, Theme as. the Scrip- 
ture, from ſo.Dull a Pen ag 
* Mine ,. by employing your 
| Happy, one in its Defence 
. | and Celebration 3 Or,Gif your 
Partiality ſhould make you 
place any value on ſo Un- 
| hniſh'd a Piece) to! convince 
.|you how capable, of Bars 
; 1houghts my Subject 1 Is, 
us being -able to-turnih FA 
| Barren. a brain as Mine with, 


Accep- 
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Acceptable ones. And cer-|y 
tainly , your Pen having nor 
Leſs ſervd your Fame , than] 
either your Sword , or your|] 
Employments C how high[]] 
ſocyer ; ) it could not but 
| bring the Scripture more 
than a Few of the moſt Wit- 
ty 'and lIlnftrious Votaries, 
if That Eloquence were Em- 
ploy'd to Enamor them of 
that Divine Book, that hath 
made them ſo generally in 
_ Love with your Celebrated 
Partheniſſa. 1 will not re- 
preſent to you ſo pious an 
Exerciſe of your Rhetorick 
and Mule, as a Duty, forfear 

of 'Leſſening the Diſ-inte- 
OR OP COTS reſsdnels | 
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r-Ireſsdneſs of the —_— 


olment I recommend to 


I COU, 


n[by implying,that You cannot 
r] Decline it without a Fault. 
bh] 1 {ball rather invite your Pen - 


to Prefer it ſelf To, and Grace 
Religious Subjects , by aflu- 
ring You , that as there are 
none more Worthy of your 
Pen, 1o there are Few Pens 
mere likely to Succeed upon 
ſome of. them than Yours. . 
Thoſe handſome Eſlayes 

your Muſe hath charm'd 


me with upon ſome Parts of 


the Bible , have given me 


Longings equally great and. 
juſt, co ſec her, by a Devo- 
tedneſs -to fuch Heavenly - 


Themes, _ 


Themes , 


to Do, whae {he doth alwaies, 


fricceed Well. Andas rich 


Burning- glaſſes, though we 
cannot make the Sun ſhine, 
yet when he Doth iomch, 
lafe us his Heavenly Beams, 
we can with thoſe Glaſles 
both Encreaſe Light and 
Heat, and Carry and Settle 


them here and there as we 


ſee cauſe ; ſo though with 
Wit and Pares , their Poſ- 


ſeſſors could - fiever have | 
been | 


As: Hh opy- in the 
Choice of her Subjeats as ſhe 
1s-wont 'to be in the Embel- 
liſhing of them , and to have 
her make that her Chief Fm- 
ployment , wherein *tis Beſb 


| 


© 


/ 


 Ihcen able to Engage God to 
end forth his Light and his 
[ruth ; yet now that Reve- - 
ation | Hath diſclosd them , 
End now he hath been pleas'd 
ſo make them Radiate in his 
[Heavenly Word , men may 
[with Knowledge and Elo-. 
[quence happily Recollect 
hoſe Scatter'd divine Beams, 
and Uniting them in Partt- 
cular Subjes,, and Kindling 
with them the Topicks pro- 


Der to Warm and Work on. 

our Aﬀections, may power- 
ffully Ilnftrate Truths and 
IEnflame Zeal, Towards the 

latter end of the enſuing Pa- 
fpers you will find fomerhing 
= | ſaid 
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|  faid to perſwade our Theo. 
philus , that the choiceſt Poe 
tical and' Rhetorical Orna- 
ments, may without Jnjury 
to their Luſtre , be Employ'd 
about ſuch Subjets as may 
be choſen in the Scripture : 
But more and Better things 
to the ſame. purpoſe , hav: 
ſinge been ſatd by our Ingen! 
ous Friend Mr. Cowley , who 
not only has employ'd mucl] 
Eloquence to perſwade that 
: Truth in his Preface to his 
| © Poems, but has in One of 
 __ them given a Noble, Exam 
ple, and conſequently a 
| Proof of it. I need nat cell 
. . You, I mean his Davidets, © 


Work 


Ia Cath yY -.— 


o- * Work __ Way ofi Wiidng 
| which fince your Mule has 
already thought fic- to Cele 
brate , I hope {he will here- 
after think fit to Imitate. And. 
this I wiſh the more ear- 
neſtly., becaule it hath been 
5 abberd., that Secular Per- 
'4 ſons of Quality Cof whom I 
MH have elſewhere occaſion 410 
AN name Divers) .are generally 
N much Succeſsfuller in VWri- 
J ting of Religion ;| (to Gen- 
l5 Es eſpecially ) than Scho+ 
MJ laſticks or Men in | Or- 
ders ; net only becauſe their 
Sryle and way of . Writing 
obſerv'd to have in : 1t 
fame pleaſing Fe ne ſcay 
» - quay, 
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quoy , ſomething of Eaſie 

Genuine and Handſom that's 
peculiar to It , (differing 
from Regular Eloquence as a 
Good Meen doth from Beau- 
ty) and Reliſhes of the native 
Gracefulneſs wont to - attend 
on what they Do'or Say ; but 
becauſe: their "Writings at- 
tract More Readers by the 
Author's GConſpicuouſnels , 
and make Deeper Impreſs1- 
' ons 1n them, by being ſup- 
posd more Dilſ-intereſsd , 
and lookd upon not as Sug- 
geſted by their Profeſsion or 
SelEends, but at the Sincere 
Dictates of their Unbridled 
ſouls, For my part, o_ 


, PETS as 4 "4 _ , 


+ ": 


I am not fo happy as to be 
much concern'd -1n all / the 
precedent Conſiderations ; 
yet thoſe! that -you will find 
| towards the End. of the lon- 

geſt Digreſs1on 'in the fol- 
lowing: Diſcourſe, have been 
ſo Prevalent with me , that 
though ſome very Fair and 
very. 1; Perſwaſive Perſons 
( whom. perhaps I need not 
name to You) did, when I 
was writing the - annexed 
Treatiſe , labour to. divert 
my Pen' to ſome more 
Youthful and more Faſhi- 
onable Compolures , by flat- 
tering me with a perſwaſi- 
on , that in thofe Attempts 


_ 


"men PF 
of that Nature 'T had for- 
merly Occaſion to make , 'E 
was not- altogether unlucky 3 
YetI, that would bring .my 
ſelf to prefer to a whole 
Wood of Bayes-, the leaſt 
Sprigs of the Tree of Life, 
am 1nclin'd 'to think , that a 
Chrifttan may poſstbly: find 
2 higher Satisfaction in Per- 
ſwading men to Pay praiſes 
to the Scripture , than in Re- 
ceiving them from all the 
World beſides ; and* would 
think it more Deſirable, 
( were the-| Choice His ) 
to Diſcountenance prophane 
Writ, than live Unrival'd in 
| theGlory of it, And though 


for | 


| for my own — fach 
| :a Temper be, I fear, moremy 
| Am than my Attainment ; 

yet when 1 write of Sacred 
ſubjects, I had rather a Book 
of mine ſhould reſemble the 
Moon , which, though ſhe be 
bat Sinall, lels Elevaced ; and 

_ full of imperfections , leach 
yet an Uſeful Light to Men, 

__ and produces here and there 
«Noda that obeys a Hea- 
venly Influence; than a Star of 
the: Firſt Magnitude, which 
though more High , more 
Vaſt, - and more Flawleſs, 
{hines only bright enough to 
make. 1t' Self |Conſpicupus. 
Fardon: me therefore , My 
6  Bg Dearcit 


cern for Religion and You 
have made me Importunate 
in appearing ſo eagerly Soli- 
citous to ſee your applauded 
Pen Sanctify'd by, and Adorn 


the Beſt of Subjects : to En- 


gage You to which, if theen- 
ſuing Diſcourſe may but be 
ſo fortunate as in any Degree, 
or upon any Score, tocontri- 
bute any thing , Iſhall either 
noteſteemit a Trifle , or not 
m_ the having written 

For it 1s not - Aran lo 
Deſpicable a piece of ſeryice 


as may be imagin'd, ta Endear 


by particular Conſiderations, 


an —_ ns (and how 
much 


CT - 1 —_ 
| Deareſt na ha ifmy Con- 


— 


| much more = TIS 
ble Book the Seripture ?)) to. 
a Perſon capable of Diſcove- 
ring and making Liſe of the 
Rare things it contains. Ts 
which purpoſe I might offer 
| you divers more ſerious In- 
ſtances, bur ſhall only at pre- 
ſent (alittle to Divert you, ) 
take ' this occaſion to tell 
you, that Ben . Johnſon pal- 
ſionately complaining to a 
learned Acquaintance of 
mine, thata Man of the long 
Robe , Whom his Wit had 
rais'd to great Dignities and 
| Power, had Refus'd ro grant 
him ſome very Valuable 
thing he had Begg'd of him, 
B 4 , Con- 


concluded with yin with 
an upbraiding Tone and Ge- 
ſture to my Friend ; Why the 


ungrateful Wi rerch knows 


very well , that before he came 


to Preferment , Twas the Man - 


that made him Reliſh Ho- 


race. But to return to the 


following Book , Though 1 
hope you do not think me fo 
Vain as to:doubt that it 1s fuf- 
ferd' to come abroad with 
Impertetion enough to need 
my Excuſes and your Par- 
- don; Yetfince the Treatiſe it 
ſelf-is ſo unmeaſurably Pro- 
Iix (for a Part of an Eflay,) it 

were' unfit the Addreſs of it 
ſhould be fo too ; and give 


your 


Deatcarsr | 


your Patience as great an Ex- 


0, YA Y.. ys, 5a: 


erctſe upon the' ſcore of its _' 
Quantity , as uponthat of its 
Quality : And therefore, re- 
ferring you for what I might 


{ſay of Apologetical, to whaeT 


fay to the Reader; I ſhall only 
adde, That though in Epr- 
Ales Dedicatory ., Cuſtom 
hath made it a kind of Rude- 


| neſs notto Expatiate in Prai- 
| | ſes and Conclude with Com- 


plements; and though what 
You have Acted and what 
You have Written might 
ſupply a Perſon leſs con- 
cern'd than I , with Matter 
for a' Panegyrical Addrels - 
yet fince | told You at-the 


Begin- _ 
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"The Epiſth T 
Beginning of this Letter , I t 
ſhould rather Preach than? 
Complementin it, and fince|( 
Praiſes fit to be aſcrib'd to 
my Lord of Oryrery, would be 
unfit to be aſcribd him by 
| his Brother; And ſince allo, 
"were ſcarce more Uneaſie for 
me to make You any other 
than Seeming Complements, | 
than "twere Preſumptuous 
to addreſs Any at all to ſo 
oreat a Maſter inthe Art; I 
ſhall both decline Prailes, 
which not to ſeem Flatteries 
where You are Not known, 
would perhaps be thought 
Detractions where you Are; 
and venture 'to Conclude | 


this 


T|this Letter as I have Begun 
11and Continu'd it , without 
+ |Complement, upon the ſcore 
) [of being Without , if not 


a Above any, 


F - 
My Deareſt Brother, 

p | 

; : Your moſt Aﬀectionate 

| Brother, and moſt 

Faithful Humble 

| Setvant, 


Ropzar Boris, 


[The Author having with the Followiag DiCſ- 
-- courſe ſent- the Publiſher a. Letter, which 
...contains almoſt All the Particulats\ that 
would be Requiſite tobe taken Noriceof in 2 
Preface, it is tho! ht fit to Premiſe inſtead of 
- It, the Leteer itſelf , as it was Addref(s'd to 
Mr, P.P., 4.6.F.1, (to favour whoſe Mas 
deſtyheis not now more Openly nam'd.) 
SIR, 
TRE Ou will perhaps think it 
Mm Strange. that a Perſon Obſe- 
quious enough to Thoſe he 
Loves, ſhould be able ta Holg 
WM out ſo Lorg againſt the Im- 
al Portunity of two ſuch Power- 
x : ' ful Sollicitors , as my Wil- 
lingneſs to Own a Veneration for the Scripture, and 


my Unwillineneſs to Deny Tou any thing, But if you 


will oive me leave to Acquaint Tow with the Conſi- 
FE derations 


To the Reader. | 


' der ations that have hitherto Diſſmadedme from thei 
' Publicationof the Papers Tow Preſs for, Tow will 107 
| preſume rather marvel at my Reſolving at - to} 
Comply with Tour Deſires , than that T have been 
ſomewhat long Contefting , before 1 could take up! 
fo Oppos'd a Reſolution, Firſt then, the Treatiſe 
of which the Papers You Deſire make 4 Part , was 
7rritten nine or ten Tears ago,when my Green Touth Þ 
anade me very Unripe for a Task of that Nature ;W 
whoſe Difficulty Requires, as well as its Worth De- 
ſerves, that it ſhould be handl'd by a pay rs in 
whom Nature, Education, and Time have happily 
Match'd a Senile Maturity of Fudement with 4 
Youthful F izonr of Phanfie. Next , the Diſcourſe 
1 have mention d , being Written to a Private 
Friend who, put me upon that Tack , 1not onely |f 
had a Theme of Anothers Chooſing Impos'd upon 
me, for which he was pleas'd to think me much more 
Fit than T had reaſon to think my ſelf,but was by the 
Freedom allowable among Friends tempted to vent 
and expreſs my Thoughts. with more Negligence, ÞÞ 
than were proper to be made uſe of in a Solemn Diſ- 
courſe intended for Publick View, The contrary. 
of mhich were yet very requiſite for a Perſon , who | 
though he have by T know not what Unhappy Fate, | 
been caſt upon the learning Divers Lanenages, has 
yet too great a Concern for the Knowledge of P 
Things to be a diligent or ſollitous Conſiderer of P* 
Words; and ſowas more fit to write almoſt of any 
thing , than of a Style , or of Matters Rhetorical; Þ 
| Be- | 


« i To the Reader, | 
helltefides, that my Eſſay touching the Seripture, ha- 
[ x oing not been all Written in one Conntrey , but 
toporily in England ,. partly in Another Kinedom, 
ex [and partly too on Ship- board , 'twere ſtrange if 1n 
up (obat I Writ, there did not appear much of Uneven- 
f wſs , andif it didnot Betray the Unleiſuredpeſs, 
os fend Reliſh of the Unſett dneſs of the Wander- 
th hive Author 5 who by thus rambling, was reduc d for 
(Want of a Library to comply with the Requeſt of 
2. Wis Friend, who was more deſirous to receive from 
Fe Author, Apples and Pears growing in his own 
chard, than Orenges and Lemons fetch'd from 
weign Parts : whereby 1 was condemn 'd not to- 
Enrich my Diſcourſe with what I might have Bor- 
10" d of Real and Y aluable from the Bloquent Com- 
ſures of more happy Pens, But theſe, Sir, are not. 
all the Determents that Oppos'd my Obeying Tow 5 
For beſides theſe Diſadvantages with. which the 
Diſcour ſe it ſelf was Written;that Part of it You de- 
mand, muſt appear with a Peculiar as well as Great 
Diſadvantage : for in an Entire and Continud 
Diſcourſe the ſeveral Parts .that compoſe it, do mu- 
vally afford Eight and Confirmation to each other: 
And therefore,though whatſoever T here preſent You 
 Ponching the Style of the Scripture had been Writ- 
ten altogether in ſome One place of the Diſcourſe, 
 [phereof it makes a Part ;, ' Yet I could not Diſmem- 
' Per it from the reſt without. a great deal of Tnjary, 
1 welltoTt, as to thereſt of the Treatiſe, But this 
ps 208 the VPorft of my Caſe ; For though 1 didin 
One 
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-  Qne park of my Eſſay of the Scripture more Profefsy, 
|: - forges my 5/9 e Conſideration of us Styleyfr 
yet, becauſe divers things were Interwoven even inſih 
this diftinct Part, which were not ſofit for PublickYif 
View 3 And becauſe that in divers of the other Parti 
of my E(ſay,T had here and there frequently enongh,||1; 
| Occaflon' to ſay ſomething of the Same Theme , 1fh, 
have been Obliz'd, that I might Obey You, not oneh|h 
#0 Diſmember, but to Mquele the Treatiſe Tox pers [1b 
' #s'd, cutting out with a Pair of Scizzers here a|), 
whole fide, there half, and in another place per«|ur 
haps a Ruarter of one , as I found in the othew 
parts of. my-Diſconrſe, Longer or Shorter Paſſages ,|li 
that appear'd to relate to the Style of the Scripture, 
that I might give you at once All thaſe Parts of my01 
Eſſay, which ſeem dto.concern that Subject, Amin, 
though I have here and there by Dictating to an[(f 
Amanuenlis inſerted ſome Lines or Words, to make 
the looſe Papers leſs Incoberent , where [ thought 
it eaſic to be done , yet in mapy others 1 hautfo 
 enely prefix'd a ſhort black Line , to the Incoherentcu 
Paſſages, if 1 found they could not be connected 
with thoſe 'whereunto I have joyn'd them, without: 
ſuch Circumlocation as either the Warrowne(s of 0 
the Paper would not my » Or my preſent Diſtra- 11 
ctions ( which you know are nat a Few) and tht 
Weakneſs of my Eyes would not allow of, For tallſs 
compleat my Onfitneſs to obey Touwith any thine of [[* 
Accurateneſs, I muſt taobeyyou at all ,* do it,, both 
when 1 have other Compoſures in the Preſs , -_ . 
_ 1 


, To the Reader,” 
ef when the Diſtemper in my Eyes makes me ſo {ar 
exffrons Daring to T, _— the Papers I ſend Tos, 
infithat 7 might Alter them according to the E x1gency 
if Tour Deſign in them, that I durſt not ſo much as 
rh lndthem over but with Anothers Eyes, To which. 
bEImuſt add, that beſides all theſe Diſadvantages 1 
Iſheve already mentioned , 1cannat bat foretell that 
the fofowing. Diſcourſe may prove obnoxious to 
"ihe Cenſures of differing ſorts of Readers , and 
r a particularly to thoſe of Cuurtiers , for too Neglected, 
1=[and thoſe of Criticks,for too Spruce a Dreſs, By all 
enyhich I preſume Tow will be eaſily induc'dto be-' 
5 lieve with me , that I cannot: Expoſe the Papers 
e, [Tow deſire ſo much to their Diſadvantage and my 
vows, without ſome Exerciſe of Self-Denial : Since 
a nithout needing much Foreſjeht 1 may well Ap- 
mwiprehend.,, that I ſhall hereby hazardthe Loſs of the 
telmoft Part of whatever little Reputation ir this 
Nature any of my former Moral or Devout Com- 
#[poſares may among Favourabie Readers have pro- 
of cur d me, | 
4 But by this time, Sir , I ſuppoſe not only that You 
aFbave left Wondering at my making ſome Difficulty 
fo put the Annexed Papers into Your hands,but that 
fi owe Tow and my other Friends an Account why 1 
4 now Conſent to a Compliance with Deſires which 
#B/uch Powerful Conſiderations would diſſwade my 4ſ- 
Renting to. | 
ol My firſt Inducement then to what I do, is the 
{{avourable Charatter that You, and ſome other very 
| | C | Comm 
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Competent Fndges have been pleas'd togive me of 
theſe P apers , and eſpecially Tour therenpon preſ- 
fing the ir Publication upon me 4s 4 Duty wherett 
1 ſtand oblig'd to thoſe Many Readers whom yas 
would have me think likely to be Benefited thereby, 
For in ſuch Caſes where Knowing and Sober Per- 
ſons think there is a great Probability of a Diſ- 
courſes doing Good, it is not impoſsible but that 
an Unnillingneſs to have it Publiſhd , may not [4 
much proceed ont of Modeftly , as from ſome Secret 
Pride ,. almoſt as unjuſftifiable, as if a Phyſitianl , 
ſhould refuſe to come abroad upon an Urgent Occa|| | 
ſion,becauſe he has not his Beſt Cloaths on , or is ntl ; 
Carefully Dreſs d, And therefore when I incline tal 
make with you a Caſe of Conſcience of the Mat, 
ter, I think my ſelf Oblig d, what ever my Private] | 
prone may be of the Succeſs, to do my Dutygh;, 
anal - 
Y 
h 


eave Events totheWiſe and $ overaien Diſpoll , 
er of them, Tis not, that I have the Vanity to ex-||; 
pectthat I ſhall convert Obſtinate and Reſalv'd Ca- 
willers , nor much Inſtrutt the Great Clerks : Butl ; 
ſince 1 have nat yet met with ſuch a Diſcourſe as 1]; 
intended mine to be; And ſince the greater part of the 
things 1 have written in it will not perhaps beelſe- þ 
where met with; I hepe that what 1 have ſaid, mall; 
not be Uſeleſs ts thoſe wha bave conſider d the Sub- ( 
Jett 1 Treat of Leſs attentivelythan I have done,andl | 
may » if not Procure a Veneration for the Scripturtl| , 
in thoſe that are Altogether Indiſpos'd toit , yet atÞp 
leaſt Increaſe , or Confirm it inthoſe that have a F 
ready 


To the Reader. 


ready entertain'd it; and furniſh fuch Dewvout Per- 
fons with ſomethingto Alledze on rhe Scriptures Be- 
"0 half, who are better furniſh dwith Aﬀections than 
Ul with Arguments for it, And I the Leſs Scruple to 
1 allow nry ſelf ſuch a Hope , becauſe you have been 
''f pleis'd to make not onely to Me,but to Others (uch a 
Jl Mention of the following Papets , that after Your 
all preference of them tothe other Picces of Devotion 
Ji Tou have yet [een of mine (without excepting that 
Oh Diſcourſe of Seraphick Love, which yet has had 
all the luck to be ſo favoarably Entertain'd by Readers 
«} of all forts,) I ſhall confeſs to Tow , that as Some of 
Oh thers do now appear very much Diſlocated and 
Marvel d, ſo Others were Penn'd with more Care 
U-] than any other of ty Writings about Matters Theo« 
iT logical, And indeed I conceiv'd my ſelf Oblig d, 
W #n point of Gratitiide as well as Duty.to ſpeak as Ad- 
OY vantageonſly as I could of the Scripture , becauſe 
VN if 1 may without V anit) make ſach an Acknew- 
I ledement , I ain ſenſble I have been Benefited by 
Ul, and might have been much moreſo , if I had 
1h beep as diſpos'd to Learn as the mutchleſs Book is 
t qualifid to Teach: And I Confeſs to You alſo,that 
-] fnce the Phyſrological Writings 1 have been induc'd 
Of to publiſh of late ,, and the 7 of Studies towhich 
"[(for Reaſons to be told Tou at a fitter Opportunity) 
al 7 ſeem at preſent to be wholly additted to, make ma> 
'F ay look upon 7e 4s 4 Nataral:ſt, And fince ſome io 
a Perſons, as well Phyloſopbers as Phyſicians,have ei- 
Fl ther Fandtily , or at leaſt indiſcreetly given many 
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Mem occaſion tothink that thoſe that being ſpeculss 


rhvely Studions of Natures Myſteries depart,as1 of- 
ten do,from the vulgar Peripatetick-Philoſophy,and 
eſperially if they ſeem to favour that which expli- 
cates the Phenomena of Nature by Atoms, are in- 
clin'd to Atheiſm, or at leaſt to ans unconcern aneſ; 
for any Particular Religion. Since T ſay theſe things 
art ſo;I was not unwilling t0 lay hold of this Oppor- 
tunity to:give a'tublick Teſtimony , whereby ſuch 
45 do not know me may be Satisfied, ( For I pre- 
ſume all that do know me are [o,) that, if 1be a Na- 
turuliſt,'tis poſsible to be ſo,withoatbeing an Atheiſt, 
or of Kin to it, Andthat the Study of the Works of 
Nature has not-made me either Disbelieve the Aus 
thor of them, or Deny his Providence, or ſo much as 
Diſefteem his Word, which Deſerves our Reſpect up: 
on'ſeveral Accounts, and eſpecially that of its being 
the Grand Inſtrument of Conveying to usthe Truths 
and Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, My Embra 
cing of which I know not why I ſhould be Aſhaw'd ti 
own,ſince 1think I cantoa Competent & Vnprepoſ- 
ſeſs'4Fudee givea Rational Account of my ſodoing 
To all ths I might ſubjoyn (ome Apolegies,which 
might perhaps ſerve to Prevent , or withdraw thi 
Cenſures of ſopze ſorts of Readers, ; 
For to Criticks and Philologers I could repreſent 
Partly,that I have not a little Impoveriſh'd my Dif: 
wn by making uſe of Books to ſhun the Repetition 
of what I found Obvious already. Partly,that when 
wrote the Eſſay of which the enſuing Treatiſe is 4 


Piece 


. To the Reader; 
[as | Piece , 1 hadthoughts of annexing to it Aunotati- 
of- | ens, wherein I hop'd to Tlluſtrate, and by patticalay 
ad Inſtances to Exemplifie,divers of thoſe things which 
le ſhould appear to require it ; or which elſe the Rea- 
n- | der might ſuſpect 1 have Shightly conſider d, becauſe 
eſs} 7 ſeems to make but a Tranſient Mention of them, 
2:0 4ndpartly too that IT ignor d not the ſtricter Inter- 
r= pretations given by Modern Criticks to divers 
<<} Texts by me alledg'd, but that { not having Op-. 
ef portunity to Criticize) I was content to uſe them in, 


a-Þ| their Receiv'd , or Obvious ſerie :. and have {emer 1 
ft, 
x 


times Employ d them but by way of. Allaſion.,. ras © 
fl Arcuments Ad hominem ( wherein ſome of my, 
Readers are like to Acquieſce, though I do not )\ - 
and '{ometimes rather us'd them to Expreſs than 
pf Prove my Thoughts, And indeedin theſe Popular 
Diſcourſes which are not Written, For,nor tobe Ex- 
amin'd As, Regular Diſputations , Menuſe not [0 
| much to look whether Ewery thing be a ſtrict Truths 
| 4s whether it be Proper to perſwade or impreſs. the 
Truths they wouldincalcate : and eſpecially in Com- 
ol poſures of the Nature of this of Mine , Men have 
_ been rarely. ceuſur'd for being ſometimes even In- 
i duleept to the Exigencies of their Themes. Thoſe 
| that require more of Method than they will here 
to find, may be Advertis'd that much of this Scrib- 
ſj ble being deſignid to ſerve Particular Acquaintan- 
q ces of Mine, 'twas fit it ſhould inſiſt onthoſe Points 
They were Concern din: and that ( conſequently) 
| »#ch of the Seemins Deſultorine(s of my Meds 

& | C 3 an 
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To' the Reader. | 
ad Frequencyof my Rambling Excurſions havebeen' 
but Intentional & Charitable Digreſsions out of my 
Way , to bring ſome wandring Friends into theirs, fl 
and may Cloſely enoneh purſue my Intentions, evenly 
when they ſeem moſt to deviate from my Theme, 
And as for the Longer Excurſions which either Tos, i 
or other Fudicious Friends would needs have me 
teave here,and there, T have for the Eaſe of my Per- 

wſers Annex dtothem ſome Marks whereby theymay 
betaken Notice of to be Digreſsions , that as I Sub-( 
mit to their Fudement ,who think they may beUſefal u 
to fome Readers, ſo Imay Comply with my own Un- |; 
w:llingneſs,to let them be Troubleſome toothers,who 
by this means have an Opportunity to Paſs by if they: 
pleaſe ſnch as they ſhall not expect to find themſelves j 
(either uponthcir Own ſeore,or that of their Acquain- [(o 
tances) Concern'd in. Tothoſe of the Wits ,who hap- 
ning to be Difregarders of the Scripture may find (ir 
themſelves upon that Account us'd here with any [m 
 ſhew of $lighting or Aſperity , I may add to what I'Wii 
have already ſaid in the Papers themſelves that, It 
hath been,but as we Pinch,andcaft cold Water on the | d 
Faces of Perſons in a Swoon, to bring them out of it | L 
to themſelves again : T having done it with asharm-n 
ge 12.5 $0. 1615 Intentions , as thoſe of the Angel's 
As 127 XC (onention'd in the Ads) when he ſtruck f« 
Peter on the ſide,not to Hurt him,but to Awake him,'|r, 
Lead him the way out of the Priſon he was bound'|| d 
in, and Reſcue him from Imminent Death, Andif | 
that will not ſatisfie ſome of the Leaſt Fudicions, - 
. Fae 


' 'To'the Reader, | 

the Moſt Deſperate ( For others I expect to find Bet- 
ter Aﬀected or More Moderate) I ammwilling to 
Weave the Intelligent and Pious to Fudge between 
fliss aſſaring thoſe that are ſo much more jealous 
Bof their own Honour than of Gods , that as I Writ 
i Reclaim them, not to Deprive them of the Reputt 
of Wits, or Share it withthem, ſo I ſhall not over-- 
wch Deplore the being by them Deny'da Title, 'to 
which 1 have as little Pretenſion as Right, And 
to diſpatch ) 1 might add , That Orators may not 
Bunjuſtly bear with ſofhe Rudeneſſes in the Style of 
a Perſon that Profeſſes not Rhetorick, andWrites 
of a Subjeit that needs Few of her Ornaments, and 
Rejects Many, as Indecencies misbecoming its Ma- 
jeſty : and that Severer Divines may ſafely Pardon 
ſome Smoothneſs in a Diſcourſe Written Chitfly 

or Gentlemen , who would ſcarce be fond of Truth 
in every Dreſs , by a Gentleman who fear d it 
might misbecome 4a Perſon of his Touth and  Qua- 
lity Studiouſly to Decline a faſhionable Style, 
And if any Divine ſhould Cenſure me for Intru- 
dine upon his Profeſsion , and handling my Subject 
Leſs Skilfully than he would have done; IT will 
not Urge that to Write Well on this Subjett is 

a Task , which hethat ſhall try , will perhaps find 
far Leſs eafie than one would imagines, but I ſhall 
rather tell him, that 1 hope I may obtain his Par- 
don , by aſſuring him, that I ſhall be as little an- 
ory tobe Rettifi d in my Miſtakes , as to be ſhown 
the Way when I am Qut of it , and as little trouw- 
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| bl'd to have this Diſcourſe , that but skirmiſhes 
with Lazine(s and Prophaneneſs , Surpaſs d by an« 
other on the SameSubjett,as to ſee another Embracer 
of the. ſame . Quarrel come in with a freſh Regi- 
ment , toaſſiſt me againſt a Formidable Enemy in 
4 Conflict 1 were Engage d in butwith a Troop ; or 
b-ing Cannon againſt a Fortreſs , I had but Sakers 
ro Batter with, Yes , I ſhall be glad if my dim 
fhort-liv'd Match but ſerve to light another 
Brighter Torch, and ſhall think it a Happineſs, ts 
have Contributed, thoueh but thus Occaſionally, 
towards the Elucidation,.or Splendouy of the Scrip+ 
ture, And conſongntly tothis Temper 1 would be- 
ſeech any Reader, that mayſo much Want Learning 
as toneed (ucha Requeſt , not to Meaſure what can 
be [aid inthe Defence and Celebration of the Scrip- 
tures Style,by what hath inthe Following Diſcourſe 
keen Trac d by the callow Pen of a Travelling Lay- 
man. For 1 profeſs Ingenuouſly, that there can as 
little be an Unwelcomer as an Unjuſter Complement 
plac'd upon me ,. than to miſtake any thing that 1 
am Able to ſay, and much leſs what 1 Have ſaid for 
the Beſt that can be ſaid uppn ſnch a Subject, Nor is 
it my leaſt Encouragement to conſent tothe Publicg- 
tion of ſuch Incompleat Writings. that the Conſide- 
ratrons already Intimated will Probably keep my 


Readers from doing the Scripture , and their own | 


Fudement, ſo great an Injury. | NE, 
.. But Iſee 1have [a far Tranſgreſs d the Buunds of 
 . 4 Letter, that if 1 add any thing more of Apolog}, 
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if bat to Mind Tow , that. ſince your Perſwafions have + 
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- Some of them, and Weaken Moſt of the reſt : So if 
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ſo much Contributed tomy Expoſing the following 
Tratt, Incompleat as it is , Your own credit t« ſome- 
-what concern'd in it as well as Mine, | And there- 
fore I hope You will have a care that there be ng 
Faults of. the. Printer added to thoſe of the Author, , 
which de: ſolittle need Additional Blemiſhes,” And 
eſpecially that there paſs no Miſtakes of the Puntta- 
110n,: For in ſuch Compoſures as this , if the Stops 
be Omittcd, or Miſplac'd , it does not onely Leſſer 
the Gracefulneſs of what is ſaid, but oftentimes quite 
Spoil the Senſe, Andif by this Care of Yonrs (which 
Yonr Aﬀettion,both for the Subject, andthe Writer 
makes me Confident of ) and by the Authority of 
Your Approbation,I findtheſe Imperfect Conſidera- 
tions to be ſo Fawvourably receiv'd as todeſerve An- 
other Edition; it will perhaps invite me to put them 
forth Enlarg d,and Recruited with what I may meet . 
with pertinent to their Subject in ſuch other Papers 
of mine Concerning the Scripture, as T had not yet 
the Conveniency to get into mine own hands and look 
over, However , though I pretend not here to An- © 
ſwer all objections againſt the Style of the Scriptures 
Jet, as I hope, Thave been ſo happy as to Anſwer 


ethers that are More able will but Ensploy themſelves 
as Earneſtly in ſo Uſeful a Work , there is great 
hope that ſome Anſwering this Objection _— 
1 that 

3 


7 © "The Reeder, | 
'- that; and athirdanither, they may at length be al 
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of them _ ortlyreplyd to, And in the meanli:; 
time I ſhall think my Labour Richly Recompenc d,if* 
they either Procure,or Eſtabliſh a Veneration for the 
Scripture in any of my Readers,or do at leaft Encon» 
rage thiſe that are qualifi'd for a far more proſpe- 
, rous making ſuch an Attempt , to Undertake it, by 
* ſhowing cheſt of them that Know me,what were Ea- 

| frefor Themto do, whileſt they ſee what has been 
done even by me, whom ſure they will not think to be 
Half ſo much an Orator, as T hope fo uneaſic a Proof 
of his Obedience will make Ton think him, 


Sir, Y 
4h Your Aﬀectionate Friend: 


and humble Servant 


RoBztrT BorLe, 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Touching the 
S T Y L E 


Of the 
NH SCRIPTURES. 


===} Heſc things, Dear The- 
=> , being thus 


ſparch'd , I ſuppoſe 
© mily now ſeaſona- 


1 Sam. I4, 
V. 27, 29. 


= is wont to fignifie rheTthoice and 


mannerof an-Author'sexpreſſing him- 
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{larger ſenſe, wherein the-word. Style 


and diverting them from allowing] 


the Scripture the beſt way of juſtifyingJp 


it ſelf, and difabuſing them,” Than pl 
which ſcarce any thing can be moreſſ;; 
prejudicial toa Book that needs but toſſqi 
be ſufficiently underſtood [to be highly 
venerated, T he writings theſe men cri-J] 
minate, and would keep others fromfi{ 
reading, being like that Honey which 
Saul's raſh Adjuration with-held the 
Iſraelites from eating, which being 
taſted,not only Gratified the taſte, bur 
Enlightned the eyes, ; 
Now thoſe allegations- againſt the 
Scripture we are to examine-being-bur| 
t00 various, 'it will be requiſite for us, 
to confider the Style of 1x not inthe 
ſtricter acception , wheremian Authors 


+ ory 


=, 6. =, © 


diſpoſition of his words', but in thac 


comprehends- not only the Phraſeolo- 
gy., the Tropes and Figures made uſe 
of by a Writer, but his Method, his 
lofty or humbler CharaQey ( as Ora- 
tors ſpeak): his Patherical' or languid, 
his clofe or incoherent way of writing, 
and. in a,word, almoſt: all the whole 
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nel- Whetefote, though the Title of an 
ngFEſey prefixed! to this Treatiſe will T 


an 


re 
to 


ly 


is 


preſume invite you-toexpett from'me 
rather ſome looſe conſiderations than 
aby full and Merhodical diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Style of the Scripture; yet 
I hope you will not think-it ſtrange if 
ſo comprehenſive a Theme make this 
part of- the Effay diſproportionate to 
the others 5 eſpecially fince the nature 
of your commands and that of my de- 
fien oblige me to interweave ſome 
other chings with-thoſe that more di- 
rectly regard rhe Style ofthe Scripture, 


and particularly” to lay bold on all op- 


por-unities I can diſcreetly rake to 'in- 
vite-you to ſtudy much and highly to 
eſteem a Book, which there isnodan- - 
ger you can too much ſtudy; orefteem 
roo highly. , a og 

It has been a comon ſaying among the 


Antients, that even F«pzter-could not 


pleaſe all.But by the Objections 1 meer 
with againſt theScripture,Ifind thatthe 
true God himſelf is not free from the 
Imputationof his audacious Creatures, 
who impiouſly preſume to quarrel as 
well with his Revelations as tis Provi- 
dence.,and expreſs no more reverenceto 
what he hath dictated thanto "ny A 

oth, 
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2th, For not-now to mention what ig 
by Atheiſts and Anciſcriptufiſts alledgJ # 
ed to overthrow the Truthand Aythol ll 
rity of the Scripture (becauſeit is. nol Þ 
| here, but elſewhere ,, that we are td t! 
deal with that ſore of men ) evealſ 
by ſome of thoſe that Acknowledgy 2 
both (for with ſuch onely we have * 
now to reaſon ) there are I know naiff 
how many faults found with the Stylef I 
” the Scripture, For ſome of them are I 
pleaſed to ſay that Book is too obſcure, ſj 1 
others , that "tis immechodical, others] 
[ 
l 
\ 
t 
[ 
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that itis contradiRtory to it (elf,others, 
that the neighbouring parts of it are] * 
incoherent, others, that *tis unadorned, ſj \ 
others , that it is flat and unaffeRing, || ! 
others, that it abounds with things that ! 
are either trivial or impertinent , andy < 
alſo with uſeleſs Reperitions, And in- 
deed ſo many and fo. yarious are the 
faults and imperfe&ions imputed by - 
theſe men to the Scripture, that my 
wonder at them would be almoſt as 
great as is my trouble, if I did not 
confider how much it is the Intereſt of 
the great Adverſaty of mankind,and e- 
ſpecially of (that choiceſt part of it)the 
 Church\to depreciate compoſuresthat 
if duly Reverenced would prove ſo de- 
| _. ftruckiveſ 
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e i) trative to his Kingdome and Deſigns; 
oJ and if I did not alſo Remember that 
16 (ach is the querulons and exceptious 
ol pature of men) "Twas Cicero himſelf 
ec that obſerved,Y itari on poſſe Reprehen- 
en (one iſp nebil [cribendo, But as Poets 
of 2nd Aſtronomers have fancied among 
the Celeſtial Lights that adorn the 
Firmament , Bears , Bulls , Goats, 
Doggs, Scorpions, and other beaſts; 
ef ſo our Adverſaries impute I know 
e | Bot what Imaginary deformities to a 
$s| Book ennobled by it's Author with 
s.| many Celeſtial Lights , fic ro inftruct 
ref the World, and diſcover to them the 
1, wayes of Truth and Bleflednels, AL 
though I ſay this be ſo, yer fince the 
i miſ-repreſentation made by theſe men 
4|| of the Bible-is not inferiour to thar 
. | made by Poets and Coſmographers of 
«|| the Firmament, I hope you will be as 
yl little deterred by the moſt diſparaging 
7 | mputations from ſtudying the Scrip- 
$ 
e 
f 


ture, as Pilots are by the Name of 4 
Bear. given to the moſt Northern Con- 
ſtellation, from having their eyes upon 
the Pole-ſtarr , and ſteering their cour- 
les by it, 
| Aadfince you will eafily believe that 
, | a Perſon ſoaverſe from wrangling 2s 1, 
| 1s 
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For like'to make the diſputing with . 
theſe Cenſurers of the Scripture-Styleſ- 
any further his deſign rhan as the in- 
validating 'their Obje&tions conduces 

"to the Repatation of tharSacred Book, 
T preſume you will not think it at all 
impertinent', if oftentimes I intermix 
with thoſe things that more directly re-ſ | 
gard ſuch ObjeQions,othet rhings that ' 

'feem to tent rather ro celebrate thanſ - 
vindicate the Scripture: forinſo doing, 
T hope I ſhall nor alone conſiderably, 
though nor perhaps ſo direRly, ſtreng-|j | 
then my anſwers , by ſhewing that wefſ 
juſtly - aſcribe ro the Scripture Quali-J 
ties quite oppoſite to the imperfedti- 
ons imputed to it.; but T ſhall perte&! 
comply with my main deſign, whic 
I heredeclare once for all, is but to en- 
gage you to ſtudy and value the Scrip- 
rure, and therefore obligesme to an- 
ſwer ObjeRions onely ſo far forth as 
they may look like arguments to dif- 
{wade you from prizing and ſtudying 
it. And becanſe I find not that the 
Objections to be conſidered have any 
great coherence with or dependence 
on each other , I ſhall not ſcruple to 
mention them, and my Reflections on 
chem , in no other order than that 

wherein 


th 
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"wherein they ſhall chance. to occurr 
co my thoughts whilſt. Iam writing, 
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Of the conſiderations thenthat I am 
to lay before you , .there are three or 
four which are of a more general na- 
ture, and therefore being tuch as may 
each of them be pertinently employed 
againſt ſeveral of the exceptions taken 
at the Scriptures ſtyle, it will not- be 
inconvenient to mention them before 


| thereſt. 


And in the firſt place it ſhould be 
confidered , that thoſe Cavillers at the 
ſtyle of the Scripture that you and I 
have hitherto met wich, do (for want 
of $kill in the Original ) eſpecially. in 
the Hebrew, judge of it by the Tranſla- 


_ tions wherein alone they read.it,, Now 


ſcarce any but a Linguiſt will imagine 
how much a Book may loſe of its ele- 
gancy,by. being read in another tongue 
than that it was writtenin ,, eſpecially 
if the Languages from which and ints 
which the Verſion is made, be (o very 
diflering , -as are thoſe of the Eaſtern 
and .theſe Weſtern parts of the world. 
But of this -I foreſee an occaſion of 
laying ſomething hereafter , yet at pre- 
ſent Imuſt obſerve to you, that the ftyle 
of the Scriprure is much more diſad= 


Greek paſl: ages ſo ſcrupulouſly word for 
word,that for fear of not keeping cloſe 
enough to the ſenſe, they uſually care 
not how much they loſe of. rhe Elo- 
quence of the paſſages they Tranſlate. 
So that whereas in thoſe Verſtons of 
other Books that are made by good 
Linguiſts., the Interpreters are wont 
ro rake theliberty to recede from the 
Author's words , and alſo ſubſticate 
other Phraſes inſtead of his , that they 
may expreſs his meaning without in- 
juring his Reputation: in tranſlating 
the Old Teſtament Interpreters have 
not put Hebrew Phraſes into Zatiz or 
Enelifh Phraſes , but only into Latin 
or Engliſh words , and have too often 
beſides, by nor ſufficiently underſtand- 
ing, or at leaſt conſidering, the various 
ſignifications of Words, Particles and 
Fenſes inthe Holy Tongue, made ma- 
ny things appear leſs coherent, or leſs 
rational ,” er leſs confiderable, which 
by amore free and skilfull .rendring of 


moſt places render the Hebrew-and} 


the]: 


3r | by any appearance of ſuch imperfection: 


And though this faulc of Interpretersbe 
& | pardonableenough in them,as carrying 
in| muchofit's Excuſe in it's Cable, yet it 
4 | cannot but much derogate from the 
»+ | Scripture to appear with peculiar dif 
@ || advantages,beſides thoſe many that are 
«| common to almoſt all Books by being 
| Tranſlated. 
: For whereas the Figtires of Rheto- 
xf | rick are woht by Orators to be redu- 
4 | cedto two Comprehenſive forts , and 
r | one of thoſe does ſo depend upon the 
ſound and placing of the words(whence 
the Greek Rhetoricians call ſuch Fi- 
gUures ghw9.TH Areas ) that if they be al- 
ter'd, though the ſenſe be retained, the 
figure may vanith; this ſort of figuresI 
ſay,which compriſes thoſe that Orators 
+ || call Epanados, Antanaclaſis,and amulti- 
tudeot others,are wont to be loſtin ſuch 
liceral Tranſlations as are ours of the 
Bible , as I could eafily ſhew by many 
inſtances, if I thought it Requiſite; 
Betides, there are in Hebrew , as ut 
other Languages, certain appropriated 
Graces and a peculiar Emphafis be- 
longing ro ſome exprefſions , which 
maft neceflarily be impaired by any 
| D'a3. 
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Tranſlation , and are biit too often 


quite loſt in thoſe that adhere too ſcru. 
pulouſly to the words of the Original. 
Andaas ina lovely face, though a Pain- 
ter may well enough expreſs the cheeks 
and the noſe 3nd lipps,yet there is often 
ſomething of ſplendor and vivacity in 
the Eyes which no Pencil can reach to 
equal: ſo in ſome choice Compoſures, 
though a skilful Interpreter may hap- 
pily enough render into his own Lan- 
guage 4.great part of what he tran- 
flates , yer there may well be ſome 
ſhining paſſages, ſome ſparkling and 
Emphartical expreſſions that he cannot 
poſſibly repreſent to thelife, - And this 
conſideration is more applicable to the 
Bible and it's Tranſlations, than to 
other Books, for two particular Rea- 
ſons. 

For firſt, it is more difficult co tran- 
ſlate the Hebrew of the Old Teftament, 
than if that Book were written in Syriack 
or Arabick , or ſome ſuch other Eaſtern 
Language, Not that the Holy Tongue 
is much more difficult to be learned 
than others , but becauſe in the other 


_ Tearned Tongues we know there are 
commonly yariety of Books extant, 
- yhereby we may learn the yarious ſig- 


nifications | 


nifications, of: Words and Phraſes; 
whereas the pure Hebrew being unhap- 


pily loſt , except ſo much of it as re- 


mains in the Old Teſtament , out of 
whoſe Bgoks alone we can but very 
imperfectly frame a Dictionary and a 
Language , there are many words, 
eſpecially the "a=eZ 24y4u5z and thoſe 
that occurr but ſeldom , of which we 
know but that one Signification , or 
thoſe few Acceptions wherein wefind 
it us'd in thoſe Texts that we think we 
clearly underſtand :whereas if we conſ1- 
der the nature of the Primitive tongue, 
whoſe words being not numerous , 
are moſt of them Equiyocal enough, 
and do many of them abound with 
ſtrangely-difterent meanings ; and if 
we confider too how likely it is that 
the Numerous Conqueſts of David, 

and the Wiſdom, Proſperity, Fleets, 

and various Commerces of his ſon $4- 

lomon did both inrich and ſpread the 

Hebrew Language, it cannot but ſeem 

very probable, that the ſame Word or 


Phrate may have had divers other ſig- 


nifications than Interpreters have ta- 
ken notice of ,, or we are now aware 


of , ſince we find in the Chaladee, 


Syriack, Arabick, and other Eaſtern 
D 3. Tongues, 
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Tonenes , rhar the Hebreap words and 


Phraſes ( a littl&varyed', according ta 


the nature of thoſe Dialets ) have o- 
ther, and oftentimes very: difigging ſtg- 
nifications beſides thoſe thFthe mo- 
der Interpreters of the Bible have 
aſcribed to them, f ſay the Modern, be- 
cauſe the Antient Yerfions before, or 
not long after our Sayiour's time, and 
eſpecially chat which we vulgarly call 
the Sepruazizt's , ido frequently favour 
our conjecture , by rendring Hebrew 


Words, and Phraſes to ſeaſes very. di-' 
{tant from thoſe more received {tgnift- - 


cations ith. our Texts, when there ap- 
pears, no other ſo probable reaſon of 
their {0 rendring them , 2s their be- 


| lieving them capable of ſignifications 


differing enough from thoſe to which 


. our laterInterpreters haye thought fir 


co confine themſelves, The uſe that I 
would make of this Conſideration may 
eaſily be conjetured, namely, thar 
'ris probable that many of thoſe texts 
whoſe expreſſions, as they are rendred 
in our Tranſlations, ſeem flat, or im- 
proper , or incoherent with the con- 
text, would appear much otherwiſe , 
if ye yee acquainted with all che 
Fgnificaons of Words and Phraſe 

2 That 
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that. were known in the times when the 
Sacred Books were written: It being 
very likely;that among thoſe various 
Gonificar WW. ſome one or ether would 


afford a better ſenſe and a more fignifi- 
cant & {tnewy expreſion than we meet 
with in our Tranſlations ; and perhaps 
would make ſuch paſſages as ſeem flar 
or uncouth appear Eloquent and Em- 
phatical, Whilſt Iam writing this, 
our Exgliſh Tongue 'preſents tro my 


| thoughts an Example which may ſeem 


to illuſtrate much of the foregoing 


| Conſideration : and it is this; Thar 


though, as one would eaſily believe, 
there are bur a tew forms of ſpeaking 
which relate to the Birth of Infants,yet 
there are five or {ix expreſſions concer- 
ning that one affair , wherein very pe- 


culiarand unwonted notions belong to © 


the Words 8& Phraſes, For if Iſay that 
ſuch a Woman has looked every hour 
theſe x0 days, T hat yeſterday ſhe cryed 
out, That ſhe hada quick & _—_ r, 
That laſt night ſhe was brought a bed, 
That now ſhe lyes in, and thar it is fie 
we ſhould remember the Lady in the 
ſtraw ; if, Iſfay, Imakeuſe of any or 
all of theſe expreſſions , an Englith- 
_Y D 4 Man 
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man would readily underſtand ' me; 

but if I ſhould literally and word 
for word tranſlate them, I ſay not into 
Greek or Hebrew, but intothe Langua- 
ges of onr tieighbour Nations, French 
or 1talian , men would notunderſtand 
whatT mean: and if a diſcourſe where- 


in they were employed were tranſlated] 


by an Interpreter only acquainted with 
the genuine and more obvious figni- 
fication of the Engliſh word , it would 
in ſach paſſages 1 very diſadyan- 
rageouſly , and perhaps be thqught im- 


pertinent or non-ſenfical toa French or 


Italian Reader, 


But this is not all; for Iconſfider inf] 


the ſecond place,that not only we have 


Joſtdiverſe of the fignifications of many | 


of the Hebrew Words and Phraſes , bur 
that we have alſo loft the means of ac- 
quainting our ſelves with a multitude 
of particulars relating to the Topo- 
graphy, Hiſtory, Rites, Opinions, Fa- 
ions, Cuſtomes, &c, - of the Antient 
Jewsand neighbouring Nations , with- 
out the knowledge of which-we can- 
not inthe perufing of Books of ſach 
Antiquity as thoſt 

ment, and written by and (principally) 
for Jews, we cannot I fay bur loſe 
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e of the Old Teſta- | 


very | 
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'yery muchof that e 
reliſh with which we ſhould read-very 
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many paſſages if we diſcerned the Re- 
ferences and Allufions that are made in 


them to thoſe Stories, Proverbs, Opi- 
ions, &c, to which ſuch paſſages may 


well be ſuppoſed toRelate. And this 


Conjecture will not I preſume appear 


Irrational , if you but confider how ma- 
ny of the handſomeſt paſſages in Fuve- 
zal , - Perfius ', Martial and diverſe 0- 
ther -Latine Writers ( not to mention 
Heſiod , ;Muſaus , or other ancienter 


. Greeks) are loſt to ſuch Readers as are 


unacquainted with the Roman Cu- 


| ſtomes, Goyernment and Stories, nay 


or are not ſufficienrly informed of a 


- greatmany particular circumſtances re- 


lating to the condition of thoſe times, 
and of diverſe particular perſons poin- 
ted at in thoſe Poems, and therefore 
itis that the later Criticks have been 
fain to write Comments or at leaſt 
Notes upon every Page, and in ſome 


Pages upon almoſt every Line of thoſe 


Books , to enable the Reader to diſcern 
the Eloquence and Reliſh the Wir of 
the Author, And if ſuch Dilucidati- 
ons be neceſſary to makeus value wri- 
tings that treat of familiar and ſecular 
| affairs, 
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affairs, and were written inan 


the Song of-Falomon, and ather Sacted 
compoſures , which not only treat of- 
tentimes of ſublime and ſapernatural 
Myſteries , but were written 1n very re- 
mote Regions ſo many Ages ago, a- 
midſt Circumſtances to moſt of which 
we cannot but be great ſtrangers © And 
thus much for my firſt general Conſt- 
deration. - 

My ſecond. is this , That we ſhould 


carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt what the. 


Scripture it ſelt ſayes, and what is only 
ſaidinthe Scripture, For we muſt nor 
look upon the Bible as an Oration of 
God to men , oras a Body of Lawes, 
like our Engliſh Statute-Book,wherein 
it is the Legiſlaror that all che way 
ſpeaks to the people, but as a Colle- 
tion of compoſures of very differing 
ſorts, and writtenat very diſtant times5 
and of ſuch compoſures, that though 
the Holy Men of God ( as St. Peter 
calls them) were a&ted by the Holy 
Spirit , who both excited and aſſiſted 
{EF LEI 


nan Eeropean | 
Language,and in Times and Countries 
much nearer toours,how much do you |; 
think we muſtloſe of the Elegancy of [,, 
the Book of Fob, the Pſalms of David, |; 


Books many paſſages that deferve the 
ſame name, and rmany others wherein, 
though they be not meet Narratives of 
" things done;- many Sayings and Ex- 
prefltons are recorded that either hes 
' Fong not ro the Author of the Scrip- 
ture , or muſt be looked upon as ſuch 

wherein his Secretaries perſonate o- 
| ſchers. So that in a conſiderable part of 
the Scripture, not onely Prophets and 
Kings, and Prieſts being mttoduced 
ſpeaking, but Souldiets ; Shepheards, - 
and Women, and ſuch other ſorts of 
perſons from whom witty or eloquent 
things are not (eſpecially when they 
ſpeak extempore ) to be expected, it 
would be very injurious to tmpute to 
the Scripture any want of Eloquence 
that may be noted in the Expreſſions 
of others than ir's Auchor, For though 
not only in Romances, but in many of 

Ton on 


thoſe that paſs 
ſuppoſed Speakers may; be obſerved ty 
talk as well as the Hiſtorian ; yet that 
js but either. becauſe. the men ſo intro: 
duced were Embaſſadors ,, Orators, 
Generals ,. or other Eminent men for 
parts as well as employments , or be- 
cauſe theHiſtorian does,as it often hap. 
pens , give himſelf the liberty to make 
Speeches for them , and does not (et 
down what indeed they ſaid, but what 
he thoughtfit that ſuch perſons on ſuch 
occaſions ſhould have ſaid 5 whereas 
the Pen-mer© of the Scripture , as one 
_ of them truly profeſſes , having not 
followed cunningly-deviſed- Fables in 
what they have written, have faithfully 
ſer down the Sayings as well as Acti- 
ons they record, without making them 
rather congruous to the conditions of 
the Speakers than to the Laws of 
Truth, _ 

Nor is it onely the ſtyle of very ma- 
ny paſſages of Scripture that may -be 
juſtified by our ſecond Conſideration, 
but with the ſame DiſtinQion well ap- 
plied we may filence ſome of their 
malicious Cavils who accuſethe Scrip- 
ture of teaching Vice by the-ungodly, 
Sayings and Examples that are berg 

| -and 
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and there to be met with init; But as 
the Apoſtle ſaid, that they are not all 9,Rom. 6. 
Iſrael that are of Iſrael ; ſo may we ſay, 

&Þ that all is not. Scripture that is in the 

S\ | Scripture : for many wicked perſons 

off and their perverter Sathan are there in- 

e&-f| troduced , whoſe Sayings the Holy 

p-E. Ghoſt does not adopt, but barely regi- 

ceſfl ſters; nor does the Scripture affirm that 

et what chey-ſaid was true , but tha it is 

af true they ſaid it, Andif TI had not re- 

hf duced ſome of theſe Cavillers to con- 

$0 fels that they never did themſelves 

ef read thoſe pieces of the Bible art ſome 

tf of whoſe paſſages they cavil, I ſhould 

nf much more admire than I do to find 

yl them father as confidently as they do 

- || all chey hear cited from 1t upon the 

af Enditer of it, as if theDevils ſpeeches 

i were not recorded there, and asif ir 

tf wererequifite tro make a Hiſtorydivine- 

ly inſpired, that all the Blaſphemies and 

- | Crimes it regiſters ſhould: be ſo too,” 

2 | As for the Illsrecorded in theScripture, 

beſides that wicked perſons were ne- 

ceflary to exerciſe Gods Children and 

: | Lluſtrace his providence,and befidesthe 
Allegations commonly made on that 
ſubje, we may ccnſtder that there be- 
mg many things to be declinedas wellas 
| practi- 
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practiſed,*twa$fit we ſhould be t 
as well, what to avoid, as what to imi- 
tate; and the knawn rocks and ſhelves 
do: as well guide the Sea-men as the 
Pole-ſtar. Now as we could not be 
armed againſt the Tempters methods 
if we ignor'd them; ſo could we never 
ſafelier nor better learnthem than in his 
Book, who canalone diſcover the wiles 
and fathom the depths of Sathan , and 
track him through all his windings and 
(otherwiſe untraceable ) Labyrinths, 
and inthat Book where the Antidote 
is exhibited with the Poyſon, and either 
mens defeat or victory may teach us at 
others coſts and without our hazard 
the true art of that warfare we are 31] 
ſo highly concerned in. And as Chy- 
miſts obſerve in the Book of Nature, 
That thoſeSimples that wear the:figure 
or reſemblance (by them termed Sig- 
nature ) of adiſtemper'd part are Me- 
dicinal for rhat pert of that Infirmicy 
whoſe fignature they bear ; ſoin God's 
other Book the Vicious perſons there 
mention'd ſtill prove under {ome noti- 
on or upon ſome ſcore or other Antidos 
tal againſt the Vices notorious in them 
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being (to preſent it you alſo in aSctip-' ſe, 


ture Simile) like the Brazen $ es | 
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the Wilderneſs ſer tip to cure the Poy- 

ſon infuſed by thoſe they reſemble: 

Whatſoever things were written afore- Rom.15.4; 

times, fayes the Apoſtle, were writter 

ef for our Inſirudion, Andtomake further 

SE aſe of our former compariſon, thoſeto 

tf whom the Scripture gives the names of 

$9 Lions, Wolves, Foxes 6 other Brutes, | 

Sf by Gods affiſtance prove tohis Saints 

dl & inſtructive Beaſts 2s doth the Nor- 

dl thern Bear unto the wandring Pilot : 

and as Antiently. God fed his Servant 

el xlias ſometimes by an Angel , fome- 

Ttitimes by a Woman, and ſometimes 

LYtoo by Ravens 3 ſodoth he make all 

d F perſons in the Bible, whether good or 

1 bad or indifferent , ſupply his ſervants 

- {with that inſtruction which is the Ali- 

» [ment of Vertue and of Souls , and 

e makes them and their examples contri- 

*bute to the verification of that paſſage 

" JofSaint Paul, wherem he ſayes that af roms. 18, 

' Bthings co-operate for good to them that 

| Blove God, 

| My third Conſideration is this, 

* IThat rhe ſeveraF Books of the Bible 

vere written chiefly and primarily to 

{ thoſe ro whom they were firſt adreſ- 

"Fed, and to their contemporaries, and 

q mat-yet the Biblenot being written for 

one 
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whole people -of God , confiſting of 


_ - fit itſhould be written in ſuch a way as 


eyes them) there is ſcarce any frame of 


 affiſt us to defend the ſtyle of a great 


TYP PACIONS I IH THe * 


a Age or People only ,. bur for theſ 


perſons of all Ages, - Nations; Sexes; 
Complexions and Conditions , it was 


thae none-of all theſe might be quite 
excluded from the advantagesdeſigned 
them init, Therefore were theſe Sas 
cred Books ſo wiſely as well as gra- 
ciouſly temper'd, that their Variety ſo 
comprehends the ſeveral abilities and 
diſpoſitions of men, that (as ſome Pj-[ 
Qures ſeem: to have their eyes directly 
fix'd on every one that looks on them 
from what part ſoeyer of theroom he 


ſpirit amancan be of , or any condi-| 
tion he canbein, to-which ſome paſ 
ſage of Scripture is not as patly ap- 
plicable as if it were meant for him , or 
ſaid to him, as Nathay once did to Da]'w 
vid, Thou artthe man, What has been 
thus obſerved touching God's deſignir 
the contrivance of the Scripture, ray 
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multitude of it's Tefts, and particusÞ i 
larly of diverſe of thoſe which belonghte 
to the five tollowing kinds, yi 
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ief i? And firſt, the ſeveral'Books that 
of make up the Canon of the Scripture 
$1 being primarily deſigned for their uſe 
as] that lived in the times wherein they 
as] were divulged, it-need be no.-wonder 
teſ if each of them” contain many things 
x| that principally concern the perſons 
as] that then lived, &ve accordingly writ- 
2-|| ten inſuch a way that many of it's paſ- 
ſages allude and otherwiſe relate to 
particular Times, Places , Perſons , 
Cuſtomes, Opinions, Ftories, 8c, 
which by our fqrmerly- mentioned want 
of a good account of {ach remote Ages 

1] and Regions cannot afford us that in- 
if ſtruction and ſatisfaction thar thoſe to 
| whom ſuch Books wete immediately 
Lf addrefled might eafily derive from the 
> peruſal of them, 5 192 

or Next, as ſome portions of Scripture 
&| were principally deſigned forages very 
nf long ſince paſt, ſo ſome other parts of 
nj ir, eſpecially thoſe that are yer Prophe- 
yi tick,may probably reſpeR future times 
at] much more than ours : and our Poſte- 
1-1 rity may admire what we cannot now 
gIreliſh , becauſe we do not yet under- 
ſtand irc, Moreover there being many 
{portions of Scripture, as almoſt the 
whole fourlaſt Books of Moſes, where- 
kN I C in - 


1 Pet. 1.1 2. 


- Subjetts,,, ſhould in, giving Laws tye 


in Goa, adds as either: imme, 
diately- or, medjately. giving "rs Ml 
his people or his worthippers, 1 

poſe it will not be NG b- WN- 
rhat ſuch parts; of Seripcure ould = 
Eloquently written,. and.that. the Sw 
preme Legiſlator of-the World, why 
reckajls che greateſt Kings amqngſt his 
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kimiſelt.,r0.. thoſe of Rhetorick , The 
ſcrupulqus abſeryation of which woul 
much ,derogate from. thoſe two.Qualy 
ties ſo. SIPs able.in Laws, Cearnry 
and Majelty, 
.. Belides, there-being a ſart of men, 
of which-I hope the-number will daily 
encreaſe, who have ſuch a defire as. Sk, 
Peter tells ns the Angels themlelvg 
cheriſh, to look into the Myſteries dff 
Religion, and; are-qualified with ele:ſ x 
vated. and comprehenſive Intellects to | 
apprehend them in ſome meaſure, iti] 
pot unfit that to exetciſe ſuch mens]; 
abilities, -and to reward their induſtry, hi 
there ſhould be ſome abſtruſe Texts offf 
Scripture fitted to the capacities of ſuch f 
ſpeculative wits, and: above the reach t 
of vulgar Appre chenſions, I 
And on the other fide, the Omaj t 
ſcienr Author of the Sc;ipture fottry d 
ſecingh, 
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ef (ring that ic would follow from the 


of condition of mankind that the greateſt 

pf part of the members of the Church 

I would be no great Clerks, ad many of 

ef them very weak or illiterate, it, was 

WI but ſuitable to his goodneſs that a greas 

wi many other paſſages of che Books de- 

I Gened for them as well as , others, 

/el ſhould be written 1n ſuch-a plain and fa- 

lf wiliar way as may befict ſuch, Readers, 

WI and let them ſee that they were nor 

lr | rs or over-looked by him who 

5 unly ſayes. by che Prophet. that all Extech. 28. 

2] Souls are his, And yet in many even * 

Sf of theſe Texts which ſeem chiefly tp 

if have been deligned to teach the ſimple, 

&f Scholars themſelves may find much to 

$f learn, Far not. oneiy there are ſome 

af paſſages that contain milk for Babes , 

e-f and @thers' that exhibit ſtrong mear 

of for riper ſtomachs, but - oftentimes (as 

SI Cows afford both milk and beef) the 

bh fame Texts that Babes may ſuck milk 

I from, ſtrong men may find ſtrong meac | 

ff in: The Scripture it ſelf in ſome ſenſe 

al fulfilling che promiſe made us in it, 

BI that Habenti dabitwr (to him that hath 

\| ball be given, ) and being like a fire 

FI that ſerves moſt men þut to warm, and 

I dry themſelves, and dreſs their meat, 
3 + Hs bur 


SIRI] 
* " 


wn 
x of 


« 
bh 
” 


_ butferves kilful 


{:* Tdoubtnot but you are acquainted 
as well 'S-I with divers querulous 
Readers; who very boldly find fault 
Ivith; this variety wherein- God- bath 
thought fic ro exhibit his Truth and 
declare his Will m Holy Writ, and 
preſame ro cenſure ſome Texts as-too 
my fterious, - very many as too plain 
But theſe exceptions at the Oeconomy 
of the Scriprure-do commonly proceed 


- .. From theit Pride that make them ; fot 


that vice inclining-them to fancy that 
the Bible either was or ought to have 
been written purpoſely for them; 
Proinpts them to make exceptions ſui- 
table to ſuch a preſumption , and 
whilſt they look upon their own abilt 
ties as the meaſure of all diſcourſes, 
£0 call all that tranſcends-their appre- 
henſfions Dark, and all that equals. 
not Trivial, They will be alwayes find- 
ing fault with the Holy Ghoſts exprel- 
{1ons, - both where his condeſcenſions 
make them cleer, and whete the ſub- 
limify of the 'matter leaves them ob- 
ſcurer; like Batts, whoſe tender eyes 
-love neither day nor night, and art 
only pleaſed with (whar is alone pros 


portionedſ. 
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7 Styleofthe Þ. Seviptures. EN 
wh portioned to their weak fight) a Twir 
"DF light that is both-or neither, - Bur as a 
ed skilful Fowler -{ and - the compariſon . 
us will be excuſed by thoſe: that remem- 
th ber that God in Scripture' is.ſaid to be 
thy prefſed as 4 Cart i preſſed that is full of OY 
ndy ſheaves, and the: Son of Man to be as y 
nf; Thief in the night) according to the 
oo] differing natures of his game., ſo con- 
tf trives and appropriates his ſtratagems;, 
NYE that ſome he catches with light (as 
elf Larks with day-fhets) ſome with baits 
of (as Pigeons with Peaſe) ſome- with 
{af frighits (as Black-birds with a Sparrow 
vel Hawk or a Low-bell) and ſome he 
1, draws in with company - (as: Ducks and 
HF ſuch like ſociable Birds with: decoy- 
nd} Fowl:) ſo God knowing that ſome 
ry perſons muſt be wrought upon by Rea 

ſon, others allured by Intereſt, ſome 
driven in by Terrour, and'others again 
brought in by Imitation, hath-by arare 

and merciful (if I may fo call-it) ſup 
pleneſs of wiſdome fo varied the Hez: 

venly Doctrine + into Rattocinacions; 
Myſteries, Promiſes, T hreats and Ex+ 
amples, that. there is nat any. ſort-of 
people chat; in the Scripture may nor ' 
find Religion fepreſented in-that form 
they are moſt diſpoſed ta-receive.ims 
Toa E 3 preſſion. 
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dealing with his Children not unlike 


. 4. the Propheer'that-ſhrank himſelf ints 


the proportion of the Child he meaiit 
to revive, The geniuſes, the capacities 
and the difpofittons of men are ſo: dis 
ſtinet, and oftentimes ſo extravagant, 
that there is ſcarce a paſſage of Sctip- 
cure that is not ſuitable or appro- 
priate to ſome of thoſe numberleſs dif- 
ferences 'of humour the Bible was de- 
figned for, and in that unimaginable 
variety of occurrences ſhared amongſt 
ſuch vaſt multitudes finds not a propet 
objeR,”: And therefore God who (ha- 
ving created them) beſt knows the 
frame 'of mens ſpirits, having - been 
pleaſed to match them with proper 
Texts, TI fthall not [quarrel with his 
vouchſafing to liſp myſteries to thoſe 


that would-be deterred by any other 


way of expreſſing them, and to-qualiffe 
his 'inftruments according to the na- 
tures he! defigns thetn'to work upon, 


' Jeſt he ſhould ſay to-me with the 
. Houſeholder in the Goſpel, 7s thine | 
bye Euyl,betanſe I a Good? Arid ſuite | 


it muſt-extremely misbecome us to'te- 


pine at: the gteatneſs of Gods coride- 
;, only upon "the" fore of 4 
- E2.. --  Knowe 


—_ 
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| 
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3” Stote ofthe Þ. Seriptnres— 29 © 
fy Knowledge 'or Artainments that 'we | 
kell owe ro it, | 
toff © By refleting upon the three fggego- 
nt ing -general Conſiderations,” you will, 
6 I preſume, eafily perceive what it is 
1-0 thar' is pretended to in whar T repre- 
it 8 ſent to you in the behalf of the ſtyle of 
p-j| the Scripture, For yon will eaſily gueſs 
0: by what I have hitherto told you, Ipre- 
f. | tend not to prove or aflert that every 
e- | Text of Scripture, eſpecially in tran(- 
le htions, is embelliſhed with the Orna- 
| ments of Rhetorick, bur only to ſhew 
et theſe rwo things,the one, That as there 
1-| may be drawn from divers things in 
ef the Scripture it ſelf (without excluding 
nf| the ſtyle) confiderable Arguments of 
+0 it's having been written or approved 
's | by men peculiarly aſſiſted by the Spirir 
ef| of God; ſo it a man be perſwaded 
r | cither by theſe intrinfick Arguments 
ell (which I may in another paper evince 
« | to be noſlight ones) or by any others, of 
; | the Heavenly Origination of theScrip- 
e | ture, if, I fay, a man be perfwadedof 
2 | this, he ought not in reaſon by the 
> | fiyle of theſe Books to be kept'from 
| diligently ſtudying of them, and highly 
yaluing them. The other (which I add 
as one evincement of the former)'is, 
oO E 4. That 


that-not only the Scripture is every; 
where written with as much eloquence, 
as the. chief Author (whoſe Omni- || o 
ſcien@ qualified him to judge beſt in | 
the caſe) thought fit and expedient for Il þ 
his wiſe ends in publiſhing ir, but that, || þ 
as we now have the Sacred Books, e(- |} x 
pecially in their Qriginals, very many, || j 
paſſages of them are ſo far from being || ( 
deſtiture, of what even our Weſtern 
Nations count Eloquence, that they 
deſerve to be Admired for it, - And, 
Theophilus,if you pleaſe to keep in your 
eye what I have now told you concern- 
ing my Scope in writing, and to bearin 
4 your memory the three general Con- 
. fiderations T have premiſed , I ſhall 
need hereafter as ofrenas ] have occa- 
 ftonto mention them, only to point at 
them, and* thereby ſhall excuſe you 
and my ſelf from the unwelcome trou-,_ 
.ble of many times repeating the ſame | 
rhings, _ | , 
[o proceed then to the more patti- ' 
cular Objections againſt the Scripture. 
The firſt I ſhall confider is, That it is 
" obſcure, And this I find alledged by 
. two ſort of men to two differing pur-, 
poſes3. ſome endeavouring by it ta - 
diſgrace the Bible , and others only - 
2s i making . 
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ny of its paſſages an Excuſe for their, 

not RuCFng it, age 1x79 

.. To the firſt ſort of objeQors I-an-+ 

ſwer, thatit. 1s lictle Jeſs.than inevita- 

» || ble that many paſſages of the Scrip= 
- | ture ſhould ſeem obſcure to us,and that 

. Þ it is but firthatdivers orkers. ſhould be 

| lo too. J 

4 


For firſt, the Objectors, as I former-- 
ly obſerved , reading the Bible but in 
| Tranſlations , are deſtitute of thoſe: 
- | helps to underſtand the ſenſe of many 
- | Paſſages that may be afforded by kill 
| | ia che Original Languages. Beſides, 
| | chatevento thoſe that have takenpains 
to underſtand the Original Tongues, 
the Genuine ſenſe of divers words and 
Phraſes is denied by the injury of time, 
through which ( as was already noted) 
Þ| a-greater-part of the Hebrew and Chal-: 
Þ| 443 Tongues have been loft. 
| Secondly, Many Texts appear ob-- 
ſcure to thoſe..thar live in theſe latter 
times, onely becauſe that by reaſon of 
the periſhing of thoſe Writings and 
other Monuments of Antiquity that 
were contemporary tothe Books of the 
Old Teſtament, - we cannot be ſuffici-. 
ently acquainted with the Hiſtory, the. 
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qQther Nations-mentioned inthe Scrip! 
ture , ſo that it need be nb\'wonder'if 
divers Paſſages of the Books: of Ge: 
niſis,Foſnah,Fudges,Samutl,the Kings, 
Heſter, & other Hiſtorical Books of the 
Scripture, as alſo of the four laſt Books 
of Moſes, are obſcure to us-;* and yet 
might be very intelligible co thoſe in 
whoſe times they were written, and for 
whoſe uſe they wete principally defign- 
ed, As although Lzcins Florus would 
in many places appear very obſcure to 
ſuch Readers as know nothing of the 
Roman affairs but by the account given 

of them in -his writings (whence di- 

verſe lace Criticks have been invited to 

illuſtrate him ouc of other Latine Au- 

thors)yetqueſtionleſs tothe Roman Reas 

ders that lived -in his time, or not very 

long after, his Book was eafte enough to 

be underſtood, How much'the want of 

other Hiftorians contemporary to thef 
Penmen of the 014 Teſtament may make 
things ſeemobſcure that migheby ſuch 
ſtories be eafily cleered up,we may ob- 
ſerve from divers Paſſages of the New 
Teſtament,which can ſcarcebe-wel uni: 
derſtood-withour an accontit of Hero's 
family, andthe changes tharhappentd 
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which was ſomerimis all of it govyern- 
ed by Herod the Great that maſſacred 
the Children at Bethlehem, and ſome- 
times was govetned by Plate and other 
Roman Magiſtrates, and ſometimes was 
fo divided thar it was as to ſome parts 
onely governed by Hero's Delcen- 
dents under various Titles; rh& want 
of the Knowledge of which, and of 


the ſeveral Princes that bore the name - 


df Herod, does much puzzle many Rea- 
ders that 'are Strangets to Foſephw: 
And it ſeems ſomewhat trange ro ma- 
fy , that Chrift-ſhould in St, Lake ad- 
moniſh his Hearers to flye out of Fe- 
reſalem and Fades, and not reſort thi- 
ther from theneighbouring Countries, 


| hen they ſhould (eeFeruſalemencompaſſed 


with Armies, f1nce thoſe Artnies would 
probably hinder the counſelled retire- 
ment (at leaſt as tothe Ciry,) Where- 


| 2 he that finds in the Story, that the 


Reman forces under Gratws did on a \ud- 
den , and (as good Aurhors rell us) 
without 2ny manifeſt Cauſe withdraw 
from the frege of Fernſalem, and then 
return to it again, and (under 7:25 ) 
carry the Town by force he that 
read aHoin Euſeb, 1b,'2, wt 
| that 


Luke 21. 
V. 215 234 


Lok 


that the Chriſtians of Feruſalem did|Þ 
(divinely admoniſhed) make-uſe of the 
Opportunity preſented them to quit allÞ* 
O « Haas the City and retire to Pella onÞ'© 
the other ſide of Fordan; He,I fay,tha[© 
ſhall read and take notice of all rhis,will|® 
not only cleerly underſtand the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of our Saviours warning , 
but admire the Prophetick Spirit by|®! 
which he could give it, And as it is 
difficult to colle& out of the Old TeJ® 
ſtament alone the Hiſtory of thoſe 
times wherein it was written ſo it is 
not to be expected, that out of thoſe 
Books we ſhould be able to colle& and 
comprehend either complear Idzas of 
the Ifraelitiſh Government Civil: and 
Eccleſiaſtical, or the true State of their 
feveral Secs, Opinions and affaires in 
matters of Religion: And yet without, 
the Knowledge of thoſe it cannot be 
but that many Texts will ſeem Obſcure 
to us, which were not at all {o to them 
that were cozxtaneous to the Pen-men | ! 
of thoſe Books, The Labours of ſome 4 
modern Criticks that have put theme | ? 
ſelves to the trouble of makinga tho- | * 
row ſearch into the Writings of thoſe | | 
Jewiſh Rabbies that lived-abour our | * 
Saylour's and his Apaſtles;tunes, hank, 


/ 
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by the helpof this Rabinical Learning 
heſalready cleered up divers Texts which 
a1{|defore were Dark, becauſe they related 
on[{0 particular Secs, Cuſtoms,Sayings or 
ac [Opinions amongſt the thenFews,whoſe 
i} [knowledge the Writers of the New 
3. | Teſtament do not Teach'but Suppoſe, 
, [And I doubt not bur higher and valua- 


y ble Attainments in that kind of Lear- 


[ning ( how worthleſs ſoever I ſhould 
-. think it, if it were not conducive to the 
{Illuſtration of the Scriprure) will ere 
is|it-be very long diſperſe that Obſcurity, 
| which yer dwells upon divers other 
dj Texts, and will ſhew the"Groundleſs- 
of | neſs of all our Cavils at them , as well 
| as that-of many of our too: fierce con- 
ir | tentions about them, Tſhall add, that 
n{1 dare almoſt preſume to queſtion , 
t | whether even our famouſeſt Criticks 
«| bave not left divers'Moſaical Texts in 


F 


lid 


Comments, meerly for want of know- 
ing the Religion of the antient Zab;- 
ans , in oppoſition of 'whoſe Magical 
worſhip and Superſtitions, Iam apt to 
think divers Ceremonies of the Ritual 
Law of the Fews to have been inſtitu- 
ted, And yer of thoſe Zabiiffts ( or 
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and 1rabiarns expreſsthe name)I finda 
deep and general- falence »in- Claſſickſs 
Authors, except (the Rabby's OracleyFu 
Maimonides.,- out of whom our great] 1 
Antiquary. (Mr. Seldez) both in familiafſa 
ar diſcourſe-and in his excellent Tra&J6 
of the Syriay Deities gave me-firſt af) 
hint, which by. lighting on anotherſC 
Authardfthoſe parts I have fince hadſb 
the lack -tq improve ſufficiently , raſſn 
make me fear, that they that are ftran-J/ 
ges' tothe Zabiaxs Rites and Creed jp 
will-fcarce give us the cleereſt account;Þ]z 
the Theme is capable of. in divers paſ-v 
ſages .of the Moſaick . Law: as I amff 
apt to think: that our Ignorance. offi 
want of taking notice:of the Perſwas[n 
_ ions and Practices of the'Gnoſticks,Carlt 
pocratiays,and the Secs allyed to theirs, 
if it do not make us miſtake and mis- 

interpret; .doth ar leaſt keep us from 

giving. the- cleereſt Interprecationsſt 
whereof they are capable tro many Paſ-ſ! 
ſages of the New Teſtament, whereinſt 
they are either: cleerly Pointed ar, or 

cloſely Related to. OD  & 
. Thirdly, we may reaſonably ſup- 

poſe, that of the Texts that are now 

difficult unto us, there are divers that 

are ſo but becauſe they were princi-J! 
3 ANTS __-pallyſ+ 
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pally. intended for chenſe of thoſe that 
&[ hall live in after-cimes, by: whom they 
ey] will queſtionleſs be berter. underſtogd. 
22] Jo the Fews chat lived inand long after 
iz Moſes his: time, many: of thoſe! Predi- 
RI Afoos botti. Verbal and Typical of the 
a Meſſhas ſeemed very Dark, which to us 
er Chriſtians, ' are abundanly-- Dluſtrated 
dg by tlie rifing of thar.Sun of Righteouſ- 
roflnels ,- who. was aimed-: at in them. 
n-JAnd though the Myfterious, Tem- 
| [ple and! City deſcribed in Exekzel., 
t;1 5 alſo-muchof the Apocalypſe and di- 
{| vers 0rher-Propherick Paſſages of Holy 
m[Writ do: yet ſeem-:abſiruſe ro us,;yec 
orfchey will noe appexr-{o to thoſe, to 
2 whom their Completion'( che beſt 
rf expolitor of dark Prophecies ) ſhall 
sf have unfolded them, | For I obſerve, 
s-( that as ſome Divine predictions are 
n{deerly expreſſed, to the intent. thac 
as] thoſe that are made acquaineed with 
ſ-them may before-hand know what will 
nfſhappen, ſo others are propoſed; nor-(o 
rf much that thoſe,to whom theyare fiſt 
addreſſed, ſhquld know the tore-told 
- events, : before they come to-pals, '2s 
# that, whenthey do.come [to paſs, the 
£fame accompliſhment, -rhat expounds - 
them, may evince that the a” 
W427 | - Tam 
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them wasable cot 
Þ _ Ging to-char of our Saviour'to his. Di- 
br ſciples, 'r6 whom he Propheſyed the 
+ Fobn 26 4. Sufferings they ſhould undergo, Theſ; 
50 thines have 1 toldyou, that whenthe tint 
ſhall come yg may remember that Ttold you 
of them. ; - ISS: $54 
:>Fonrthly;icwas fic,that there ſhould 
be fome Obſcure Paſſages left in the in- 
fpired Volume; to keep thoſe from the 
Knowledge 'of ſome of thoſe Divine 
Myſteries, that-are both delighrful and 
uſeful;thongh not abſolutely-neceſſary, 
who : do*fjot think ſuch knowledge 
worth ſtudying for; As it was alſo. fit 
(whichI partly noted above)thart there 
ſhould be ſome'clouded and myſterious 
[Texts,to excite and recompence the In- 
duſtry.and ſpeculation of Elevated wits 
and Religious Inquirors.' | 
- Laſtly, there are divers Obſcure paſ- 
ſages in Scripture , wherein the difh- 
culry lies in the thing it ſelf that is ex- 
prefled,not inthe Scriptures manner of 
-exprefling it, For not to mention:that 


.obſcureneſs,that is wont to attend Pro- 
& -*Ppherick Raprures ( of which there ni 
many. mentioned-/in Scripture ) ther 
-e divers things, that weagree to bel 1 


, :Knowable by the bare light of Natureſ + 
Ke. - $0 RON - without - 


F StyleoftheÞ. Scriptures 39 

© --withont Revelation, which yer are ſo 

uneafie to be ſatisfactorily underſtood 

by our imperfe& Intelleas, that let 

A them be delivered in the' cleareſt Ex- 
| preffions men can deviſe, the Notions 

Fj themſelves will yet appear Obſcure, 

'8 Thus in natural Philoſophy it (elf, 
1d] -the Nature of Place and time, the Ori- 

i-Y gine of Motion,and the manner where- 

8 by the humane Soul performs her Fun- 

ey tions, are things which no Writers 

df delivered ſo clearly, as not toleave the 

7,8 things. ſomewhat Obſcure to Inqui- 

NF 4icive and Examining Readers, - And 

ny ſhall we then wonder that thoſe Texts 

el of Sctipture,that treat of the Nature 

5 and Decreesof God, and of ſuch ſub- 

-J lime Myſteries as the Trinity, the In- 

5 carnation, the Influence of the Spirit 
upon the Soul of man, and ſach other 
abſtruſe things,which it cannot be Rea- 
ſonably expected that humane words 
ſhould keep from being hard 'to be 
comprehended by humane underſtand- 

ings, ſhould be Obſcure. to us, eſpe- s 
cially if we ſuffer our not underſtand- 

ng. cheir full meaning art firſt to de- 
rer us from endeayouring to find it out 

'by furcher ſtudy £ I am ſorry Tean add 

on this Occaſion , that divers: Texts | 

- hand F ae 
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fite to/the:Explicationiof this or that 
Do@rine delivered in Scripture, or at 
leaſt deducible from-it, will make bold 
ſo to interpret dark Texts (and ſome» 
times even; clear ones) that they ſhall 
ſeem TO hald-for th not only their own 
ſenſe, þutthe niceſpeculations or de- 
ductions of: him that quotes them. : $@ 
thar divers Texts, which to a Rational 


and unprepoſleſſed perufer would ap» 


pear plain. enough, ſ{cem to contain In- 
extricable difficulties to thoſe unwary 
or prejudicate Readers, who are:nor 
careful rodiſtinguiſh betwixt the plain 
ſenſe ofa Eext-1t {elf, and thoſe Me- 


taphyſica] ſubtilties, which witty and 


intereſted. Perſons would father uponis, 
_ thaugh,@ftentimes thoſe Nicettes ar 


cirberſ01g:@undleſs, thirchough-ched 
needy much! Wit:to deviſe cthem;rhere 


needs: 
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heeds: bur a little: Reaſon'to deſpiſe 
them z or ſa unintelligible; 'as to rempty 


a conſidering man to ſuſped, :that the 
Propoſers either. mean not what they 


ſpeak, or underſtand nor what they 
dy. And I could wiſh: theſe Metas 


phyſical Querks, with: which ſeveral 


noronly School-men but- other Wri- 
ters: have. perplexed: the: Doctrine of 
Predeſtinaton; of the Trinity, of the 
operation-of the Spirit of God-upon the 
will of-man , and ſome other myſtes 
ries of Cluiſtian:Religion; did nor give 
adyantages:againſt thoſe Doftrines to 
che Oppaſers of them ,” and: perhaps 
make jome tnen oppoſers, who other- 
wiſe would not have been ſo, AndI 
tear, thatitoo great an opportunity has 
been afforded: ro Atheiſticab wits by 
the unintelligible Pharicies, which! ma- 


ny have made bcld to add tro what the - 


Scripture has revealed concerning the 
Eternity and Infiniteneſs of Tod: 
For whilſt men indiſcreetly attd tnskil- 
ful-ewiſt cogecher as integral-parts of 


the ſame Doderine a'rrevealed -rrach 


with their awn Metaphylical Coecula- 
tions i aboat'it; thongh cthefe be too 


often {uchas'cantier beproved; or per- 
| Haps fo muchas underſtood, they cempt 
6 BY F 2 ſec _ 
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enough rodifcern the groundleſneſs of 
one'part of. the Doctrine, to reje& the 
whole for ic's ſake. But I fearT have 
digrefſed : For my intention was only 
to ihtimate; that'it 1snot oftentimes ſo 
much what:the Scripture ſays, as-what 
ſome men perſwade others it ſayes, that 
makes .it ſeem oblcare; and that asto 
ſome other paſſages that are ſo indeed, 
ſince it is the abſtruſeneſs of what 'is 
taught in them that makes them almoſt 
inevitably ſo, Ir is little leſs ſawcy 
upon ſuch a ſcore to find fanlt with the 
ſtyle of rhe Scripture!, than to do 1ſo 
with the Author for making us but 
men, : . 

Thus much being faid by way of 
Anſwer to the firſt ſort of Objectors of 
Darkneſs againſt. the Scripture, it is ea- 
fie to foreſee, that the ſecond ſort of 
them may endeavour to pervert what 
has been delivered tro Apologize for 
their Neglect of the Scripture, by alle- 
ging, that albeit what has been repre- 
ſented may ſerve to ſhew that the Ob- 
ſcurity of the Scripture is juſtifyable, 
yet -the very proving it needfull or fic 


that it ſhould be obſcure, is a plain cons | 
feſhog that it is ſo, Wherefore it is re 
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| quifite that I now ſay ſomthing co this. 
f | fort of-ObjeQors alſo, who are ſo un-. 
« | favourable to the Scripture and them- 
ſelves, as that, becauſe they cannot un- 
derſtand all of it, they will not endea- 
o | your to jearn any thing from it. -I have 

| already acknowledged it, and ſhall not 
now deny, that(as Heaven itſelf is nor 
all ſtars) chere may be parts of Scrip- 
ture, whoſe clear expoſitions ſhall eno- 
ble and bleſs the remoteſt of ſucceeding 
ages, and that perhaps ſome m1 ſteries 
are ſoobſcure. that they arereſerved to 
the Illumination and Blazes of the laſt 
and univerſal fire, 
- Buthere it would be confidered in 
the firſt place, that thoſe Texts that are 
ſodifficult ro be underſtood, are not ne- 
cellary to-be ſo, In points. fundamen- 
tal and \indiſpenſably neceſſary, . the 
darkneſs of Scripture is no leſs par- 
tial, chen of Zeypt, which benighted 
onely the Enemies, bur involved not 


the people of God, : in ſach Articles 


as theſe, 1f the Goſpel be hid, 'tis hidto » Con 


thens that are loſt, in whom the God of this 
World hath blinded the minds ; At leaſt 
in relation to ſuch Truths as theſe we 
| may juſtly apply that of Aoſes,where he 
tells Iſrael, This Commanament which 1 
| | F 3 command 
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much more - Numerous than + 'qhe 


Conſiderations toiching the 
command thie this day is notbidatn frons 
thee, neither '5s'# far off, — But the! 

word is very ntar untothee, in thy mouth; 
and in thy heart that»thou mayeſt av i. 
And ſurely the Bibles appropriate be- 
ing (4s it (Ulf tells us} "to exlightenvhe 
eyes, and to make wiſe the ſomple + and it 
being written for the aſe of the whole 
people of God, wheteof- the greater 
number tre'no Clerks, things are there 
expreſſed with an: Evidence proportio« 
nable to the degree of Aﬀent that they 
exact; and' are as fat forth intelligible 
fo pioks: 4nd” induſtrious Readers- Us 
they are_neceſſary to be underſtood:byt 
them; and we may\not unfirly ſay of 
the undertanding of thoſe cloudy paſs 
ſages of Scripture, whatT remember a 
Father faid of rhe Skcrament; That not 
the wanting 3r; but the [iehting Fr. ſhal 
zonders hiew. Tis'bur duty ro ſtudy 
them, 'bur ris nor-{alwayes) to- under: 
ſtand them, 
And as the Knowledge of thol? 


| Texts tharare Obſcure, isnot Necefli 


ry,* ſo thoſe others, whoſe ſenſe'is'he 
cefſiry to be underſtood , are Eaſie 
enough to. be fo, | And thoſe are as 


vrhers, as more Cliter, Yes;-there-att 


thining ; 


ſhining paſſages enough in, Scripture 
talight.us the way to Heayen, though 
fome unobyious Stars of that brighe 
Sphaxr: cannot ;be diſcerned ;withoye 
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the help of, a Teleſcope, 'Since' God 
then has been pleaſed to provide ſuffi- 
ciently for our Inſtruction , what rea- 
ſon have we to repine, if we-have in 
book, not deſigned forus alone, pro- 
vided alſo for:thoſe thar. are ficted for 
higher atcainments , eſpecially {ince,.if 
we benot wanting to-our {elyes, thoſe 
paſſages that are {0 obſcure as to reach 
us nothing elſe, may at leaſt ,teach us 
Humlity 2. + rat 
Nor does it misbecome God's Good- 
neſs any more than his Wiſdom , 0 
have ſo tempered the Canonical Books, 
2s therein to leave all ſorts. of Rea- 
ders an Exercilf for theit Infuſtry,, ang 
give even the greateſt :Daftors conti- 
nual inducements to implore- his Jn- 
ſtruions, and depend on. him tor his 
radiations, by lJeaying amongſt many 
paſſages thatſtoop unto-our weaknels, 
ſome that may: make us fenfible ot ig. 
Itſhould, me thinks, he.looked upon 
& the Prerogative, not the Diſpatage- 
menr.of the Scriptures, that the Re- 
yelation of his truth ,youghſafed ys 
2; F 4 by 
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ſhould think him but an ill-naturig 
Child, who ſhould be angry 
Strong meat provided for his Eldet 
brothers , becauſe he himſelf can yet 
-digeſt nothing but Milk, And as the 
fame Child being grown up to riper 
years would be then troubled, that ac- 
cording to his firſt envious wiſh there 
were no ſtronger Aliment provided in 


attentive and repeated peruſal of the 
Scripture, a Child in knowledge ſhall 
attain to ſome higher meaſure of skill 
1n the Scriptures, he will then be well 
pleaſed to have his underſtanding 'ex- 
'erciſed by thoſe moſt myſterious Texts; 
of which heformerly coniplained that 
they ſurpaſſedir, However, fince there 
are ſo many plain paſſages of Scipture, 
that clearly hold forth, not only all 
that is neceffary for us to know, bur 
T fear much more than we are careful 


ſtian would no more decline feeding 
on this heavenly food, though all the 
hard places ſhould ſtill remain ſuch 
to him. than the Fews would forbear 


by Godin them is like a River, where-- 
in a Lamb may quench his thirſt, and 
which an Elephant cannot exhauſt; I 


ro ſee fl 


the Family than Milk : So when by the 


to learn and practize, the zelous Chri- 
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WU bone of it were to be broken, And(inear- 
1 Foe!) would not he merit.-unrelieved 
Beggary, that ſhould refuſe the profic 
ofarich Mine, becauſe all thoſe of the 
= £ World are not yer diſcovered, nor 
t © thoſe of the 7nd:es exhauſted 2 
e | Moreover, thepretended Obſcureneſs 
of the Bible is a miſtaken diſcourage- 
ment from reading it : for the frequency 
of reading it ſtill leflens that obſcurity ; 
hich like a Miſt ſeems thicker ar a di- 
ſtance than when one enters it,and at- 
tempts a paſſage through ir, which in 
our caſe many pious Students have done 
ſo proſperouſly, as to find by welcom 
experience, that what at a diſtance de- 
terred them, was not intended to fru- 
ſtrate Induſtry, but puniſh Lazineſs, 
» Beſides, that the Scripture being a- 
yowedly the beſt Expoſitor of it (elf, 
our Ignorance of thoſe places, whoſe 
ſenſe we ſeek for,makes us often occaf1- 
onally much knowinger, and more per- 
fect in the meaning of all the reſt; and 
' makes us too ſo much more ready in 
theuſes of them, that I cannot but ap- 
ply to this' ſubjet the Fable-of that 
dying Husband-man,who by celling his 
Sons of a hidden Maſs of Wo 
2 | | e 


pn rene frnens (CD ig ms Þ "he my 
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he had buried. in a-nameleſs-place of, 
his Vineyard, occaſioned their ſo ſedus, fl; 
lous Delving all the Ground, and turn-, ,; 
irg up the Earth about the Roots-gf 
the Vines, that they found indeed a.fſ; 
Treaſure , though not in Gold, in 
Wine : for thus out of hope, by the 
light of underſtood Scriptures to pe- 
netrate the. ſenſe of the obſcurer ones, 
we occaſionally ſo improve our knows, i} ; 
ledg and readineſs in the clearer Paſ- |, 
ſages, that our By-acquiſts do richly I ; 
recompence ,our fruftrated ( or rather || 
unſycceeding) pains'; ſince our particu- || ; 
lar Diſappointments hinder not .the Þl ; 

| 

1 

| 

| 


£ 
ij5 


promotion of our general Deſign, , 
which a greater proficiency in Spiriz 
tual knowledge, and -cherefore ought 
not to deter us from the duty of thoſe Þþ 
ſearches, 4n which not onely to Diſco- 

veris happy, but even the unſucceed; 

ing Attempts are gainfull, whar ever || | 
the Event be, the pains being (eldome || : 
fruitleſs, but reaching either their end iſ 
or recompence. Ang this prompts me 
to reprelent-to you further, that not 
onely the Scripture is inftrutive upog 
the {ame' account with other Theolo- 
gical writings, but that we may hope 
to. 1mproye our underſtandings by it | 
ppon 


7 Swreorchevoty Scripture. 
dh Don this'ſcore; .thar t'is aWo'the in- 
jitured meangs,.as well of Knowledge, 
þs-of Grate; and appointed for our 
ſaſtrucion'by kim, who,7 as Sin came 
&Finto the World'by Mans liſtning to 
0 Bike Words 'of the Devil, is'pleaſed to 
© Bake Reſtoring Grace operare chiefly: 
* Eby our liftnins to 'the Word -of God 
5 | (whether heard or read; ) Wherefore 
7 thoſe, whony the Intuirion'of this en- 
couragement invites to bedtiligent Per- 
uſers of the Scriprare , do to their m- 
firm underſtandings, as the Inhabirants 
of GenneZareth did to their-ſick and 
weak Counttey-men, lay themin Jeſus 


recovery: "Tis of (at Jeaft one of) the 
darkeſt books 'ofthe Scriprure, thar jt 
Isſatd, Bleffed is he that readeth,andthey 
that hear -the - words of this Prophecy: 
Co Eunuch > porn '\would 

though upon the high way ) -needs 
read the Prophet Iſaiah, and REA 
appears by his queſtion to 'Philipas then 
he underſtood nor what he'read, yet 
did the Spirit take thence (perhaps 2- 
tiſe, as well as) opportunity to reveal 
Chriſt unto him, and both fatisfie him 
of the meaning of that Prediction, and 
acquaint” him with the freſhand bappy 
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his way, _—_—_ in that 'of 


Accom- 


Mark 6, 
V. 56. 


Rev. 12. 
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"Conſterations touching the P 
Accompliſhmenr of ir, And ſurely rhisY 


Conſideration of the Bibles being one[];; 
of the Conduir-pipes, through which; 
God. hath: appointed- to conveigh high, 
Truths, as weltas Graces to his Chill p 
dren , ſhould merthinks both hugely 
animate us to. the ſearching of. the j; 
Scriptures, and equally refreſh us in ic. -, 
For as no Inſtrument is weak ia an om- x 
nipstent hand:ſo ought no means to beſſ ; 
looked upon as more promiſing thanfſ 
that which is. like to be proſpered by | 
Grace, as 'tis deviſed by Omaiſcience, | 
We may confidently expe Gods ble(-f / 

j 

. 

; 


- Ting upon his own Inſtitutions, ſince we 


know, that whatſoever we ask according 
to:the will of God, hewill give it us, and 
we can ſcarce ask any thing more agree» 
ableto the will of God, thanthe compe- 
tencunderſtanding of that Book, wheres || - 


in his Will is contained. -...;. - Nl. 


A 


The Difficulty ought not to deter us |Þ ; 


| from thedutyof Searching che Scrip- ||; 


tures, the difficulteſt commands of God 
being a Warrant to a Believers con || 
fidence of being enabled Acceprably 
(though not Exactly ) ro obey them || - 
which St. Peter ſeems to have knowa || : 
well in the Theory, though he failed un || - 
the Practice, when to be enabled ip |- 
| i 
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I thatour Saviour would pleaſe to com- 
Imand himto/come to him upon the 
water, The Bible is indeed amongſt 
"I Books, what the Diamond is amongſt 
ly] flones, the preciouſeſt, and the ſpark- 
he lidgeſt, the moſt apr to ſcatter lighr , 
GJ 2nd yer the ſolideſt, and the moſt pro- 


I'iyalk upon' the Sea, he defires onely 21-112 


* Aa 
. - - 


i-J-per to make Impreſſions : but were it 


NF 35 unſuitable to its End, as*tis the con- 


oy 'trary,l ſhould remember, that our Sa- Jobs 9. 6, 


7.f viour could {ucceſhvely imploy. even 
| clay and ſpittle to illuminate blind 
Y eyes: and though I thought the Bible 
©F to be on other accounts no more than 
$0 equal ro other books of Morality and 
of Devotion, Gods Deſignation would 
"| make me ſtudy it more hopefully, by 


minding me of that of the Syrian Le- 


|| per, when he would needs have 4bans 
jy and Parphar, Rivers of Damaſcus, like- 
ly to beas medicinal for his diſeaſe, as 
"8 Fordan, and vainly fantſied, that Gods 
appointment could not put a diffe- 
"| rence berwixt things that knew no 0- 
"| ther. | 

| + 1 know, that becauſe of the Inter- 


"Scripture with the Clear ones, there are 
-divers well-meaning, and evendevout 
ToYk h perſons 


2 Kings 5. 


V. I 2s 


| 'mixture of ſome Obſcurer Texts of 


v2 Conſivexations tonching the } 
2 72238 ,perſons. that- leave the ſtudy of 1 1t far} o 
- -- that ofother books of Religin, which { 
by leavingout all ſuch difficulter mat ie 
ters ſeem to promiſe moreof Inſtrugz 
on: But notwithſtanding this,I ſhall na q 
much ſcruple to affirm ; that, as the 
Moon, for all thoſe darker arts, We k 
call her ſpots, gives us a much. greatefl- 
light,than the Scars that ſeem all. lumi-ſſ: 
.nons; ſo. will the $cripture;-for all it} - 
Obſcurer paſſages, afford the Chriſtialſ - 
and Divinemore light than'the m__ 4 
eſt humane Authors. n 
To diſpatch, ſince the Scripture j A t 
both a Naturally proper; 'and an Inſti 
tuted Inſtryment to conveigh Reveale 
"knowledge to the:ſtudiets of it; and ib 
.1r many "Clear paſſages may inſtrud 
_ Ordinary, capacities; and :it's:Darke 
ones may! either recompenſe more- 1g- 


P 
| 

ſ 

t 

b 
quiſitive wits or bumble them.;- I fee} c 
not, why the Obſcureneſs of a {mall c 
_ 

t 

: 

£ 

; 

b 

y 

t 


part of it ſhould deterr any fort of pious] 
perſons fromtheperuſal of the-whole 
Pſzl. 11g. And as the Word of: God:is termed 


verſ. 105. 


=. tn, ſo hath it this property of wht 
6.23 -.itiscalled;; that both the plaineſtRu- 
Ricks may, if chey-will aot wiltully ſhut 
Their eyes, by the benefit of irs light d- I 
16 their: eps, . and the deepeſt Ph | t 
. loſophers 


- 


7 -Stylvofthed; Scriptures, 
ff bſophers- may be exerciſed, if nor 
<I poſed and- dazled with it's abſtru- 
-f| ſer myſteries, _ For. thus in the Scri- 
{| pture the Ignorant may learn all re- 
of quifice. Knowledge, and the moſt 
hel Knowing may learn to diſcern: their 
Well Ignorance, 
bo 7 5-1 | 
0 þ The ſecond Objection. 
Wl 456 1125 © wo, 
aj: To proceed now to the ſecond 
6 Objection againſt the Style of Scrip- 
\ ture :: The ſeemingly Disjoynted Me- 
$Þ thod 'of char Book is by many much 
| Cavilled ar; to which, were the Sup- 
poſal a Trurh, 'T mightreply, That the 
i} Book of Grace doth bur therein re- 
a0 (emble che Book of Nature; wherein 
fff the Stars, (however Aſtronomers have 
+ been pleas'd to form their Conftellati- 
: ons ) are. not more Nicely or Metho- 
5 
a 
t 
t 


dically plac'd than the Paſſages of 
NF Scripture: That where there's nothing 
| bur Choice Flowets, in what Order fo- 
ever you find chem, they-will make a 
good Poſie: That ir became not the 
Majeſty of God to ſuffer himſelf ro'be 
etter'd to' Hamane Laws of Method, 
- | which devis'd-onely for our own Nat- 
- | tow - and Low Conceptions would 
1 08  fome- 


354 | JeErartons 10 
ſometimes'/be Improper for,: 
ous to his, who may well ſay(as he doth 
in the Propher) that his Thoughts are 


Ffay 55: *> 
$2 


"Heavens are higher than the Earth; 
ſo arerhis Thonghts higher: than our 


for,and Injuti- 


fo far from being ours, that, As the 


thoughts : T hat as a Mixture of Am- 
ber-Griece and Musk is more Redo- 
lent than the Single Ingredients; and as 
in Compound Medicines, (as Mithri- 


dare and Treacle) the Mixture gives] 
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the EleQuary a higher Virtue than theſſ - 
Sever'd Drugs poſleſſ'd ſo oftentimes} 


in Morality and Divinity, a Compli- 


cation of Precept and Example, df 
Rhetorick and Myſtery, may Operateſſ 


better. than their Diſtintion would, 


And ſure we-ſhould Fudge that Man / 


a very Captious Creature, that ſhould 
take Exception at a Profer'd ſum, 
onely becauſe the Half-Crowns, Shil- 
lings,and Six-pences, were not ſorted in 
Diſtint Heaps, but huddled into One, 
"This, I fay, with much more, might be 


repreſented, were the Scripture-Se-}- 


ries as Deſtitute of Method, as ispre- 
tended: bur the Truth is, that the Me 


thod, though ir be not ' Pedantically || | 
Nice, is Proper and Excellent; (if the} 
Goodneſs of a Method beto be Jadg | 


: 


—" 


ied © 


particular Reaſons, and, for the mo 


-part, are accompted for by Judicious 
Expoſitors. : and as for the frequent 
(and ſometimes long) Digreſſions, ex- 
cepred - againſt . in the Epiſtles of 
Sr. Pas! , were he a bare Hymane Wri- 
ter, I ſhould poly attribute his fre- 


quent Excurſions to his Fulneſs upon 


+All Subjects, not his Wang of Skill to 


Proſecute any One 3 and, compare his 
Pen to thoſe Generous Horſes, whoz 
though never ſo. well Managed , will 
ever be Jetting.our on this or that ſide 


-of che Path ,. not out of Undiſciplined- 
neſs , bur purely quiof Metal : But 
-looking-upon St. Paul under. another 


Notion, I ſhall rather chooſe to tell 
7 : EY 8 i > +4. p< 4:4 ww 04 
You, that as Rivers are ſaid to run r6 


«theSea, though ofrentimesche Igzerpo- 


bal 


-4icion. of hard.or rifing Grounds z © 
- bther Obſtacles ;- __ thety to fie 


Katy 


winding Meaxders , that they ſeemrg 
retreat from rhe Ocean they tend tos 
which "nevertheleſs with encreafed 
Streams they afterwards bend 2e2in 
their intermitted Conrfe to , having 
waterd and fertiliz'd by their Paf- 
ſage theGrounds through which they 
ſeem'd to wander :'ſo our Apoſtle ; 
thongh he dire& his Diſcourſe to his 
Main Scope , may not only without 
Declining it, but in Orderto it , (for 
in ſome Cafes the Wiſdome of the 
Proverb will inform us,that the Long- 
eft Way about is the neareſt Way 
Home ) ſeem for a while to abandon 
it, by fetching acompaſs ro Anſwer 
ſome Obvious,or Anticipate ſome Ta- 
cit. Objetion , and afterwards more 
Proſperouſly reſume his former Con- 
{iderations , now Strengthen'd by the 


Defeat of theinterpoſing Scruples, ha- | 


ving by the By happily Illuſtrated and 
Enck/d choſe Subjects , which his In- 
cidental Excurftons led him Occaſto- 
nally co' handle, T muſt add, that in 
St. Paul's , as in thereſt of the Inſpired 
Writings, the meer Want of Heeding 
the Holy Ghoſt's way of Writing , 
makes the Method appear ro us ar 4 
yery great Diſadyanrage; For in the 


Hi | 


A, 
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« | Hiſtorical Parts'of Scripture, whenthe 
-- [Order of Time 1s:Interrupted , thoſe 
7 | @voIrrre + meoabde; and indvodiu , and 
- [:fuch Diſlocations ; are us'd oftentimes 
 ['only. to comply with the Connexion 
” of the Matter; and either diſpatch all 
'that belongs to the ſame long Narra- 
tive at.once, or elſe to joyn Pallages 
- | Ally'd :in ſome other Circumſtance 
+ | though: Sever'd inthat of Times and 
ſometimes too,things are inſerted, which 
do. not readily ſeem pertinent co the 
Series of the Diſcourſe ; bur ate Ex- 
tremely ſo to.fome Scgpe of the Au- 
thor , andafford much Light and Ex- 
cellent 'Hints to. the Reader. Somme- 
\ | times the Coherence, where ic appears 
, | Defedive.,. may bevery well made out 
by rendring Hebrew Verbs (and ſome 
Greek Aorzſts ) in a Preterpluperfect 
Senſe inſtead of.a;Perfet ; ot by ſame 
[ſuch other Grammatical Variation of 
'the Words, as all that underſtand He- 
*brew well, know to beallow'd by the 
Propriety of that Tongue , which 


ipnores divers Moods and Tenlſes, &c, - 


of 'our Weſtern Languages, Some- 


tes that which ſeetns Incoherent toa + 


-Diſcourſe;; ferves really co Prevent a 
'Foreſcen (though perhaps not alwayes 
$0013 G 2 Obs 


"oh, 


58 


Rom.8v, 
ver. 32, 


Fohn t 3. 
. verſ. 13, 
2 Pet. x1, 
=— 
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tion of it ; and ſo muſt not be judg'd 
Impertinent to a Doctrine , which: it 
hinders from being either. ſcrupled at 
or abuſed. Sometimes the Prophets, in 


- the midſt of the Mention of particular 
-Mercies Promis'd to , : or Judgment; 
.Denounc'd againſt the People of God, 
- Sally one into Pathetical Excurſions re- 
lating to the Meſſias, which ſeem. ex- 


tremely Abrupt and Incoherent with 
the reſt, to them that conſider not. hoy 


-ſeaſonable the Mention of Chriſt mg 
-be, both in thas of the Mercies of . God, 
of which he is the Foundation and P+ 


nacle, the Ground and Conſummation, 
(and the Promiſe made of him, taught 
the Faithfull to reafon thus with his 
Apoſtle, He that ſpared not his own 
Son , but delivered him ug. for us all, 
how ſhall he mot with him alſo fret 
ly give ws all things ? ) and with the 


- Threats of the Judgments of God, in 


which he was his People's Grand Con- 


ſolation, Sometimes 5 Sd dozaa®, The 


Teacher,that Biſhop of our Sonls, who 


-was in the Supreme Degree of Perfe- 
Qion , with St. Pasl required of a By 
hop » Sidexiinc , both Fir and Forward 
-to Teach, takes a Riſe from any Invi- 
ws | cation, fl . 


Af 


'""Confiverations tvurhing the 
' Obvious )- Probability - of Miſapplice- 


pom, end oo © £ 09 %_ _—_ ©Q_ oa yu, my fawg min my gu Wy a&h © gap” wa, v 


-o* A&A &.zya na, we nRÞIJIf tt-=* 


- StyleofthebÞ. Scriptures. 
tation, either of a Word, Expreſſion, or 
Theme, - though belonging to his own 
1} firſt Subject, to give further tnſtructions, 

ary by digrefling alittle to that occaſional 
nf and intervening Theme; which, how- 
af everit related to his Matter, ſuited ve- 
wtf ry well with his Mercitul Inclinations 

d | to inſtruct dimm Mortals, Sometimes , 
<-f| nay oftentimes, the Inſpir'd Diſcour- 
x-F| ſers ſeem to fay things not onely Inco- 
thi herent but Contradidtory; ' ( as is very 
Wi remarkable in divers of St. Pau!'s Epi- 
70 files, where heſeems to praiſe and dif- 
Cf praiſe the ſame Perſons) whereas ad- 
-£ dreſſing themſelves ro Mixt Aſſem- 
Lf blies, wherein (as Noah and Ham in the 
tf Ark ,” and the Tares and the Wheat in 
5} Agro Dominico) there were both Good 
of and Bad Men, Hereticks ,. eſpecially 

| Gnoſticks, -and Orthodox Chriſtians, 
|| they only ſo wiſely diſpens'd and tem- 
el pered their Diſcourſe , that both theſe 

1 forts of Perſons might find ſomething 

in what was in general terms deli- 
| vered, to appropriate to themſelyesin 
| particular ; which Application was ne- 
| ceſfarily left ro their own Conſciences 
to make. Sometimes the Otder is in 

Scripture much diſturb'd or injur'd by 
the Omiſfion: or Miſplacing of a Pa- 
I WM Ss rel- 


 Confiverntions tonehinetſe 
renthefis, For there not being any i 
the Hebrew Copies,nor (as 'tis thought) 
in the Original &reek-ones, the Pubs: 
liſhers of the ſeveral Editions of the: 
Bible, have plac'd Parentheſes/as they: 
have judg'd-moſt convenient; ſomein- 
cluding in them what others leave our: 
of them3 and ſomemaking long ones, 
where others make none at alt ;- and: 
erhaps' none of them having been ſa 
Pages: as to leave no-Roomfor Altera- 
. tions, that may deſerve the Title of 
CorreQtions and Amendments, And 
(ometimes too, the ſeeming Immerho- 
dicalneſs of the New Teſtament (nor: 
to determine any things of the Anti- 
quity , (which is certainly Great)- and 
the Authority of the Accents,and Par- 
tition of the Old Teftament, (becauſe 
amongſt very able Criticks Adhuc [uk 
Fudice lis eff) is due to'the inconye-' 
nient Diſtintion of Chapters and Ver- 
ſes now'in uſe : which though it be a 
very great Help to the Memory , and 
be ſome other wayes ſerviceable; yer 
being of no Greater Antiquity than! 
Its Contriver , Stephanus 5 and being 
(though now of General uſe ) but of 
Private Authority , and by himdrawa | 
wpin haſte ; it vill beperhaps no flan- 


der 
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ſometimes Sever'd Matters that ſhould 
have been left United, and United 0- 
cthers which more conveniently he 
might have Sever'd,and that his Lucky 
Attempt ought not to lay any Re- 
ſtraint upon other Learned Men, from 
making uſe ofthe ſameLiberty he took 
in altering the former Partitions ( for 
of them I ſpeak,not of the Puncation) 
of the New Teſtament ; in altering 
his Alterations, to the beſt Advantage 
of the Senſe or Method, The Analy- 
tical Works of ſome (TI wiſh I could 
ſay Many) Judicious Expofitors and 
Divines upon the Scripture , may ſuffi- 
ciently manifeſt irs being generally 
reducible enough to a Perſpicuous 
Order ; and that it conforms to the 
known Laws of Method , where its 
Diviner one doth not tranſcend them. 
And it were not impoſſible for me to 


give diyers Inſtances to manifeſt , that 


as the North-ſtar , though it be lefle 
luminous than many others , yet , by 
reaſon of irs Poſition , doth better 
guide the Pilot, than ev'n the Moon 
her ſelf: ſo are there ſome Texts in 


| Scripture , which though leſſe Conſpi- 


G4  cuous 


... | der to that Induſtrions Promoter of 
*j Heavenly Learning , to ſay, he hath 
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much inferiour , if they were not as 


well confi derable for cheir being There, | 


as ſuch. | 
The third 0bjettion, 


Allyd to their ObjeQtion , wha 
find Pant with the Scriptore for being 
Immethodical, is theirs; who would 
_ fainperſwadens, -tharir'is feldomCo- 


herent , and ſcarce any where Diſcur- 


ſve, And I have obſerv'd with frou- 
ble, that ev'n ſome Pious Readers are 


eaſily rempted to look npon the Bible. 


as barely a Repoſitory of Sentences 
and Clauſes, where Divine Truths lie 
Huddl'd, and not Rang'd, andareroo 


eady to apply to its Texts the Title, 


Xerogave Seneca's ſtyle , -of Arena ſine 
calce, Whereas an Intelligent and 
- Attentive Peruſfer may cleerly enough 
diſcern,both that the Prophets and A- 
poſtles do make frequent Deductions: 
and Inferences , and that their Argu- 
ments , though not caſt into Mood and 
Figure > are oftentimes as cogent as 


cuous in nthernſclves, -are Zh reaſod KA 
their Relation'to a Context , more In- | 
ſtrutive than other | more Rabin | 
Paſſages , to which Theſe would be 


cheirs 
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ir ys Thad uſe Wow Syllogitns im 
i- | Barbara,. I frequently' entertain my 
it” | ſelf with both has Authors', and yet 
ce: | methinks, 'St. Paw] Reaſons as Sotidly 
Ss [2nd as Acurely as Ariſtotle : and cer 
” rainly, according to David's Logick, 
"(He that planted the Ear ſhall he not py. ga. 
hear ? he that fram'd the Eye ſhall he not 7. 10. © 
ſee ? he that teacheth Mans K nowledge by: 
ſhall not he know ?_ ) 'the: Firſt and 

Grand - Author - of Reaſon: ſhould: as 

well know, how to manage and: diſ- 

cloſe that Faculry » as they thar poſi 

ſeſs it but by Participation , and gli- 

ſter ſo-but with-ſome'tew condeſcend- 

| ing Beams', vouchſaf'd by-that brighe 

Sah,who i is indeed the Farbep of Lights, Jam. 1.17, 

| from which eath Good and Pirfett Gifs 

- | deſcends, But on this oceafion to point 

- | ata few Particulars , I conſider 

x, Thar fome' Ratiocinations 'of 

Scriptures remain undiſcern'd or: miſ- 

| nnderſtood.,, becauſe of our unacquain- 

redneſſe with the Figurative, and (of- 

tentimes) Abrupt way of Arguing ti- 

ſual amongſt the Eaſtern People, who 

intheir Arguments us'd to leave "much 

to the Diſcretion- and :ColleRtion of 

thoſe they dealt with and diſcours'd at 


a wide diſtance from the Logical 
Forms 


FT, oY, rw 


© * 1) 4 
at 


Forms of our Furepeas Schools, as to, 
Perſons verſt in their Writings cannq(yl! 
þut be nqtorious. Mi; 7 
/.. 2, That the ſeeming Tncoherency| 
of many Ratiocinations proceeds pure: 
ly from the-mifcrendring of. the Origh 
._ , nal Particles, eſpecially of the Hebrey 
. .» Conjanction:Copulative F4#., or X, 
Cas: *tis diverſ]y pronounc'd by thy 
Fews, of whom I ſhall here adyertif 
you once for all, that they. have cons 
teſt tome, they differ in pronouncing 
Hebrew , not only from the Chriſtiats, 
but exceedingly from one another) fg 
there is hardly any of thoſe Particles 
that hath not. beſides the Qbvious, Va; 
r:Ous 5 gs , of which, if chat 
were $kilfully and freely in eyery Text 
taken up , that would There afford the 
Beſt Senſe, the Scripture would , I am 
confident, appear much more Coherent 
and Argumentative than Tranſlations 
or Expoſitors are wont to make. it ; 
and though Idid but conſider how ma- 
ny thouſand times the Particle Yaf is 
uſed- in the Scripture , and thatic doth || © 
not Onely ( though it do Primarily) c 
fignifie AND , bur hath alſo (I ſpeak | * 
within Compaſs ) four or five and 
twenty other ſignifications ( as That, 

| Þur, 
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tut, Or, So,.'When,:Therefote, Yer; 
Fhen, Becauſe, Now, As,Though,obv; 
2nd that the Senſe: only- gives it- chis 
great Diverſtty of Acceptions'z I can- 
not. bur think; that if we alwayes: al- 
low'd our ſelves an equal freedome in 
rendring'it, wherethe Motive (which 
the Exigency or Conveniency of the 
$enſe)is the ſamez the dexterous uſe and 
Rendting of that one Patticle , wonld. 
make no {mall Numberof Texts both 
better Underſtood, and more Eſteem'd. 

3. That ſometimes ( eſpecially-in 
Salomon's and St, Paul's Writings ): in 
mariy Paſſages fo penn'd-as to contain 
flike Sexeca's) atacit kind of Dialogue, 
That is anskilfully by Readers,andeven 


acerpreters , taken foran Argumentor 


an Afſertion , which is indeed an Obje- 
&ion: and that ſach a Miſtake muſt 
mightily Diſcompoſe the Contexcure 
of a Diſcourſe , even a raw Logictan 
need not be told, 5 1 


q 4. That the Omiſſhon or Muſplacing 


of Parentheſes (which the Hebrew Texc 


[| altogether'wanting , Interpreters have 


ſupply'd and us'd art their own Diſcre- 
tion) makes the Scripture oftentimes 
appear leſs Diſcurftive , as well as 


( what we elſewhere complait of) leſs 


Metho- 


5 & XZ i 6 8 : ET i [2 « f * b Y 
oj 4 £ ? 4 2 


Methodical.” And thelike may be 


of the Points of Interrogation, © For 


whether it betrue orno what the Cri-|. 


ticks eſteem, that in the Original Greek 


Copies of -the New: Teſtament thers|: 


were: no ſuch Points ( as indeed I haye 
found them wanting in the Ancienteſt 


Manuſctipts'I have ſeen) 'tis certain, |: 


thatin our Modern Copies, both Greek 


and Tranſlated ; the Authors of ſeveral | 


Editions have variouſly plac'd them as 
theniſelves thought fit : and though in- 
ſtead of the Interrogative Point, the 
Hebrews make uſe of their inte!roga+ 
tive He ;' yet that the Senſe of the 
Words, anda certain ſuppoſed Modu- 
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lation, do oftentimes make an Interro- | 


- gation where that He is wanting , al 
Hebrician can ſcarcely ignore, no more 
thana Logician , that the Interrogation 
is not alwayes ſupply'd to the beſt Ad- 
vantage of the Scripture's Logick, - 
5. That the Apoſtles and other In- 
ſpir'd Diſcourſers 1n the Bible, divers 
times uſe Arguments, not to Convince 
Oppoſers, but to Confirm Believers, 
For the Perſons they reaſon with, be-- 
ing ſuch, oftentimes. as Eſteem them 
Teachers fent-fram God, upon whoſe 
{core all they Teach exacts Belief, they: 


4 
\ 
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may 
_ 
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Errationality- uſe Argu- 


nay 
py 


or | ments. ro: confirm in their- DoRtine 
ri-|Men already acquieſcing in the Princi= 
þ| ples of it, and perfwaded of their In- 
76 | tegrity , Sufficiency , and Authority g 


VE 
Js 
1, 
17 
al 


Ke 


| know more of r 
- | of God thin other Men; and. would 
| teach Nothing as Such that was not ſo, 


Vil 
» 


that *rwould be improper to urge a- 
gainſt a Refraory Disbeliever, that is 
convinc'd of none of theſe, _ And: as 
Maſters often uſe in inſtructing their 
Scholars , Arguments they would for- 
bear to inſiſt on againſt a. Profeſs'd 
Antagoniſt : ſo the Apoſtles dealing 
with thoſe that thought them Infpir'd 
Teachers , and fully Inſtructed in the 
Myſteries of Scripture. , and the De- 
lign'd Diſpenſations of God , might 
juſtly draw Inferences not to be urg'd 
againſt an Infidel , from a Doctrine 
hiſt delivered by themſelves, or from a 
Text or Paſſage wherein thoſe they rea- 
ſorrd with juſtly ſuppos'd they might 

# Mind and Counſel 


..6, That Arguments Exquiſite,and (as 


| Artiſts term them ) Apodidtical , had 
| been oftentimes leſs Proper in Diſ- 


courſes, which being addreſt to Popu- 
lar Auditories , requir'd rather Popu- 
lar Arguments which the Iaſpir'd Diſ- 
Rr | courſers 


rcourſers; employ-, bur as likely to by, 
berter Underſtood, mdmore-prevalent: 
than thoſe which arg fo Logical that. 
they -requite-Logicians torellith chem; 
Where Teaching and Perſwading is 
the Defign ,- not only the Native Ce 
gency of a Ratiocination-is tobe cons 
fiderd +; but it's Proportion to their. 
Spirits 'tis addres'd to, and it's aptitude 
to Work-upon them, For as a Spider 
will catch-Flies better than a Hawk 
can,as a'Cat is more fit to deſtroy Mice 
than a Gray-hound , though this be 
ſtronger and fwifter ; and as-the Crow- 
ing of a Cock will ( according to fa 
mous Naturaliſts) ſooner trighr a Lion 
than the Bellowing of a Bull , though 
the latter-be much che more terrifying 
Noiſe; andproceed from the more fors 
midable Animal: ſo ofcentimes weaker 
and Popular Arguments, ſacceed ber- 
ter 'with areſembling Auditory-, than 
the Itrefragableſt Syllogiſms, 
'7, Thar divers Scripture-Arguments 
. donor Logically and Cogently prove 
the Thing they would petſwade, 'meer- 
Iy becaule they were meant only for 
what Logicians call Areuwmenta ad Ho- 
minem; ( Reaſonings, deſigned not ſo 
Ptoperly:ro Demonſtrate MG” 
as cney 
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they contend for , inclatively and ab- 
Wiactedly:conſfider'd,; asroconvince of 
Rihe Trurh of thar Opinion, "the Perſons 
they are addreſ&'d to) and: conſequent» 
y'the Inſpir'd Difconrfers :arguing +? 
Copce(sis, from Princi fe conceded and 


Y 


Confeſs'd by thefe they reaſon with, 
though the Principles ſhould be unſo- 
id, the Ratiocination s.'nor, Thus 
there are Divers Texts'of the Old Te- 
ſtament apply'< co Chriſt in the New, 
which though they did -not now inevi- 
tably conclude againſt the Preſerc 
Jews , were without any Illogicalnefſe 
employ'd againſt their Anceſtors ; be- 
Fauſe thenthe Relation of thoſe Paſla- 
ges to the Meflias was ſo acknow- 
kedg'd , that there needed bur the Per- 
tnent Applications made of chem ih 
the New Teſtament ; whereas theRe- 
facorinefle of the Succeeding Fews 
hath raught them to deviſe ſo many 
Sophiſtical Evaſions toelude the Texts 
ve ſpeak of , that'they now -Diſpure 
nronly che Applicationof them , buc 
the Explication' too, St, Fade argues 
with the Rodomonts of: bis Time, our 
&'the Story of the Arch-Angels and 
the Deyil'sConceſt about the Body of 
Wiſes: and though pertiaps'that ou 
BE 5 | [1 0 i 
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be: (like: the Fewiſh Book: noon, ; 
ſeems not improbable it: was taken) 
ſomewhat Apocryphal, yer asJlong4,] 
they Reverenedit, 34; ie was. not Irratio- 
tal in him-ro urge thern- with it, and 
employ:it:to the Redargurion of - ther 
Inſolence; :And as Although there he 
nothing leſſe folid ; and more fickk 
than the Wind ; yer the $kilful Pilot 
diligently obſerves it ,, .and makes it 
drive onhis Ship more forcibly , than 
the Powerfulleſt and beſt contriv'd Ex 
Bins in the: World could : ſo thouzif 
there beſcarce any thing more. ground. 
lefſe-and unſtable than Popular Opt; 
-nions and: Perſwaſtons , yet a Wik 
"Teacher negle&s them not , and mg 
ſometimes make ſuch uſeof them, 
to draw thence Arguments more Ops 
rative than the -accurateſt Syllogiſin 
Logick coulddeviſe, And indeed the 
moſt convincing Proofs of Afertion 
being ever afforded by the Medium 
wherein-both- parties agree , not onhf 
Socrates in Plato's Dialogues, but dex 
-terous Diſcourſers generally : have of 
ten eleed. the drawing of: Inference 
from the Opinions and Conceſſions d 
- thoſe they, dealt wi as the moſt per- 
(rafive and; ſucceſsful way of ler | | 
To all which Iſhall add; 8; Thi 
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eh; 3. That another ching which very 
n) [progeny keeps Men from diſcerning 
i the Reaſonings (and conſequently ot- 
5 | tentimes the Reaſonableneſs and true 
Sen(e)of Scripture Texts,is,the Shineſs 
of Divines to ler the Context and the 
eff Speakers Scope, regulate their choice, 
kf amongſt all the Various, though not e- 
qually Obvious, fignifications of Ambi- 
guons Words and Phraſes.” Tis not that 
(as far as ! have obſerved) Men almoſt 
n= of all Reiigions are nor wont to make 
ol bold with ( and perhaps. for a need to 
ff Strain or Wreſt) Phraſes and Words of 
Scripture, wien the giving them leſs 
{6} pſual Notions may fir them to ſerve 
their turns : bur the Miſchief is, that 
they decline the Commoneſt Accepti- 
«|| 90s, bur to make the Texts they quit, 
nfl tkemin , Symphonize with their Te- 
Lf nents, nor with their neighbouring 
vl Texts.” Twere methinks Impartialler, if 
thefrequenter Impartialler ofan Expreſ- 
j fron be to be wav'd ( as oftentimes ir 
|| muſt) for one leſs Current, to dothis 
to make the Scripture Coherent or 
Diſcurfiye : and then, for. our Opi- 
nions,, rather to conform them to the 
| caſe of the Scripture, than wreſt the 
| Words of Sctiptureto Them, Bur per- 


: 


- 


i 


FC: Y «4 
Lad \ Ts 
: 


” 00'S Lite OE OT IERuney X , 
2 SOA? RO FRO IP 4» of 6 rd JETT DL IS ONS 1 3 ISO INES. 308 OF 0 EO "> RO Et 0g TE _ 
Y >. IEP $5 > oe WA; +: £$554.S p < » TY # * 19 "= Pr 3 x - IJ PW; x O83 +": "I 
rt 0 SO REENS BY EW NO RE =o. 
4 R 1 5 4 we ig 
f . Pa T2 
4 er on oft / | nn tf I; ; 
”, . 4 >: 2» 


haps this Impartiality would filence too 
many of our clamorous Controverſies 
( by ſhewing ſome to be Groundleſg 
and others Undeterminable) to be like. 
ly to take place in the heated Spirits of | 
men 5 ſomeof whom , Ifear, whileſt 
their fewds anc Fierceneſs laſt, would 
be willinger to have the Texts of Scrips 
ture looſe ſtones, which they may more 
eaſily throw at their Adverſaries , than 
Built up intoa Structure, wherein they 
muſt loſe that conyenience ( it being 
difficult to pluck ſtones our of a Build- 
ing) though Reaſon her ſelf were the 
Architect, 

But to leave theſe eager diſputants 
to their Animoſities , we ſhall again 
repeat , that the Bible loſes much by 
not being conſider'd as a Syſteme, For 
though many other Books are compa 
rable ro Cloath, in which by a flmall 
Pattern we may fafely judge of the 
whole piece ; 'Yet the Bible is like a 
fair Suit of Arras , of which though a 
Shread may aſſure you of the fineneſle 
of the Colours, and Richneſs of the 
ſtuff, yer the Hangings neyer appeat 
ro their true Advantage, but when they 
are diſplay'd to their full Dimenfions; 
and feen together, 150 

Theſe] - 
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5, Theophilus, among ma- 
ny others, may be repreſented on the 


(behalf of the Scripture , againſt thoſe 


who will needs Cenſure it as a Colle- 
gion , not to ſay a Heap, of Immethos 
dical and Incoherent Paſſages, But 
leſt you thould ſuſpe& me of Partia- 
lity, I ſhall ingenuouſly confeſs to you, 
that there are ſome things in the Oe- 
conomy of Scripture, that do ſome- 
what Diſtreſs my Reaſon to find a Sa- 
tisfactory accompt of ; and that there 
ae very few things wherein my Curi- 
olity is more concern'd , and would 
more welcom a Reſolution in, But 
when-I remember how many things 
{ once thought Incoherent, in which 
Inow think I diſcern a Cloſe {though 
Myſtick ) ConneQion ; when I reflect 
oh the Author and the Ends of the 
Scripture , and when I allow my (elf 
to imagite how exquiſite a Symme- 
try ( thongh as yet undiſcern'd by me) 
Omniſcience Doth , and After-Ages 
(probably) Will diſcover in the Scrip- 
ture's Method ,, inſpite of thoſe ſeem- 
ing Diſcompofures that now puzzle 
me: when Fhiok pon all this, Ifay, 
I think ic juſt ro check my forward 


| Thoughts, that would either preſume 
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Fitneſs of Means to Ends unknown; 
and am reduc'd to think that Oecono- 
my the Wiſeſt , that is choſen by a 
Wiidom ſo boundleſs, that it can ar 
once Survay all Expedients, and ſo.Vn; 
byaſs'd , that it hath no intereſt to 


chooſe any , but for it's being Fitteſt, 


I ſhall annex , that Ithink thoſe muſt 
derogate hugely from the Scripture, 
who onely confider the Senſe of the 
Particular Sections, orev'n Books of it: 
forI conceive, that (asinalovely Face, 
though the Eye, the Noſe, the Lips, 
and the other Parts fſtngly look'd on 
may beget Delight and deſerve Praiſe; 
yet the whole Face muſt neceſſarily 
loſe much by not being ſeen All roge- 
ther ; fo) though the ſever'd Leaves 
and Portions of Scripture. do Irrela- 
tively,and in themſelves,ſufficiently be- 
tray and evidence their own Heaven- 
ly Extraction; - yet he that ſhall arten- 
tively ſarvay that whole Body of Ca- 
nonical Writings we now call the Bi- 
ble , and ſhall judiciouſly in their Sy- 
Keme compare and confer them to 
each other , may diſcern upon the 
whole Matter, ſo admirable a Contex- 


toknow all the Recluſe Endsof Omni. 
ſcience - or peremptorily judge of the 
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ture and Diſpoſition , 'as may manifeſt 7 
that Book to be the Work of the ſame 
3 | Wiſdom , that ſo Accurately compos'd 
* | che Book of Nature , and fo Divinely- 
JF contriv'd this vaſt Fabrick of the 
Cy World, The Books of Scripture illu- 
Ti ftrate and expound each other; Gene- 
Of js and the Apocalypſe are in ſome things 
+ © reciprocal Commentaries ; (as in Tri- 
t gonometry the Diſtanteſt fide and An- 
2 f| gle uſe beſt to help us to the Know- 
© [| ledge one of th' other, ) and as inthe 
Mariners Compaſs , the Needle's ex- 
>| tremity , though ir ſeem to point pur- 
» | poſely -but at the North; doth yet at 
, the fame time diſcover both Eaſt and 
| Weſt, as diſtant as they are from it, 
' | and from each other: ſo do ſome Texts 
"| of Scriptare guide us to the Intelli- 
* | gence of others , from which they are 
widely diſtant in che Bible, and ſeem {o 
in the Senſe, Tis as High as Pious a 
Satisfaction to obſerve how the Sacred 
Pen-men ſupply each others Omifh- 
ons { as is very obſervable in the four 
Evangeliſt's mention of the Genealo- 
gy of Chriſt, ) according to Gods De- 
grees and Seaſons in diſpenſing the 
Knowledge of his Truths and Myſte- 
ries in the ſeveral Ages of the Churchz 
= H 3 (to. 
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(to which he at 
4 light ſhining in a Darkplace antill the 
day Dawn, and to which theſe mutual 
Irradiations and ſecret References per- 
ſwace, that all theſe reputed Aythors 
had their Pens guided by an Omniſci- 


ent Hand, and were but the ſeyeral 


Secretaties of the ſame Enditer ) and 
to find in Writers ſever d by ſo many 
Ages, and Regions, a Harmony whoſe 
Diflonances ſerve but to maniteſt the 


' Sincerity and Unconſpiringneſs of the 


Writers, And truly for my part, I 
am profeſſedly enough an Impartal- 
liſt, not to ſtick ro Confels to you 

Theophilus , that I read the Bible and 
the Learnedſt Expoſitors on it , with 
ſomewhat Particular Aims and Di(- 
poſitions, For beſides , that Icomenar 
to them with a crowd. of Articles 
which I am there reſolyed to find or 
make Arguments to defend , with the 
Overthrow of all Antagoniſts, eſteem- 
ing it leſs ſafe to carry my Opinions 
to the Scriptures than to take them 
up There : beſides this, ſay, though 1 


negle& not thoſe clear Paſtages or Ar- 


guments that may eſtabliſh the Do- 
Krine of that Church I moſt adhere 


_ to, yet amT muchleſs buſted, and con- 
ceind f 


s touching the PÞ 
firſt vouchſif'd but 


we FS 
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or Inferences that can but enable me 
to ſerve one Subdiviſion of Chriſtians 
2oainſt another, than heedfully ro make 
ſuch Obſervations , as may ſolidly Ju- 
ſifie to my own thoughts, and improve 
in them , a Reverence for the Scripture 
it ſelf, and Chriſtianity in general: 
ſuch Obſervations as may diſcloſe to 
me in the Bible, and the grand Arti- 
cles clearly deliver'd in it , a Majeſty 
and an Excellency becoming God him- 
ſelf, and tranſcending any other Au- 
thor; and ſuch Obſervations ( to di- 
ſparch) as may Unveyl to me in the 
Scripture , and what it Treats of , thar 
FAUTxiAQGy (,opie T's Ots, Manifold Wifſ- 
dom of God, which even the Angels 
learn by the Church, Theſe are, I 
confeſs , the Things (as to ſpecula- 
tive Divinity ) that I Gladliteſt meer 
with, and take the heedfulleſt Notice 
of , in the Writings of Divines , of 
whatſoever Religion that owns the 
Scripture - ( for in this I am almoſt e- 
qually gratified by the abler Expoſttors 


| of all diſſenting Sets) For I can ſcarce 


think any-Pains mifpent , that brings 
me in ſolid Evidences' of that Great 
Truth, That the Scripture is the Word 
H 4 of 


loſles | 


Eph. 3.10. 
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ſeeminzly 


Imperti- 


nent or 


lilelels. 


2 Tim. $. 


Is, 16. 


2Pct. 1.21, 


of God, which is inc eed the Grand' 
Fundamental; all other Articles gene- 
rally chought ſo, being, if Truths, ber- 
ter deducible from this qne, than This 
from any of Them! And I.uſe the 
Scripture, not asan Arſenal , to be re- 
ſorted to onely for Arms and Wea- 

ons to defend this '-arty ,.or defeat its 
S665 , but-as a Matchleſs Tem- 
ple, where I delight to Be, to contem- 
plate the Beauty,the Symmetry,and the 
Magnificence of the Structure, and to' 


Encreaſe my Awe, and Excite my De- 


yotion to the Deity there Preached and 
Ador'd, 


The. fourth o0bjetion, 


The Apoſtle of the Gentiles Teach- 
ing us that the hole Scripture (for ſol 
ſhould rather Engliſh the IIdoz yeu.2n ; 
becauſe there follows) is 3:57iw5& Di- 
vinely inſpir'd, and is Profitable for Do- 
arine,for Convidtion, for Correction, far 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; *That the 
Man of God may be perfect, thorowly 


furniſhed unto all Good Works: and the 
Apoſtle of the Circumciſion afluring_ 


os , that, Prephecy came not in Old time 
by the Will of Man , but Holy Men of 


AS 
- 
Wy - 


7 


LN God ſpake as they "were moved by the 
= | Holy Ghoſt ; we. are nor to believe 
- {| that ſo Divine an Enditer , 'by Secre- 
s | taries , moſt of them Confpicuous by 

e f| the Gifts of Prophecy or Miracles , 

- | would ſolemnly Publiſh to the World 

- £ and for hjs Church , any thing that 

S | ought indeed to be accounted Imperti- 

- | nent or Vſeleſs, And yet of theſe 

- | Qualities, ſome Perſons, more Bold 

than Learned and Conſfiderate , are 

pleas'd ro impeach many Paſlages of 
Scripture, But truly that God who 

was ſo Preciſely Exa&, in the Dimen- 

ſions, Proportions, and all other Cir- 
cumſtances of the Antient Tabernacle, - 
though it werebuta Typicaland Tem- 

porary Structure, ought tobe ſuppos'd 

at leaſt as careful to ler nothing Super- 

fluous intrude into thoſe Volumes , 

which being confign'd to the Church 

for the Perpetual Vſe and Inſtruction 

of it , muſt contain nothing uncondu- 

cive to thoſe Deſigns; the leaſt Text 

init being as contributory to the Com- 
pleating of the Bible, as every Loop 

or Pin was to the Perfection of the 

|| Taþernacle, God , by fo Great a 
Condeſcenfion to the Weakneſs of 

our Capacities and Memories , as- - 
. with- 


c 
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' with-holding from the Canon fo many 


Writings of Selemon, and ſo many of 
the Oracles and Miracles of our Savj- 
owr ; and by ſo ſtrangely Preſerving I 
| the whole Scripture,(for the Books pre- 
tended to beloſt , though Written by 
never ſo Holy Men, are either in our 
Bibles extant under other Names , or || 
cannot be Demonſtrated to have e- 
ver been Canonical, that is, entruſt- 
ed with the Church as the Infalli- 
ble Rule of Faith and Life ) do's , me- 
thinks , abundantly evince his Deſign 
of Inchafing nothing there , that 
hath no tendency to his People's In- 
ſtruction, Were not my Diſconrſe 
confin'd by my Occaſions, and the fear 
of Diſtreſſing Your Patience to ſome- 
what narrow limits , I could eafily by 
ſeveral Inſtances of Texts , ſeemingly 
Ulceleſs, ſhew how much men have 
| been miſtaken in imagining them ſuch, 
Many Paſſages that at the firſt orſecond_ 
Reading ] could find nor. Gueſs no 
Uſes of, at the Third or Fourth I have 
diſcover'd ſo pregnant in them, thatI 
almoſt equally admir'd the Richneſs 
of thoſe Texts , and my not Diſcerning 
it ſooner, A Superficial and' Curſory 


Peruſal. preſents us many things as. I. 
Trivial Þ}. 
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Trivial or Superfluous , which a Per- 
ſpicacions Reflection diſcloſes ro be 
Myſterious, Ad of fo precious a Qua- 
lity is the Knowledge of Scripture, that 
no one Part of it ought to be eſteemed 
Uſeleſs, if it may but facilitate or im- 
prove the Underſtanding of any other: 
Divine Fruths being of that Worth, 
that the Knowledge and Acquiſt of a 
few of them , as much out-values 
agreater Knowledge of other Things , 
as a Jeweller's Skill and Stock is pre- 
ferr'd before a Maſon's, And I con- 
ſider here , that as the Bible was not 
Written for any one particular Time 
or People , bur for the whole Church 
Miitant diffus'd through all Nations 
and Ages z as many Paſlages (as thoſe 
oppos'd to the Zabiax's Magical Rites) 
have at firſt been neceſſary for the Fews, 
which loſe the Degree ( at leaſt ) of 
that Qualicy for us ; ſo there are many 


| others very Uſetull, which will not per- 


ſeen/Hereſie ; which will not perhaps 


haps be found ſo theſe many Ages: 
being poſſibly reſerv'd , by the Prophe- 


tick Spirit that Endited them, (and 


whoſe . Omniſcience Comprizes and 
Unices in one Proſpe&t all Times and 
all Eyents) to quell ſome future fore- 


be 
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be Born till we be Dead ; or reſolye 
ſome yet unformed Doyþt,or confound 
ſome Error that hath not yet a Name! 
So that all the Parts of Scripture are 
uſeful in ſome Ages , and ſome in All: 
Weread in the Goſpel, thar ar the firſt 
Infticution of the Euchariſt, 'twas ex: 
prefly ſaid to the Diſciples concerning 
the Sacramental Wine, Drink ye All of 
it, whereas upon the Exhibition of the 
Bread the Particle A/ is omitted, This 
Difference *ris like, the Primicive Chri- 
ſtians marvelPFd at, and diſcerning no 
Reaſon for it , might be tempted tg 
think the Paſſage Vſeleſs or Superflu- 
ous; but Wethat live in a Age where- 
in the Cup is deny'd to much the 
greater Part of the Communicants, 
are invited not onely to Abſolve the 
Recording of this Particularity , but to 
Admite*'i. The Ceremonial Law; 
with all its Myftick Rites, (which, like 
the Manger-to the Shepheards, holds 

| forth Wrapd in His Swathing- 
Lake z. Cloths, -the' Infant Jeſus, ) to many 
; that beſtow the Reading on it , ſeems 
ſcarce Worth it ; Yet what Vie the 
Apoſtles made. of it with the Jews 
and how Neceſſary the Knowledge of 
it is yet to, Vs, in-our CEO | 
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with them, hethar is any thing vers'd 
mn them cannot ignore, And let Me 
tell you , Theophilas, that thoſe Funda- 


—_ 
5. 


' | mental Controverſies are both more 


Neceflary and more Worthy a Wiſe- 

mans ſtudy , than moſt of thoſe com- 
paratively-Trifling ones , that at Preſent 

ſo Miſerably, (nor to ſay ſo Cauſe- 

leſly ). Diſtrat Chriſtendome, How 

many Paſſages of the Prophets by 

Lazy: Readers are thought to have no 

Vie, which , as the Starre did the 
Wiſe-Men, lead the Attentive Con- A. 2, 
fiderers to Chriſt, and ſo Loudly and 
Harmoniouſly , cogether with Moſes's 

Typick Shades, utter thoſe Words of 

the Baptiſt , Behold the Lamb of Godthat 50bn 1.29: 
taketh away the $ins of the World , that I 
meet with numerous Paſſages in' the 
New Teſtament, to which I cannot but 
apply what St. Matthew notes upon his 
Narrative. of our Saviours apprehen- 
fion. All-this was done that the Scrip- 
tures of the Prophets might be fulfilled 3 
or rather. now all this was ſo done that 


AAat. 26, 
” 


they were fulfilled; ( for ſo oftentimes 


the Context Commands us to render 
the a in theſe Citations ) and which 
Recall ro my Mind the Hiſtory of the 
Transfigurat.on; For as there the _ 
f ſtles 


Fohn1.s 5. 


ſtles at firſt ſaw Moſes 4nd 
ing with Feſws, butat the Second View 
(when the Cloud was with*drawa, and 
he had Spoken to them ) ſaw nove but 
Feſus only ; ſo ſuch Paſlages as I any 
ſpeaking of, in the Law, the Prophets, 


and the Goſpel, atfirſt Survey appear | 


very. Diſtin& Things,but upon a Second 
Inſpe&tion, and the Acceſs of more 
Light from an Attentive Collation of 


things, they do All, asit were, Yaniſh 


into Chriſt z of whom ( to uſe an 


Apoſtle's Terms) Moſes in the Law, 


and the Prophets did Write : and At 
whom thoſe Types and thoſe Prediti- 
ons pointed, Thoſe Inſtances of the 
Old Teſtament , of the Confus'd or 
Diſlocated Mention of Known Pedis 


orees and Stories , were poffibly Uſe- 


leſs and even Troubleſome to the 
Antient Jews; but ſerve Us extreme- 
ly to filence the Cavils of the Mo- 
dern Ones, when they would invali-- 
date the New Teſtament's Authority; 
becauſe in Sr, Stever's Narrative , and 
ſome of the Evangeliſt's Genealogy's, 
the Holy Ghoſt is pleas'd ro employ 
in the New Teſtamenc , that Obſcure 
ſtrain he had oftner us'd in the Old: 


(and ſure as inſultingly as the Jem 
| C 
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uſe to urge againſt us Objections of that 
Nature, I could readily Reraliate, and 
Repay therh in the ſame Coyn, were 
there no Common Enemy that mighe 
be Advantag'd by our Quarrel , and 
employ ' either's Arguments againſt 
| both,) And as there are divers Pro- 
phetical Paſſages in the Revelation, 

which we know as little the Vſe as 

Meaning of , which yet doubtleſfly our 

Poſtericy will not find Barren, when 

once the Accompliſhment ſhall have 

prov'd the Expofitor of thoſe Predici- 

ons ,, whoſe Event will (ific do nothing 

elſe) atteſt the Omniſcience of their In- 

| fpirer : ſo poſſibly , of many Moſaick 
' | Conſtitutions , wherof we Chriſtians 
' Þ find Excellent Yſes , moſt of the Old 
| Jews ſcarce knew any ; atleaſt my Con- 
| verſation with our Modern Rabbies, 
| ſhows me that they , whilſt they obſti= 
nately decline, referring them to. the 
Meſsias , can ſcarce make any more of 
the Inſpir'd and Myſterious Laws of 
Moſes , (Except thoſe that Relate tothe 
Zabian Superſticion z with which too, 
moſt of their Doctors areas unacquain- 
ted as ours ) than the Egyptians, or 
Gymnoſophiſts, could of their Sacrifi- 
ces and other Ritual Devotions, 
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"Tis not that 1 think. all the Books | 


that Conſticute the Bible, of equal Ne- 
ceſſity. or equal Vſctulnefſe , becauſe 
they are of equal Extraction; or that 
I efteem the Church would loſe as 
much in-the Prophecy of Nahum , as 
that of 1/aiah3 or inthe Book of Rath, 


as inthe Epiſtle to the Romans, or the. 


Goſpel of Fohn.: (as the fix'd Starres 
themſelves,though of the ſame Heav'n, 
are not all of the ſame Magnitude 
and Luſtre ). But I eſteem all the con- 
ſtituent Books of- Scripture, neceſlary 
- tothe Canonof it; as Two Eyes; Two 
Ears, and the reſt of the Members 
are All neceſſary to the Body; with- 
outdivers of whichit may Be,- but not 
be ſo Perfet, and which are all of 
Great , though not of Equal Uleful- 
nels. And perhaps ic might with- 
out. too much Hyperbole be ſaid 
yet further; that as amongſt the Stars 
that Shine in the Firmament, though 
there be a Diſparity of . Greatnels 
compar'd to one another , yet they are 
all of them Lucid and Ceieſtial Bodies, 


and the Leaſt of them far Yaſter than 


any thing on Earth3 fo of the two 
- Teftaments that compoſe the Bible, 
though there may be ſome Diſparity 
5 : es 
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in Relation to-themſelyes, yer are they 
Both, Heav'nly and Inſtruaive vo- 
lumes , and ineſtimably out-valuing 


any the Earth affords, or Human Pens 


ee trac'd, | And-:I muſt add, that as 
Mideraliſts obſerve, that Rich Mines 
ge:wont . to lye.Hid in thoſe Grounds, 
whoſe. Surface: bears no Fruit-Trees, 
(too. much malign'd by the Arſenical 
and--;reſembling fumes ) nor. is well 
tor d with. ufefull Plants or YVerdures 
(-as'if God : would Endear thoſe 1ll- 
favour'd Lands by giving them. great 
portions -7) ſo divers Paſſages of Holy 
Writ,-.which appear. Barren and Un- 
paging to our . Firſt Survay , and 

Id not obviouſly forth Inſtructions or 
Promiſes, being by a Sedulous Artiſt 
Fearch'd into, ( and the Original Word 
way Us'd in that Text of Search the 
Scriptures, does properly enough f{1gni- 
he the ſearching for hid Treaſure) at- 
ford: out of their penetrated Bowels , 
Rich and Precious Myſteries of Divi- 


nity, | 


Foh.s. 394 


The Fifth 0bjeion. 


The next thing imputed to | the 


Scripture is, that it. contains many: 
things Trivial or Impertinent : And 
'tis not impoſſible,but that ſome things 
may Seem ſo,though they Arenot : Of 
this ſort are Disjoynted ſpeeches and 
abrupt Tranſitions obſerv'd in many of 
our Saviour's Diſcourſes ; in which al- 
ſo we ſometimes read him to haye An- 
{werd, without being ask'd theQues. 
ſton, ( though that be otherwiſe ſal» 
vable by a Critick ) and ſometimes to 
have Anſwer'd to a quite other Que«' 
ſtion than that he was ask'd, Bur this 
Is not to be thought an Abſurdity, but 
an Excellency in the Replies of Chriſty 
who poſleſling the Prerogative of dil- 
cerning Hearts, did Preach after that 
rate; His Oratory toek a ſhorter. 
Way than Ours can follow it in: he 
Proſecuted his Deſign by Altering . his 
Diſcourſes; and wiſely meaſur'd the: 
Fitneſs of his Heavenly Sermons, by 
their Relation to, his End, -not his 
Theme, For. as he knew his hearers 
Thoughts, headdreſt himſelf ro them 
and reaching them in their - earlieſt 


Formation |. 
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Formation, and as it were, their- firft 
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Etadle, before they had leiſure to 
paſs into the Tongue, he not more 


| convinc'd his Auditory by Anſwering 


their Thoughts, than by thus Manife- 
ſing that he Knew them, Of his ſo 
much undervalu'd, Parables, ſome, if 
mot moſt, do (like thoſe Oyſters that 
beſides the Meat they afford us, con- 
tain Pearls) not only include excel» 
knt Moralities, but comprize impor- 
tnt Prophecies, The Parable of the 
Pregnant Grain of Muſtard-ſeed that 
{o ſuddenly grew to fo large a Plant, 
was a ( now fulfilld ) Predition of the 
Admirably ſwift progreſs of the 
Goſpel ; which from deſpicable Be- 
innings, ſoon proſper to a height, 
that rendred it almoſt as fir an Obje& 
for Wonder as for Faith, Thar other 
Parable of the- treacherous Husband- 
men, clearly foretold Chriſts Death 
by the Fews Malice, and their Deſtru= 


tion for it, And I deſpair not ra 
ſee. unheeded Prophecies diſclos'd in 


others of them , eſpecially being in- 
form'd that there is a Critick, (Mon- 
fear 4.3.)now at work upon a Defign 
of Manifeſting many otherwiſe in- 
terpreted Paſſages of the New Tefta» 
| I 3 ment 


Mat. 14 
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ment to be Prophecies'; of whom ng 
leſs than 'the Famouſeſt of the Mo+ 
dern. Rabbies, Mepaſfe Ben-Iſrael, (one 
time I made him a Viſit at his own 
Houle in Amſterdam ) gave me this 
Character, that he took him for the 
Ableſt Perſon of the Chriſtians, Thoſe 
Hiſtorical - Circumſtances quarrell'd 
with,in Chriſt's Parables, are like the 
Feathers that wing our Arrows, which 
though they Pierce nor like the Head, 
bur ſeem Slight things,and of a diffe- 
ring matter from thereſt, are yet requi- 
ſite ro make the Shaft to pierce; 8 do, 
both conveigh it to, and penetrate the 
Mark. Bur nothing is thought more 
impertinent in Scripture than the fre- 
quent Repetitions, But the Learned 
need not to be told, that many things 
ſeem to the Ignorant bare Repetitions, 
which yet .ever bring along with them 
ſome Light or ſome Acceſſion: in 
that comparable to the Stars, which 
as like as. they ſeem to Yulgar G4 
zers, are by the skilful Afſtrologet 
taught to contain under that Colour 
and Figure common to them all, very 
Peculiar.and diſtin& Influences, I here 
alſo conſider, that in «ll Languages 
there are ſome Cuſtomary Geminatt: 
| ON$ 
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not Abſurd ; to the Natives,and in the 
LI Propriety of that Speech, are'not only 
SF Current, but oftentimes Emphartical, 
Tfhind withall, that there is ſcarce any 
of theſe ſeeming Impertinencies, of 
which a Learned and Judicious Expo- 
firor cannot aſhgn a pertinent Cauſe 
fe Reaſon, And I confider too, that 
' f the Books of Scripture being Endited, 
not all at Once, bur at very ſeveral 
and diſtant Times ; ( according to the 
known ſaying, that Naunquam ſatis 
dicetur quod nunquam [atis difcitar the 
Repetition of the ſame Sins and Er- 
rors,requir'd that of the ſame Menaces 
and Diſlwaſtons; whoſe frequent en- 

forcing, ſerving both to Atteſt and to 
Convince the Sinner's Obſtinacy, was 
not a bare Repeating, but ſuch a Re- 
doubling as we are fain to uſe, to drive 

In a Nail to the Head; ( and the Words 

of the Wiſe ate, in the Wiſe man's 

Words, As Nai's faſtned by the Ma- 

fters of Aſſemblies) where though in all 
the renew'd Stroaks the buſte Hammer 

gives, the Ad be ſtill theſame, yet is 
ho blow ſuperfluous; the Number of 
them ſerving to compleat- their O- 
* nk ZW _  peration: 
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ons and Expreſſions, which, though to. 
Strangers they appear Superflaous, if 
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ro Diſprove a Truth atteſted by more 
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perarin They that in peruſing Books 


1ave the Learning and Skill to ſtrip 
them of what Oratory or Stealth hath 
Dreſs'd and Diſguis'd them in; will ea: 


fily diſcern moſt of them to be but 


 Vary'd Repetitions; which for my part 


I find differing from thoſe of Scripture, 
bur in that the later do in the ſame 
Words generally comprize New Mat» 
ter, whereas the former uſually preſent 
us Stale Matter in New Words, And | 
I conſider further, that our own fad 
Experience ſhowing us, that there is 
no Single Text of Scripture that Sub- 
ziler Heretick's Sophiſtry cannot play- 
fibly enough elude; the Holy Ghoſt 
foreſeeing this from the Beginning, 
hath Mercifully and Wiſely provided, 
that the Fundamental Truths of Faith 
and Manners ſhould be held forth in 
ſo Many Places, and inſo much Va 
riety of Expreſhons, that one or other 
of them muft unayoidably intercept 
thoſe Evaſions, and eſcape thoſe Mil- 
conſtructions', that Sophiſtry may put 
upon the reſt, Which Providence a+ 
Jone hath preſerv'd many Articles from 
theAttempts ofHereticks;zmaking them 
both Bluſh to Queſtion, and Deſpair 
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| than or 3 Wit: 
thodox Believers the Satisfa&tion of 
having their Anchor ty'd ro a Three- + 


ken notice of by 
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Witneſſes, and viving Or- 


fold Cord which is not eaſily broken, 
Moſt of the Bibles Repetitions (or In- 
culcationsrather) teach us ſomething 
or other untaught before* and ( as in 
Pharasb's Viſion, though both the Ears 
and the Kine fignifi'd che ſame thing, 


neither was Superfluous , ev'n thoſe 


few that teach us nothing elſe, Teach 


us at leaſt the Importance ( or ſome 0+ 
ther Arcribate,') of tlioſe repeated 
Points we were taught before, And 


I ſcruple riot to compare the Expreſ- 


fions of the Scripture to a Roſe, whete 
though ſo many Leaves neerly reſem- 
ble each other, there's not one of them 
bar contributes to the Beauty and Per- 
fetion of the Flower, 


The Sixth objedion, 


IT am not unacquainted with the '5p 
Keri, and the 375 Cerhib: nor the 
E490 phpr Tikkin Soph'rim in the 
Old Teſtament:Nor yer with the Yarie 
Ledtiones (eſpecially thoſe of thezaftern 
and Weſtern Jews as they are call'd ) ta- 
Modern Criticks in 
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traditions 


preſum'd 
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the Hebrew Text,of the Old; 
in the Greek of the New Teſtament; 
I am not neither altogether a Stranget 
to the Difficulties -to be mer. with in 
making good the Citations we find 
made of divers Texts of the Former of 
thoſe Sacred Inſtruments in the Later: 
In which they ſeem not unfrequently 
to differ much from what we find ex- 
ſtagt in the ancient Teſtament, as to 


the Words, and ſometimes too as: ta 


the Senſe, Theſe things, I ſay, though 
by ſome much urg'd againſt the Scrip- 
ture, I am not ignorant of, Bur [ 
think it not fit to conſider them in this 
place z not only, becauſe thoſe that 
are much better qualified for ſuch a 


Work than I, have done it already;but 


becauſe theſe Objeions relating ra- 
ther to the Truth or the Authority 
than to. the Style of the Scripture, 
the Nature of my preſent task does 
not oblige me to examine them, 
Eſpecially, fince I' have already ſaid 
ſomething of them, and may ſay more, 


in what I write on the behalt of the 


Chriſtian Religion, And 'ris-upon theſe 
grounds, Theophilas, that Talſo decline 
at preſent the conſideration of what is 
wont to be Objected, as: if. there 


were . 
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werea great many Self-contradidtions 
to be mer with in the Scripture? 
Only I ſhall in che meantime invite 
you to take Notice with me, that *tis 
not oftentimes ſo much. the various 
Aſped&ts-of the Texts, as the diyers 
Prepoſſeflions and Intereſts of the Ex- 
politors'that make Books ſeem reple- 
; | niſh'd with interfering Paſſages and 
+ | ContradiQtions, For if once the Theme 
| treated of do-- highly' concern Men's 
+ | Intereſts, let-the Book be as Cleer as 
 £ it can, ſubtile and engag'd Perſons on 
- | both ftdes, peruſing it with Foreſtall'd 
| Judgements.or Byaſs'd Paſſions, will 
| | be ſure to wreſt many ' Paſſages to 
| | countenance ' their - Prejudices, and 
ſerve theirEnds, though they makethe 
Texts never ſo fiercely fall out with 
one another,to reconcile them to their 
Partial Gloſſes, Of this I might pro- 
duce an Eminent Inſtance in- Arifotle's 
Phyſical Writings, alledg'd by ſo ma- 
ay diſſenting Sets of School-men to - 
countenance ' their jatring Opinions; 
the injur'd Stagirite ( employ'd as Se- 
cond by every one that quotes him ) 
being by every Se& brought to Fight 
with its Antagoniſts, and by them all 
to give Battel to himſelf ,_ Thus = 
vi | tne 
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the Diſſeating Sets "of: Mahumetans | 
quarrel as well about: the Senſe of | 
their Alcoran, as we do about that of | + 
our Bible, and make the one as mucha | 
Noſeof Wax,as the Rowift Catholicks | 
ſay we make the other, Which bring 
unto. my mind, that not only the 
Suvenle. Twe » the Some things hard ty 
be underſtood in St, PauPs Epiſtles, 
but Alſo the ai-wac yeaipar, The Other 
Scriptares are by St, Peter ſaid to be 
by the »nlearned and unſtable Wrefe 
ed to their own Deſirutt;io8, When 
a ſober Author finds an Impartid 
Reader, who rakes his Words in their 
genuinely Obyious Acception, where 
ever the Context doth not manifeſtly 
force another on them, (in which then 
the Reader acquieſces) the Writer is 
eaſily underſtood: but when nimble 
and foreftall'd Wits peruſe an Authot, 
not to fit down with His Senſe, but to 
make him ſpeak Theirs (whether it be 
his Own or .no:) and giving them- 
ſelves the Pains and Leafnre of conf} 
dering all the poſſible Acceptions of 
a Word or Phraſe, and the Liberty of 
pitching upon that which- beft ferves | 
rheir Prefent turn, allow themſelves 0 
conclude, that becauſe it May ſigni 
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ts | ' fo and fo elſewhere,therefare-ic does fo 


herez an Author muſt be much was 
jier than Homer and Yirgil;whom Ei+ 
docia and Alexander Roff have made 


© Evangeliſts, to keep his Words from 
being tor:ur'd into a Confeffion of 


what wasneyer in his Thoughts, And 
a very pregnant inftance of this Trurh, 
we may obſerve in the Law of onr 
Land, whoſe very End being to Pre- 


'yent or Aboliſh Strifes; and which 


being Written fo Punctually and Ex- 
preſly, and in ſo Peculiar and Barba- 
rous a Style (clogg'd with fapernu- 
merary. Repetitions ) that nothing bur 
their being conducive to ſo Good an 
End could make it Supportable; - is 
yet by Mens concern'd Wits fo miſ- 
conſtrued and perverted, that not one- 
ly in Private Mens Caſes, we fee the 
Judges fo puzzled that Sures often- 
times out- 13ſt Luftres; but the Prince's 
Party and the Subjed's, Kill, and Ex- 


_ ecute one another; and ( as Chartty 


tempts me to preſume) think. rhey 
may doſo by the Law, and! do for For 
the Law. In this belief, That: we of« 
ten impure to the Scriptare"our own 
Faults: or Deficiencies, rhe Inſtances 


vers'd 


w FF Pp | od "IT "ir "17 ”Y m_—_ FP was a%. -- ”" Ak 
Fiji (I Ao EA GO FL O MB ZETE MGR "FIT th: & 
* A 5 


K r into 
And now 'Faith chus caſually pres 
fents. her ſelf in my Way, it will, pet- 
haps, nor be impertinent to obſerve; 
that Chriſt often deals with New Be- 


Knowledge; as the othe 


lievers, as -he is recorded to have dong 


with Nathaniel ; for as when that 
Guileleſs 1ſraelizte had acknowledg'd 
him the _— , upon the bare Evi- 
dence 'of his having been diſcern'd 
by him' under the Fig-Tree, our Blef- 
ſed Saviour rells him, Becauſe I ſaid 
' anto thee, 1 ſaw thee under the Fig- 
Tree , believeft thou ? thou ſhalt {et 
greater things than theſes ( which in 
the next Verſe he proceeds to men- 
tion ): So. when men once have em- 
brac'd the perſwaſton' of the Scrip- 
ture's _ Divinely Inſpir'd, that 
Faith is a thing ſo acceptable to God, 
that he ofcen diſcovers to them, to 
confirm then In their Belief , Argu- 
ments much-clearer than thoſe that in- 
duc'dthemToir; and convinces them 
of che Reaſonableneſs of having ſub- 
micted: their-Reafon ro him thar gave 
iether, And, (as if there were Myfte- 
ries"in which Faith doth more proſpe- 
roufly make way for Underſtanding, 
than That is- ſet awork to- introduce 


Day,) 
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to the two B 
the Goſpel ; in whom our Saviour firſd ® 
uir'd Faith;and(having found Thar, 
he) has Open n'd their Eyes, 


The ſeventh objedion, 


From the (not long ſincemention'd ) 


frequent —_— to be met with 


a the Scripture, and from the unuſual 
Method wherein the Author of it has 
thought fic that the Divine Truths and 
Precepts. ſhould be extant there, Di- 
yers have been pleas d ro take 0cca- 
fion to Criminate the Bible, as if, its 
Bulk confider'd, it were but a barren 
Book, wherein Inſtrudtions are bur ſpa- 
rngly fcatter'd in compariſon of what 
is.to be met with in divers:other Wri- 
tings, where Repetitions are avoided, 
and more of uſefull. Matter is deliver'd 
in fewer Words, And hence it is(ſay 
theſe Objeors ) that many Perſons 
unqueſtionably Religious , chooſe ra» 
ther to ſtudy Other Books of Devorti- 
on-and Morality, as containing more 
= and. Inſtructive Precepts of Good 
E. 
I might Anſiver this Allegation by 
reptey 


Conſiderations touchingthe Þ 
repreſenting, 'that the ſeveral Particu- 
..*. arswhereon the Accuſation is grounds 


* * ed, having been already.:examin'd by 


me, I need not ſay any thing diftinly | 
to this Accumulative Charge: :But 
becauſe I would not only Defend my. 
Veneration.'fot the Scripture,.but Per- 
fwade it, Iſhall on this occaſion offer 
two or three things to Conſiderati- 
QB”: - , 
: -Althongh then the Scripture were 
leſs repleniſh'd with Excellent Do: 
Arines , and were but, as well as the 
beſt of other Books, like Mines , in 
the richeſt of which the Golden Oar is 
mingl'd with ſtore of leſs precious Ma» 
terials,(and needs a laborious ſeparati- 
on from them; ) yet ſureit would, like 
thoſe Mines, deſerve to be carefully 
digg'd in : and *twill become the 
gratefull - Chriſtians Zeal to 1mitare 
himin the Parable, who having found 
4 Treaſure hid in a Field, ſtuck at no 
Price within -his Power , to purchaſe 
the whole . Field - for the [Treaſures 
ſake, th i 
But God be prais'd, this is not the 
Caſe, for 'tis onely our Ignorance, 
our Lazineſs, or our Indeyotion, that 
keeps us from: diſcovering, that the 
be Sp Scrip- 
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Objecors. would have it, a Wilder- 
neſs or a barren Soyl, that it may be 
much more firly compar'd to that 
bleſs'd Land of Promiſe, which is ſo 
often ſaid in Scripture to be flowing 
with Milk and Honey , things Ufetul 
and Delightful; if not to Paradiſe ir 
ſelf, of which 'tis ſaid, that-there the 
Lord God made to grow every Tree that 
is pleaſant ty the ſight , and good for 
food, the Tree of Life alſo in the midff 
of the Garden, And indeed, as the 
Author of it was Omnilſcient , ſo 
Experience has taught that he has ſo 
much expreſſed himſelf to be ſo in 
the Scriptute, that the more Knowing 
its Pious Studiers have been, the grea- 
ter ſtore of Excellent Truths they have 
met with init the Scripture being 1n- 
deed like Heaven, where the better 
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Gen. 2.9, 


our Eyes and Teleſcopes are, the more 


Lights we diſcover, And that this 
may not appear to be ſaid gratis, let 
us conſider, that a Book may be In- 
ſtruive, as well by teaching its Rea- 
ders Speculative Truths as Practical 
ones, and that Chriſtians ought as well 
to know what God would have us 
think of Him & of his Works, as woe 

1h c 
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he would have them Do, Nowas it is 
paſt Queſtion that there. are no Specu- 
lative Truths of ſo Noble and Eleyated 
2 Nature as thoſe that have God him- 
ſelf for their Object, ſo there is no Book 
from whence there is ſo much to be 
Learn'd, as there is from the Bible, of 
the Nature, and ev'n the Thoughts of 
God, and of thoſe deep Myſteries in- 
to which, as-I formerly noted from 
St, Peter, the Angels themſelves are 
greedy of Priing, Nay, there is no 0- 
ther Book whatſoever that Teaches us 
any thing at all, concerning divers of 


theſe ſublime SubjeRts, that may be 


| {afely Rely'd on, fave in what it is be- 


holden to the ſcripture for. So that we 
cannot withour an extreme Injury 
look upon thar Book as Barren, which 
alone contains all thoſe reyeal'd 


Truths , which are of ſo Noble and 


Precious a Nature, that we juſtly 
prize the Compoſures of Heathen 
Philoſophers, and other Authors, for 
being entich'd with Gueſfſes at ſome 
Few of them, though much embas'd by 
the Alloy whereto the Truths conje- 
Cfurally deliver'd are made liable from 
the ImpetfeRions of Writers, alwayes 
Fallible and for the-moſt part in ſome 


degree x 


| degree or other acually Erroneons, 
But of this more perchance elſewhere, 
Wherefore I ſhall now; add , that 
whereas thoſe we reaſon with , are 
pleas'd to prefer other Books of Mo+ 
rality and Devotion before the Scrip- 
cure, in reference to good Life, 1 hey 
would probably be of another Mind , 
if they duely confider'd , that to en- 
gage Men to live well and Holily, 
there is much more Requiſite than 
barely to tell them that they Oughc 
todo ſo, and How they ſhould do it, 
For ſince to leaa a life truly vertuous , 
requires in many Caſes that we Deny, 
3nd Overcome our Natural Appetites 
and Inclinations , and requires alſo 
Conſtancy in a courſe that is confe(- 
ſedly wont ro be attended with many 
Hardſhips and Dangers, it is not fut- 
ficient to engage a Man to a Good life 
co give him Precepts of it ; which do 
not ſo much ( what is yet the main 
thing in this Caſe) Make men willing 
to conform to ſuch Precepts, as Sup- 
poſe them ſo. And he that can dono 
more, does far leſs than Him, who be- 
ſides the Rules of good life, preſents 
men the Higheſt, and the moſt preva- 
lent Motives to embrace Piety and 
K 2 Yertue, 
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Virtue, and 'the moſt Powerful Diſ- 
ſwaſtyes from all that is Wicked, by 
propoſing 'to us ſuch Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and ſatisfying us,that we 
ought, according as we behave our 
ſelves,to expect either the one, or the 
other ;s as to convince us-that we can- 
not be either Wiſe or Happy, butby 
being Good, nor avoid the greateſt of 
Miſeries, but by avoiding Vice, Now 
as we ſhall ſee anon, that as to the Pre- 
cepts of good life, the Bible is not un- 
furnifh'd with them, ſo as to that moſt 
Operative part of the way of Teach- 
ing good life, the propofing of the 
moſt Prevalent Motives to Good, and 
the moſt powerful Diſſwaſives from 
Evil; not onely no other Book Does, | 
but no Book not inſpir'd, Can perform 
in that kind, any thing near ſo much as 
the Scripture alone, Since we haye 
not the ſame Reaſon to believe any 
Meer Man, as we have to believe God 
touching thoſe Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments which he reſerves after Dearth 
tor thoſe that conform to, or diſobey 
his Laws; theſe being Matters which, 
( whatever Philoſophers and other 
Learned Men may have thought to 
the contrary, ) depend upon his free 
2324 15 þ > Will, 
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Will, and conſequently are not.to be 
explicitely Known, but by his Revela- 


\ tionz which he has not, that appears, 


vouchſaf d us in- any other, Bgok chan 
the Scripture, And therefore 'ris nor 
to be wondr'd at, that St, Paul thould 
aſcribe -it to our Saviour Chriſt, That 
he had brought Life and Immortality to 
light through the Goſpel, And whereas 
Hope is that Spur without which Men. 
do ſcarce. eyer cheerfully Undertake, 
& reſolutely Go Through, things much 
leſs difficult and, dangerous than thoſe 
which. a Virtuous courſe of lite is wont 
ra:oxpole. men to, St. Peter makes a 
Chriſtians, higheſt Hope! to depend 
upon a Revealed Truth, where he gives 


| . thanks to God for having, according to 


his abundant : Mercy, begot us toa lively 
Hope by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 
from the Dead, And what Influence 
ſuch a knowledge, of God and Chriſt, 
as, if we have tat all, we muſt owe 


2 Tim. 
ch. 1.V.16 


1 Pct.1.3 


to. the Scripture, and ſuch Hopes and 


Promiſes as none. but God himſelf, or 
thoſe He ſends, can givea wary and in- 
telligent Perſop, may haveupon good 
life, you-may gueſs by that other Paſ- 


fage of the ſame Apoſtle, where not 


gnely he mentions Gods having ac- 


cording 
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cording to his Divine Power ( or Efh- 
Cacy) given nnto us all things that per- 
tain wnto-Life and Godlineſs through 
the Knowledee of him that hath called 


5 to Glory'and Virtue, But allo imme- 
diately atrer tpeaks of our being made 
Partakers of the Divine Nature , and 
eſcaping the Corruption that is in the 
World throuch Luſt, by thoſe ex- 
ceeding- great and precious Promiſes 
that are” given of God unto us, $06 
that although the Scriptute did not ex- 
preſly give us ſuch Moral Documents 
as Ethical Writers do; andraught us 
good life but by: acquaiating us with 
what God' has reyeal'd in-thoſe Wri- 
rings concerning himſelf, and by con- 
vincingly propoſing to us thoſe high- 
eſt Inducements to Embrace a Good , 
and Shun an Evil Lite, which (thongh 
Reaſon may perchance- make ſome 
weak and confas'd Gueſles ar them, ) 
Revelation onely can make Examining 
men: confidently Depend upon. If, f 
fay, the Scripture did no more than 
thus Engage us to Reſolyeupona good 
life, leaving us to derive the Parti- 
cular Precepts of Virtue from the in- 
ward Dicates of the Law of Nature , 
and the Exerciſe of our own Reaſon 


(which | 
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(which two together may well teach 
us Almoſt 2s much-as Ethical Books 
are wont to teach, of really and con- 
fiderably Uſefull) the Scripture ought 
yet to be eſteem'd a moſt inftructive 
Book in reference to Good Life! As 
in effect we ſee, that the Writings of 
no Philoſopher or Orator ever made 
any thing near ſo many Perſons ſo Vir- 
tuous as the New Teſtament, though 
but a Pocket Book, has been able to 
do,eſpecially in thoſe Primitive Ages 
of the Church,when thoſe that receiv'd 
that Book were lefs diverted from ir 
than ſince they have been, by the Rea- 
ding of others, The Moon may in 
clear Weather lend a Gardiner Light 
enough to digg, and manure his Or- 
chard, and perhaps to prune his Trees, 
but none will fay that the Moon does 
much contribute to his labouring 
to produce fruit as the San; ſince this 


Nobler Planer not only affords him 


Light. to work by, and a comfortable 


Warmth whilſt he is working, but ani- | 


mates him by the hopes he cheriſhes up - 
onthe Suns. account, that in due Sea- 
ſon his Diligence and Toyls ſhall be re- 
warded, The Application is too Ob- 
vious toneed to be infiſted on, 
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But though upon the fore-mention'd 
Accounts alone, the Scripture would 
deſerve to be look'd upon as highly" 
Conducive to the 'Practice of Piety,” 
and Virtue, yet it is far from being 
true, thatit is deſtitate of ſuch Moral 
Documents, which it needs not, tode- 
ſerve to belook'd upon as a Book very 
Inſtructive in Reference to good Life; 
For there being Two ſorts of Virtues 
requiſite to an Embracer of the Go-' 
ſpel, which have been conveniently 
enough.call'd for Diſtin&tion ſake, the 
one Chriſtian, and the other Moral,” 
or Ethical; I ſuppoſe it. will -not 'be' 
daubted but that the Rules of thoſe 
Virtues that are properly Chriſtian, 
muſt be ſought for in the Scripture, 
that being acknowledg'd by Prote- 
ſtants to Ba ſach a ſufficiency as to 
-matters of meer Revelation, (which 
Reftrition too many do inconſtderate-: 
ly enough leave out) that in Matters 
of that Nature, Divines often Do. and 
in many Caſes May ,argue Negatively, 
as well as Affirmatively from the Scrip- 
ture; which Eaſes us of many things 
obtruded as Duties, meerly by its not, 
either exprefly, or by conſequence, 
Impoting them upon us, So that as' | . 
_ WR to..1 
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to things of this /Nature ;| there is 
ſuch-a Fulneſs' in that Book, that of- 
tentimes it fays Much by ſaying No- 
thing, and not only its Expreflions but 
its Silences are Teaching; (like a/Dyal, 
in ' which the Shadow: as well as the 
Light informs | us.”) :-Nor muſt. we 
think; that the Bible is deſtitnte of the 
Beſt ſort of ſuch Precepts, Exhortati- 
ons, and Diſlwaſives, as we prize in 
Echical Books, becauſe they are not 
Expreſs'd and Rang'd in the Bible, as 
they: ire wont to be” in Syſtematical 
Compoſures; For not- only there is 
extant' in the Scripture, ro them that: 


know how to Confſtellate thoſe Lights, 


2 very excellent Body of Moral Pre-- 
cepts, but there are likewiſe ſcatter'd: 
the forcibleſt Motives to the ſeveral: 


Duties,” and the moſt retrating Di(ſ-- 


fwaſtves from the contrary Vices; And 
truly, it hath long leflen'd my Eſteem 
of our Heathen Morals, that the'E-- 
thicks being but the -Dodrine of 'Re-4 
oulating our Paſſions and "DireQing: 
our Faculties , in order to the Atrain- 
ment of Felicity, they have been hi- 
therto hand'd by thoſe, to whom the 
Nature of the Faculties and Paſfions 


_ of the Mind was but very little known : 


Whereas 


[i 


5 $ > FE ON eratrons roucying the 
VVheteas tothe Author of the Scrip- ' 
ture-Morals , the Frame and Springs, . 
and Faculties of our fouls, being Intui- 
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tively and moſt perfectly known , 
the -moſt proper and Powerfull wayes 
of V Vorking on them, cannot be un- 
known to him : and then certainly , 
one unacquainted with the Trade, will 
be much leſs likely ro mend a V Vatch, 
that's out of order, than a V Yatch- 
maker, And-indeed , ev'n in reference 
£ that other. ſort of Virtues which 
are wont in the more confin'd ſenſe of 
the: V 'Yord to be call'd Morall, -there 
are'T know not how Many excellent 
Notions and Directions relating to 
them ; difpers'd/ up-and down in the 
Scripture, though by Reaſon. of their 


netheing drawnup by themſelves, and 


of their being mingl'd with other Mat- 
ters; they'are:not fo readily taken no- 


ticeof by Ordinary Readers, VYhere-_ 


as, thoſe Studios: Peruſers that ſearch 
the Scriptures with a due- Diligence 
and Attention, are not only wonr eafi- 
ly enough to deſcry the Moral Coun- 
ſels and Preſcriptions over-look'd by 
theather Readers; but take notice of 
many excellent: Documents that are 
plainly enough Intimated or hinted 
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' there, to knowing and diligent Peru» 
| ers, though not clearly and expreſly e- 
nough to be found of thofe'thart think 


. 


them not worth ſeeking 1:7 61 
/ VVherefore. as to thoſe Religious 
Perſons mention'd-inthe-laſt -propos'd 
0bjeRion, I cannot bur think, that by 
neglefting the Scripture for - Ethical 
Compoſures, or even Books of Devo- 
tion, they as well wrong Themſelves 
15 the Scripture 3 And. therefore Þ 
hall rake leave tro think the worſe, 
rather of the' Practice of the Men, than 
of the Book of God, Scatceany thing 
has given me. a favourabler CharaQter 
of Zather, than his V Viſh, that all his 
Books of Devotion were burnt, when 
he once petceiv'd that the Peoples 
fondneſs and-Over-valuation of them 
produc'd a Neglect of theſtudy of the 
Bibles : ro which you will find, Theo- 
mn, that the beſt of that Nature 

eing compar'd, ate but' (not to draw 
tor preſent purpoſe that of Sexeca to 
his Mother,” Paribas interwallis omnis 
Divina, ab omnibus Hamanis diſtant ) 
like the Stars: compar'd to the Sun. 
whoſe Emanations confer on them their 
Luſtre , but whoſe Preſence drowns 
K: For thopgh I deny nos Books of 
: Deyotion 
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Devotion a due Degras of Praiſe: anij | 
Uſefulneſs, yer -Irefuſe them the Sw || 1 
petlatiye degree. of either ; and {ſince | | 
the Writers of the beſt of that kind: of 


Compolures , either ſteal their heſt 
| 


things from, 'or acknowledge: that they 
Borrow'd then-of the-Bible; I would 
not haye Chriſtians negle& the Foun- || 
tain for the Streams, | and unwilely, as || 
well as unchanktully, elect -to Read | 
_ Gods Ward. rather.inany; Book than 
his own, in which to enconrage us t9 
ſtudy the Precepts of a'Virtuous and 
Holy, Life,- we haye ſuch Peculiar 'and 
encouraging. Invitations, —-— Saint 
Pail'ſeeras to make itthe (End: and 
the) Reſulc. of che {everalUletulneſlgx 
e'attributes to the Scripture, That if 
Gar makethe. Man of God perfect, thorowr 
wer. t5-, by furnilbed wnto all Good Works 5 andut 
able, ( as he ſpeaks 3 little- higher) 
Gopioar 41s owlngiav t9 Make us wiſe unta 
2Tin.;, Salvation, "There are indeed . many 
—_ Excellent - Inftruftions given us in 0+ 
- '> ther-Booksz but they.giving' us -Di« 
.. reQtions, only cowards the Attainment 
. . ofthe Advantages, Convyeniences, and' 
Ornaments of Life ; the Ignorance: of 
them, only makes us miſs thoſe Partt- 
cular 'Ends, Whereto they give Ads. 
fer 2 areſles, 
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(1 dreſſes, or whereof they facilitate our 


Purſutes ; but the Knowledge, whoſe 


Acquiſt, or Negle&, imports Endleſs 


Joys or Torments, we need (eek only 
from the Scripture: a Chriſtian to un- 
derſtand the Duty of his Faith and 
Life, needing to underſtand no other 
Book than the Bible; though indeed to 
underſtand the Bible well, *tis Ordi- 
parily requiſite, that a pretty Number 
of other Books be underſtood, Chriſti- 


'ans then have reaſon to Study moſt 


that Book, which Underſtood, all o- 
thers are- Needleſs to Salvation, and 
which Tenor'd, they are inſufficient, 
IF Saint Peters Viſton had been a Rea- 
lity, he would ſcarce, hungry as he was, 
haye rang'd abroad to hunt in this De- 
ſert or that Forreſt for Game, when he 
hada Veſſel let down to him from Hea- 
ven, containing in its ſelf all manner of 
four-footed Beaſts, and other Objeas 
ef Appetite, attended with a Com- 
manding Invitation from Heaven, Rſe, 
Peter, Kill, and Eat, So when God 


ſends us from Heaven in one Yolume, 


an, at leaſt Virtual, ColleRion of all 
thoſe Divine Truths and Holy Pre- 


' cepts, others ſcatteringly and ſparingly 
glean out of Human Books; the 


- Chviſtian 
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 Chtiftians cannot 'bur 


prize a Book 6 | 
Comprehenfive, which by making it 
ſafe for him to ignore. others, by -f@ 
merited an Autonomaſia, wears the Ti 
tle of The Book, (for ſo the Bible 
ſignifies in Greek, as the Hebrews call 
Mikre, it Mikra, which by Excellence ligni- 
Leftio. flies what's to be Read.) —— ———— 
There are Preceprs enough of Vircue,. 
and Motives enough ro Conform ta 
them, held forth in the Bible, if the 
Coments of that Divine Book were 
Believ'd and Conſider'd as they ought 
tobe, *Tis a miſtake tothink, that a 
large Syſtem. of Erhicks, difleed ac+ 
cording to the nice Preſcriptions of 
Logick, and Methodically repleniſh'd 
with Definitions, Diviſions, Diſtin&ti- 
ons, and Syllogiſms, is Requiſite or 
Sufficient to make men Virruous, Too 
many of our Moraliſts write as if they” 
thought Virtue couid be taught as 
ealily, and much in the ſame VVay, 
as Granimar : and leaving our Rati- 
onal Morives to: Vertue,, and Derer- 
ments from Vice, with other things 
that bave a Genuine Influence on the 
Minds and Manners of men, they fall 
to wrangle abour' the Titles and Pres * 
cedencies ofthe Patts of Ethical Phi- * 
: loſopby, | 
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loſophy , and things extrinſecal ex 
cough to Vice and Virtue; they ſpend 
more time in aſſerting their Method, 
than the Prerogatives of Virtue above 
Vice they ſeem more follicitous how 
to order .their Chapters than their 
Readers actions ; and are'more Indu- 
ſtrious to impreſs their Docrine on 
our Memories,than our Aﬀections, and 
reach us better to diſpute Of our Paſh- 
ons than VVith them, Whereas, as 
the Condition of a Monarch, who is 
poſſeſs'd but of one Kingdome or Pro- 
vince, is preferrable to that of a Geo- 
gapher, though he be able to Dif- 
courſe T heorically of the Dimenſions, 
Situation, and Motion; or Stability of 
the whole Terreſtrial Globe ; to carve 
{tinro Zones, Climares and Parallels, 
to enumerate the various Names and 
Etymologies of its various Regions , 
and-give an Accompt of the Extetit, 
the Confines, the Figure, the Diviſi- 
ons, &c, of all the Dominions and 
Provinces of it : ſo the Actual Poſfeſſi- 
on of one Virtue, is preferrable to the 
bare ſpeculative Knowledge of them 
all, Their Maſter Arifotle hath herein 
been more plain and leſs Pedantick 5 
Who ( by the favour of his —_ 
ters 
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ters). hath not.been Nice-in the Me: | 
thod of his -Echicks, And indeed, but 
little Theory is efſentially Ep te t0 
the being Yirtnous , provided it be 
duely underſtood, and cordially put in 
practice: Reaſon and Diſcretion ſut. 
ficing, .analogically to extend and ap- 
ply it to the Particular Occurrences of 
Life ; ( which otherwiſe being ſo near 
Infinite,as to be Indefinite, are not fo 
ealily ſpecifiable in Rules : ) as the 
View of. the Single Pole-ſtarr diredts 
the heedfull Pilot, in almoſt all the 
Various Courſes of Navigation, And 
the Syſtems of Moraliſts may (in this 
particular) not unficly be compar'd to 
Heaven , where there are Luminaries 
and Stars obvious to all Eyes, that 
diffuſe Beams ſufficient to Light us in 
moſt wayes; And as I that with Mo- 
dern Aſtronomers ,- by an Excellent 
Teleſcope, haye beheld perhaps near 
a hundred Stars in the Pleiades, where 
common Eyes ſee but ſix; and have 
often diſcern'd in the Milky-way , 
and other pale parts of the Firmament, 
Numberlels little Stars generally un- 
feen., receive yet from Heav'n n0 
more Light uſeful to Travel by, than 
other Men enjoy: ſo there are certain 
Grand 
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4 - Grand Principles: and. Maxims in the 
Echicks,which both are gene:ally Con- 
ſpicuous , ' and .genierally afford men 
X | much Light and much DireQion ; buc 
nf the Numerous lictle Notions, (admir 
l em Truths ) ſuggeſted by Scholar- 
- | ſhip to Ethical Wricers ; and by them 
tf ous, though the Speculation be nor 
ry jinpleaſanc , afford us very little pecy- 
0 liar Light to guide our Actions by, / 
©] When I remember thoſe Antienc 
Heroes , that have ennobled- Secular, 
and are ennobled by Sacred Story, 
and whoſe Examples {ſuggeſted the 
Precepts of Virtue, before there were 
any Written ones to: conform to ; 1 
am tempred to ſay.,:that Virtue was 
ſcarce ever better pra&is'd , than whilſt 
men had notyertalk'dof the Definiti- 
. on of it : ( as many an Alchymiſt 
beggs with rare Notions . of the Na- 
ture of Gold, : which fills rhe Coffers 
of Merchants that neyer ſaw; Mine nor 
Furnace, ) The - Grand, Precepts of 
Morality are fruitfull Seeds, which in- 
| duſtriouſly Cultivated, will-bring forfh 
Fruits ſtill affording other Seeds; And 
as forthe Motives to Pious., and Dil- 
fyaſions from ſinful Practices , though 
outof the Many voluminous Books of 
+ Morality, 
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Morality, there may be divers col- 
leted, not extant in the Bible, yer 
may a dextrous Reader find in = 
Heav'nly Book, many more Invitations 
co Virtue, and Determents from Vice, 
than moſt men are aware of; and ſome 
of them of an Importance that renders 
One of them as much more confidera- 
ble than many Ordinary ones, as One 
fair Pearl out of a Jewellers Shop, 
out-values a ſcore of thoſe little Pearls 
that Druggiſts ſell by the Ounce ; or 
doth comprize many Inferior Induce- 
ments-, (which Wiſe men judge not 
of by Tale but Value ) as a Piece doth 
twenty Shillings. And though Hu- 
man Authors do often in their Parene- 
tical Treatiſes allow themſelves to be 
laviſh in Ornaments, to expariate into 
Amplifications , and to drein Com- 
mon-places; yet whilſt they want an 
intimate Admiſhon , all theſe are roo 
often unable to reform, I ſay not thoſe 
that Read them , but ev'n thoſe that 
Write them: - whereas the Experience 
of the Primitive and Heroical Ages of 
the Church , does gloriouſly manifeſt, 
that the Inducements and Diflwaſives 
held forth in the Bible , though deſti- 
tute of thoſe Embelliſhments and Ad- 


vantages, | 
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yantages, where they are Conſcionably 
entertaind , and Seriouſly ponder'd, 
are ſufficient to raiſe Virtue to a Pitch, 
Philoſophy durſt ſcarcely aim ar, 
Nor indeed is the number Great , of 
pertinant and Rational Incitements, or 
Determents , relating to Virtue; and 
in Diſcourſes that have Them for 
Theme», how farr ſoever the Bowes 
may extend , yet generally the Knot 
lyes in a lictle Compaſs : and the 
Analyſer that ſhall crack many of thoſe 
Compoſures, having ſeyer'd the Shels, 
thall find cheir Kirnells ro be much 
alike, What this Writer compares to 
one thing, that Writer likens to ano- 
ther : thofe Ungratefyll Perſons to 
God, that one reſembles ro Swine , 
who eat the Acorns without ever look- 
ing up to the Tree they fall from, ano- 
ther compares to Cattel that drink of 
the Streams, without conſidering whar 
Fountain the 


wy flow from, Theſe but 
preſent us ſeveral Drefles of Virtue 
and Vice, where though the Novelty 
and Variety of Habit , ſerve to engage 
Attention in all , and want not Influ- 
ence ( at leaſt) npon Eafie and flext- 
ble Natures, yet in Confiderate and 


diſcefning Perſons, they alter not much | 
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the Notion under whic ag 


thor of the Scripture ; becauſe the 


Motives and Diſlwaſives extant there, 


are many of them Old and Known , or 
frequently Repeared z the efficacy of 
them being fo too, Were 1t not 


ſtrange, a Phyſtcian ſhould decline exs; 


hibiting. of Mithridate , becauſe 'twas a 
Known Medicine, and famous for its 


Cures. many Ages {ince? Doth Bread 


leſs Nouriſhus, or is it leſs Us'd, be- 
cauſe *twas(as men ſuppoſe) contempo- 
raty to Adam, and the moſt Common 


food of all Nations in all Ages and 


(as to the Repetition of the ſame Al- 
legations and Inducements, as often as 
Men's Condition return'd to need 
them) the Paucity.of ponderous Con- 
{1derations in the Erthicks, often ne- 


ceſſitating either' ( Diſguiz'd perhaps, 


yet) Repetitions of the ſame , or the 
fubſtitution of thoſe that muſt be much 
Inferiour to be New; ſuch Perſons as 


little admire that reiterated Employ- | 


ment of the ſame Truths,as they would 


to fee a Souldier uſe a Sword, though 


he and Legions many Ages before him, 
have conſtantly made moſt uſe of thax 


alities. 
themſelves are entertaind, - Nor will 
ſuch be apt to quarrel with the Ayu-. 
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Weapon ,'- or. a General encourage 


his Engaging Souldiers by repreſent- 
ing to them Honour, Duty, Spotl, 
Neceſſity , and thoſe. other known 
-Topicks us'd by-himfelf at the Head 
of his Army , as often as he had occa- 
lion to lead ir on to fight, To all this 
-1 am jnvited by this occaſion to ſab- 
Jjoyn, that upon the ſcore of Gods be- 


ing both an- Omniſcient Spirit and the 


ſapreme Law-giver to the whole 
Creation-, the ſame Truths, Connſels, 


'Exhortations, Diſſwaſions, &c, Often- 


times Have,and Always Ought to have, 
another-gheſs Efficacy, and Prevalence 
on a Chriſtian Reader, when he finds 
them in the Scripture,than if he ſhould 
meet with the ſame in the. Books of 
Heathen Moraliſts-,- though Learned 
and Eloquent, * And certainly , thoſe 
that with ſuch Reverence read the 


Writings of thoſe great Wits of An- 
'tiquity, that have made the. greateſt 


Diſcoveries of Truth , becauſe they be- 
lieve them, to have been endowed with 
very: Illaminated Intelleuals , ought 
to pay them and a Book publiſhed by 


an Omniſcient Enditer ., 'a Reverence 


ſomewhar proportionate to the Di- 


| fſpariry of their Authors. Since Men (as 
x L 3 Eliha 


Eliha ip of yeſter- 
day , and know little or nothing ; 

wary Perſon reads. the Wiſeſt Ayu- 
thors, with a Reflection, that they 
may Deceive him by being themſelves 
deceiv'd ; and undergoes a Double la- 
bour , the one in Inveſtigating the 
.Meaning , and the other in Examining 
the Truthof what they deliver: but in 
the Bible, weareeas'd of the latter of 
theſe Troubles. for if we find the Senſe 
of a Text of Scripture , we cannot 
.miſs a Truth z being never deceiv'd 
by that Book , but when we deceive 
our ſelves by preſuming we under- 
ſtand it, when indeed we do not. [ 
am otherwiſe afﬀfe&ted to find the Va- 
nity -of the World proclaim'd and 
depretiated by him , that enjoy'd all 
the Delights and Glories of it, than 
when I meet with the fame Truth from 
ſome Beggerly Cynick, that never was 
admitted to traſt thoſe luſcious and | 
bewitching Pleaſures, and needs no 
great Philoſophy to deſpiſe a World , 
he judges of by the ſcant ſhare the 
Narrowneſs of his Condition allows 
him of the Joyes of: it: 'and of which 
( conſequently ). his Criminations 
ſhould as little move ; ' as a Blindman's 
| ol | 
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of a Black-morez/ whom though he 
may (perchance) Truly ſtyle ugly, yet 


ence of their Preſcriptions , I confeſs , 


he were of a ſomewhat eafte Faith, _ 


that ſhould think her ſo , barely upon 
the Teſtimony of ſo incompetent a 
Witneſs, Thus when God himſelf 
is pleas'd to reveal what is Vice or 
Virtue, Sublime or Deſpicable, Truth 
or Falſhood , Happineſs or Miſery , 
I have an .other-gueſs Acquieſcence 
in his Deciſions , than in the ſame met 
within an humane Author, who having 
neceſſarily Frailties and Paſſions, is 
both obnoxious to Miſtake, and capa- 
ble to Deceive, And therefore ,''tis no 


wonder that the flighting of God's 


Di&ates , ſhould receive an Aggrava- 
tion upon the ſcore of their being His ; 
as Our Saviour gave the Precedency of 
the Ninivites convetted by Foxah, to 
them that repented not at his Preach- 
ing, becauſe he was A greater than Fo- 
nah, And therefore, though I have for- 


 merly been no very negligent Peruſer 


of Books of Morality; yer knowing 
that they have a Power but to Per- 
ſwade, not to Command, and that 


the Penalties of :Sin or Death are not- 


inſeparably annext to the Diſobedi- 
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__ en by them, ''For I muſt acknowledge, 


that frequently aſſuming the Liberty 


_ of queſtioning the Reaſonableneſs of 


what Human Writers ; ( whether 
Philoſophers or Fathers ) are pleas'd 
ro impoſe upon us ; I find thoſe ſpe- 
cious and boaſted Allegations , the. 


 Apothegms of the Sages , the Placits 


of the Philoſophers, the Examples of 
Eminent Petfons , the pretty Similes, 
quaint Allegories , and quick Senten- 


ces of fine Wits , I find all theſe 


TopicksT ſay , ſuch two-edg'd Wea- 
pons, that they are as well applicable 
to the: ſervice of Falſhood , as of 
Truth , and may by ready Wits be 
brought Equally to countenance Con- 
trary Aſſertions, And really , moſt 
Moraliſts, except in thoſe few Duties, 
that Nature her felt hath fore-taughr 
us, toa man whoſe reſtleſs Curioſity 


| leads his Enquiries to all Times and 
| Nations ; will appearlictle other than 


Fencers with Wit , ( I mean thoſe 
that have any.) for eachof theſe Po- 
pular Topicks, is ſuch an Unſolid or 
incertatn Foundation , that one man 
can Build little on it , that anequally. 
able Antagoniſt may not with as ſpe-/ 
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cious Probability Over-throw?. and-1 
fear, moſt of us have but too often 
found our Corruptions Sophiſters e- 
nough to elude any ſuch thing that 
reſs'd Fhatas a Duty , which They 
lad no mind we ſhould perform, Bur 
when I find any thing enjoyn'd in 
the Scripture, my Conſciouſneſs to 
its being impos'd by that Father of 
Spirits, ( who has both Right to enact 
Laws, which muſt be therefore Juſt, 
becauſe he enacts them 5 and Power 
to puniſh the Tranſgreffion of them, 
with no leſs than Erernal Death; ) 1 
then leave Roving , and ſee where to 
caſt Anchor; Ithink it my part with- 
out Diſputing them to Obey his Or- 
ders , andacquieſce more inthatimpe- 
rious 4vlG&- ion, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
than in 4 whole Dialogue of Plato , or 
an Epiſtle of Sexeca I therefore love 
to build my Ethicks , (as wellas my 
Creed) upon the Rock, and eſteem- 
ing nothing but the true , proper, and 
ſtrict ſenſe of the Scripture ,” (and what 
is convincingly deducible from it)to be 
indiſpenſably Obligatory, eitheras (in 
matters of. meer Revelation): to Faith 
or Practice it is no wonder , if I ſtady 
God's Will moſt in that Book, —_ 
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Jlone I think i 
finding in my {elf no Motive more juſtly 
prevalent co Obedience, chan his Right 
to.cxaRtic that requires it ; few men are 
more ready than I, in diſtinguiſhing 
what indeed God ſayes;from what Man 
would make him ſay, And if T allow 
my {elfſuch liberty ro diſcern the Text 

from the Gloſs, in the Writings of 
our Vulgar Interpreters, ( of molſt' of 
whoſe Comments , for reaſons proſes 


745 j 


cuted 4n another Paper, Iamno great | 


Idolater ) and ev'a of the Fathers of 
the Church, 'I hope I ſhall not need 
to tell, Theophilus, that in all other 
Moraliſts T like the freedome to Like 


or Diſapprove , as upon Examination, 


my imparcialleft Reaſon reliſhes them 
ot that T frequently fear , their Ha- 
rangues will hardly paſs for Demon- 
ſtrations,* with thoſe Wary Teſters , 
that like not to be Cheated, ſo much as 
into Viture, but chuſe toadt as Ratio- 
nal or Chriftians ,- as well in relation to 
the Indacements, 4s to the Nature of 


what they do; 

———— Amongſt the 
thirteen: Articles.of the Jewiſh Creed, 
one acknowledges the very Exprefii- 
ons of the aw ,.(-or Pentateuch ) to 
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'] have been inſpir'd by 'Ged, Thar 


faying of the Rabbins isnot altogether 
fo Hyperbolical , as a perfunRoryRea- 
der would imagine, That upon each 
Tittle. of the Law , whole:Mountains 
(of Doftine ) hang. I. ſhall nor 
mention as any proof of this,the ſtrange 
Myſteries they fancy 1n the ſtrange 
Accenting of the Ten Commandments 
inthe Original , fince their ſoberer 
Doctors have. in free Diſcourſe con- 


| fels'd tome ,, that *tis as much a Riddle 


to Them as Us, Nor ſhall I inſiſt 
upon the: Jews reducing. the whole 
Law to 61 3, Precepts , « Affirmative 
and Negative , according tothe Num- 
ber of the Letters of the Decalogue, 
thereby -inſinnating , that all the Laws 
that regulate Mans Duty are Virtually 
or Reductively compriz'd there, Al- 
though this Rabbumcal Notion,(not to 
call it Whimſey,:) be in ſuch Requeſt 


amongthem, and ſo Known to thoſe - . 
that are any thing converſant in Jewiſh 
Authors , that Ihave ſometimes ſuſ- 


pected that the Conceir entertain'd by - 


ſo many Chriſtian Divines , that All 
the Precepts that relate! toany: part.of 
the whole Daty of man,-arei bur. juſt 

(Conſequences deducible' from ghe De- 


calogue, 


Fen; x. 3. 


Kon. 15; 
#2 
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 fides' thoſe more Reſplendent and Ohb- 


| Pſal, 104. 
" TR 


-ſetiſe; arenot alone Emphatical ,' but 


- for our Learning: Bur yet beſides thoſe 


-nidny'particalat Sentences of the Bible, 
Pal > 1240” tos | EN that Ki 


(ſhall nor; as ſaid, ground my Opj: ſ# 
-nion'of the Pregnant inſtructiveneſs of | 
\ the Scripture, upon fuch Queſtionable, 
- not to fay altogether Proofleſs, Con- 
- ceits, That which - may better petr- 
fwade a conſidering Man," is, that be 


vious Truths,wherewith the Scriptures 
.does evidently abound, There are many 
Inftrutions Exhibited , many Truths 
afſerted , - many Errors contuted , 'and 
many Myſteries hinred .in the-very Ex- 
preſſtons of holy Writ , to-an Inquiſt 
-tive-and concern'd Perufer ,; which 1 
-Heedleſs.vulgar Reader is-not wont to 
take Notice of, - God ,'who in the 
Scripture is 1aid ,. to cover hunſelf with 
\Light as with a Garment ; juſtifies that 
-Expreſſion! in «the /Scripture , where 
( as the firſt Wordsthat heis recorded 
 tOhave ever:ſpoken were 118 "1 Ye- 
hi-or; Let there be Light) the very 
' Words and: Phraſes , that cloath the 


* 


"oftentimes Myſterious. - The Apoſtle 
 aflres us,vharſoever things were written, 
ev.nin theOld Teſtament,were written, 
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not Defſtiuce of Inſtructions, 
there are ſome ſo Pregnant with thetn, - 


| 3 


FRE": 


: that. we may eafily find this Diffe- 


rence betwixt Them and Human Wri- 
tings , That thofe firſt mention'd con- 
tain more Matter than Words , and the 
Other more Words than Matter, Nay, 
many of the very Flowers of Rheto- 
ick growing\ there , have (like. the 
Mary-gold that in hot Countries points 
2 the-Sun) - a Virtue. of hinting - the 
uſefulleſt- and the ſublimeſt Trachs : 
the Bible being. in this like the Tree of 
Life, ( flouriſhing inthe New F eruſa- 
lem) which not only afforded ſealonable - 


fruit, but of which the very Leaves were Rev; 222 


for the healing of the Nations, As. for * 
thoſe, who have in this and the laſt Age 
made bold to deprecizte the Old Te- 


ftament, by pretending , that.to Chri- 


ſtians, the New is ſufficient ; Tamar 
preſent apt to think, that the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, together with the Lighc 
of Nature, (which it Excludes not) bu 
rather Suppoſes , contains all thoſe Du- 
ties which are abſolutely Neceſflary to 


beperform'd by all Chriſtians,; in order 


toSalvation, : And that conſequently, 


many. Divines both. Catholicks and 


Reformed , do inconſiderately enough 
Coon ns prels 
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preſs many+things enacted in the Olt 
Teſtament, as Laws properly fo calþg 
which are not now upon the Scoregf || t 
their being There enacted, Obligatory 
to Us Chriſtians , nor perhaps eye 
were to any but the Jews- and ſome 
kind of Jewiſh Proſelytes. Bur] 
think withall, thatchough ir be hard 't6 
ſhew har any thing is a Neceſſary Duty 
' ro Chriſtians, - in the ſenſe above de. 
clard, if it cannot be ſhewn to be þ 
either by the New Teſtament, or the 
Light of Nature: Yet not only ther 
are many Particulars relating to- ſuch 
Daties, of which the Old Teſtament 
may excellently affiſt us to give out 
ſelyes a more Diſtin& and Explicit In- 
ſtruction , than is eafte to be collected 
from the New ; bur of the Myſteris 
of our Religion, there are many things 
deliver'd more Expreſly or more Fub 
ly in ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſts 
ment ,- than in any ofthe Goſpel , as! 
could eafily evidence , if I thought it 
requiſite, So that the uſe of it is very 
Great, as to the Credenda in Divinity, 
though nor perhaps abſolutely Neceſla- 
ry as to the Agends, © But I conſider: 
further, that both the Marters andthe 
Expreſſions made uſe of in the Old 
- ade Teſtament, | 
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Teſtament , are ſo very frequently an 

almoſt upon all Occaſtons related to in 
the New , (as if the Wiſdom of God 
were like Rivers and Seas that affect 
to flow in the ſame Channels them- 


<=. =, Bc”, 
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: 

, ſelves had made before) that there is 

1] ſcarce a Pageof the Latter, to the bet-. 

6 | ter Underſtanding of which the Study 

1 the Former. 1s not either Dy 
, | Neceſlary. ,. or at leaſt highly Uſctull, 

> | Should God bepleas'd to Inſtructus as 

6 | tedid Fona5,by theShadow of a Weed, 70n44 4. 
e | twere our Duty to acquieſce z how 6. 
| | much more then, when he vouchſafes 

t | toſpeak to us in almoſt as Glorious a 


Manner as he did to Meofes; in a Sctip- 
we that hath ſuch . Reſemblances to 

the Sanftuary , which contain'd the 

Law of God , exhibited the Mercy- 

eat , (the Type of Chriſt).and where- 

the rwo Golden Cherubims, like the ,, , _- 
wo Pretious and Harmonious Telta- ws 
ments, look'd towards one another, and. 29» 20, 245 
both rowards that Mercy-ſeat,that Ty- ** 

pify'd the Meſsias 2 We ſhould there- 

fore, not only with Acquieſcence,- but 
Gratirude,look upon God's having Ap- 

A pointed the Scripture to be rhe Light. 

which his Spirit regularly Shines 

bpon tiis Church y fince the Luminary 
: is 
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is as well Refulgent, as the Choice of | 
it, His, whoſe Bleſſing can Proſper any 
Means of Grace, as without his Blef- 
{ing no Means of Grace can Proſper, * 
And , Theophilus .fince among thoſe 
that are ſo farr miſtaken, as to poſtpoſe 
the ſtudy of the Bible to that of ſome 
applauded Books of Morality and De- 
votion, there .are not wanting divers 
Perſons otherwiſe eminently Religi- 
ous; I hope you will eafily excuſe me, 
if for fear their Example ſhould prove 
a Temptation toyou , and add to the 
Diſcouragements you muſt expe 
from the Darkneſs of ſome Texts, 
and the Oppoſition that will be given 
you ; eſpecially at firſt , by thegrand. 
Enemy to the Author. and Deſtgnof 
the Scripture , I venture to ſuperadd 
to.all thar I have ſaid already concern- 
ing theſe Mens Praftice, That *tis not 
onely a Commendable ,- but a much 
more Improving Cuſtome than'tis by 
many thought , to Read daily and or- 
derly ſome ſer Portion or Chapters of 
the Bible: and not to defiſt from that- 
PraQtice, though ( as Naaman dipped 
himſelf fix times in Forday, without be- 
ing Cur'd ) we ſhould not perceive a 
ſuddea and ſenfible. Benefir _—_ 
rom- |. 
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. from it, For in Diſeaſes ( Bodily or 
Spiritual) though the Mouth be our 
of Taſt, and cannot relliſh what is ta- 
ken in, yet wholeſome Aliments 
muſt be eaten, and do effectively Nou- 
riſh and ftrengthen , though they be 
then Inſipid, (perhaps Bitter) to the 
diſtemper'd Palate. We muſt with 
the Eunuch Read divers Texts we Un» 
derſtand not when weread them ; and 
though ar firſt webe notable to pene- 
trate the ſenſes of ſome Portions 'of 
Gods Word, we muſt at leaſt make 
our Faculties as Hoſpitable to it as we 
canz and make our Memories Admit 
ind Embrace ir, till our Underſtand- 
ings be grown up to do the like : ir 
becoming the Diſciples of our Savi- 
our, herein to imitate His Holy Mo- 
ther z of whom 'tis written, that They 
(the Bleſſed Virgin and her Husband) 
wnderſiood not the Sayings which he 
ſpake un'o them, —— but His Mo- 
ther kept all theſe Sayings in her Heart ; 
and to think it may very well be, that 
as our Saviour ſaid to Peter, IV hat I do, 
thou knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt 
know, hereafier ;{o by the Welcome he 
diſpoſes yau t0.give his Word into. 
your Memory, he fays to you, What, 7 
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fay thou knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt 
know hereafter: and the Apoſtles Mo- 
_ tiveto Hoſpitality, Be net forgetful to 
Heb. 13:2 entertain Strangers.for thereby ſome have 
entertained Angels unawares, will with- 

out being over-ſtretch'd, take in the 

Texts of Scripture weare unacquaint- 

Gen.138. ed with: for we may eaſily in them, 
an0Gen. entertain with Abrabam and Lot, grea- 

9. 

cer Gueſts than we were aware of: and 

who when their. true Condition ap- 

pears, may recompence our Enter- 
rainment of them, by ſlowring Bleſ- 

{ings on us, and reſcuing us from the 
Company and Deſtiny of the Wicked, 

And ſure, 1f the Pagans layd up with 

aweful Reverence, thoſe Dark and 
Squinting Oracles, that came (at leaſt 

many of them ) from the Prince of 
Darkneſs, and+ Father of Lies; we 

ſhould bluſh''to refuſe attentive Per-- 

uſals, and Lodging in our Memories, 

"apy to thoſe aiyze Eorre, thoſe Lively Ora- 
Tames <FY cles, thoſe abytia Tiv Oavs Oracles of God 
27- who is the Father of Lights, and 
tt, 1,2, * , \ Ig 
an Eſſential Truth That cannot Lye, 

And the moſt znigmatical Texts we. 

meet with, which ſeem meant | pur-" 

poſely to Poſe us, we may makenfe- 

tul, Admonitors of our Weaknefles,: 
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and take for welcome Opportunities, 


to evince how great a Reverence. we 
pay God's Word , upon the fingle 
Score of its being ſo, Nor let thoſe 


Diſturbances, with which the Devil 
ſeldom fails to obſtruct or difconrage 
our firſt Progreſs in a Study, ſo rui- 
nous to his malicious Ends upon us, 
deterr us; for theſe are commonly 
but.the Throws and ftruglings of Chriſt 
new formed in ns ; or elſe like thoſe 
horrid Fits and OQut-cryes which pre- 
ceded the Ejeftion of that Unclean 
Fpitit mention'd in che firſt of Mark : 
ſuch Parting Ceremonies being not 
ptuſual to the diſlodging Devil; who 
when he finds himſelf upon the Poine 
f being expelFd, Hath Great Wrath, 
hecasle he knoweth, he hath hut a ſhort 
time, And though the God of Peace how 
ever he will bruiſe Setan nnder your feet 
ftortly: thovld for a while Try us 
even with Deſertions in'the- Study of 
the Scriptures let us not for all that 
Deſert ſo-Improving a Study, but reſ0- 
lucely perſevere in the conſtant and 
faichful uſe of the Mears of Grace: 
8':the Moon: when ſhe ſuffers! an E- 
clipfe, forſak egnat her Orb or Motion, 
but by comitinuing her unretarded 

| M 2 Courſe, 
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Courſe 


, regains the? Trraditions the 


was depriv'd of. Wefind''the Word 
of God'compar'd to feed,(that death- 
Matt-13- Jeſs Seed by which Saint Peter ſaith 
"Pers, we are born acain,) and That , we 


know may ſeem for a long time as well 


Dead as Buri'd in the ground, and yet 
afterwards ſpring and grow up into a 
pientifal Harveſt, Nor muſt our 
Proficiency any morediſpenſe with us, 
from the: being converſant with the 
Scripture ;' than our Frailties - 7 will 
never ( (aith the Pſalmiſt) forget thy 
Precepts.for with them thou haſt quicknel 
me, And indeed, the Word of God 
1s not tobe uſed like ative Phyfick, 
taken Oncethatit may not be taken 
Again; but *tis compar'd to Food, 
which -indeed it is, of the Soul; in 
which. Senſe it may be literally,cnough 
ſaid, that Manliveth not by bread alone, 
but by every Word that proceedeth out of 
the Mouth of God, Now 'as onr 'ha- 
ving fed'never ſo well and heartily on 
excellent and Nutritive meats Yeſtet« 
day, will not keep us from needing to 
eat again To-day,' or to-Morrow:, 
and fo Daily, as long as we-coitinue 
theſe ruinous Cottages of Clay ;; 10'in 
Spiritual refeRions with Full, without 
B11 Dy Repeated 
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Repeated meals. the Soul - will-ſe: 
Repeated meals: the Soul  will-fearcely 


thrive, \'And as, generally,-the-more 
Healthy and Luſty:Men: ate, the frez 
quenter and ſtronger Appetites:they 
have'; fo the beſb Chriſtians, and (wit- 
neſs David) the greateſt Proficients 
18 Scriprture- Knowledge, have the 


keeneſt Stomachs to. this :Food of +: 
Souls 5 andthe. vigorouſeſt-Piery,-by ” 


4Deſuetude-and Neglectof it, is ſub- 
jeRt-to- Faint2and Pine away, Nor 
have wejuſt cauſe to repine at any En- 
gagement 10: Aſhduity in the Scrip- 
tures ; -forthereare not near. fo-many 
fhings thatwill: Require, as;there are 
that will Deſerve: and Recompence a 
{xrious Study in'a Book; where ,both 


the Nttict Senſe -and . the Circymſtan- 


ces, and Expreſſions, that cloath it, are 
ichly- Inſtructive::lke that Aroma- 
tical Fruit, of which not onely the Ker- 
nelis-a Nutmeg, -bur-the very invol- 
ving: Skinn is Mace, This inexhau- 
ſtedFulneſs,occafion'd that Panegyrical 
Precept of the Rabbies concerning the 
Laws na %9-1-x nM Pam nm. Pan 
Turn'it over;. and-again turn-it over , 
for; All "is in it: Concurrently to 
which - the Jew that Tranſlates the 
Arabian Apopthegms into Hebrew , 
doo "FW thus 


Pirk 
av0th. 
Cafe. Fo 


Epheſ.6. 
17 


thns'pronounces ; There proceederh nit 
a true Senttuce out of the Mouths of this 
WorldsWiſe-men, that is not intimated 
in 0ur' Law, | 

- | The Uſefulneſs of Divers Texts, 
is fach ,- that we ſhould not onely 
have rhem. in our -Poſleffion , * but 
in a'Readineſs, and as David a 
ſtreſs'd by his Mortal Enemies, - took 
Goliah's Sword from near the Ephod, 
to wear it whither foever he went; 
ſo Chriſtians proſecured by Ghoſtly 
Enemies, ſhould be diligenr,nor = 
to havean Armory well turmfhed -wit 
ſpiritual Weapons, but ro weat thi 
Sword-'of the. Spizit always by: theit 
ſides, to Ward and' Thruſt with"up: 
on all Occafions; without needing to 
depend tpon"any ſuchirchings as Con- 
cordances, which often cannot be come 
by, and' oftner, not'Soon enough: to 
keep us'from being foy'ld by the Fathet 
or the Champions of Lies, But' now; 
to engage us to grow. ready Scriptu- 
riſts: '1t 1s not onely rue, That as the 
Texts of the Bible interchange Light 
with one another, and every new:De+ 
oree of Scripture-Knowledge, is not 
only an Acquiſt of ſo much, but anIn- 
ſtrument to acquire more; ſo is that 
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Book a Theme ſo Comprehenſive and 
ſo Fertile, that the laſt hour of a Chriſti- 
ans longeſt and induftriouſeſt Life, will 
ſtill leave undiſcover'd Myſteries in it: 
This, I ſay, is not only true,bur it is al- 
ſo true, That the Dodctrines of it are 
of that Importance, and find that Op- 
poſition in our yrs Nature, that 
even thoſe Truths that require but 
few Peruſals to be underſtood, require 
many to be duly Impreſs'd, Ourpre- 
polterouſly partial Memories, being 
rarely like Quick-filver , wherein no- 
thing will fink but (that pretiouſeſt 
of Metals, ) Gold: for that alone is 
heavier than Mercury, The Word of 
Chriſt, muſt not be as a Paſlenger, 
or ſparingly entertain'd in our Minds, 
but muſt Dwell there , and that Rich- 
h: and the Word, which Saint Fames 
pronunces, able to ſave onr Souls, he 
deſcribes as a Graff, which muſt nor 
onely be cloſely embrac'd, By that , 
wherein it is to Frudtifie, but muſt con- 
tinue There, Tobring the Stock and 
Graff to ( if I may ſo ſpeak) Concor- 
porate, And indeed, we are fo indiſ- 
pos'd to Admit, and ſo obnoxious to 
Deface, Religious Impreflions, thar 
we need, during our whole Lite, be 
M 4 converſant 


Col, 3.16. 


Fam. 1.21 


Luk 1.48. 
FOCN 2. »: 
Jo 4+ 


* Confiderations tourhimy the 
converſant with the Precepts of Lead- 
ing it pioufly, —— Bur *tis ſcarce 
more Faulty in, than Incident to,-the 
froward Nature of Man, to be ever 
Quarrelling with Gods Method of 
proſecuting his intentions; and, ( as 
if he were Wiſer than his Maker,) to 


criminate his Condud& in his Diſpen- 


fations. Even that Excellent Perſon, 
the Gloriouſeſt of Virgins,and of Mo- 


thers, whom all Ages muſt deſerved-_ 


ly call Bleſſed, incurr'd her Divine 
Sons Reprehenſion, for an intimated 
offer to alter his purpoſed Method in 
Diſcloſiag himfelf, But God is too 
Juſt to Himſelf, and roo Merciful to 
Us.to Degrade (as it were) his Omnif- 
cience fo tarras to ſuffer himſelf to be 
ſway'd againſt the Dictates of it, by 
fuch Purblind and perverſe Tutors as 
We; his Goodneſs concerns him too 
much in our Inſtruction, ro ſuffer him 
to' let our Phanſies endite his Word 3 
co. attain his own Ends, he makes 
choice of his own Means and Inſtru- 
ments, without needing our purblind 
Eyes in the Eleftion, and what with 
unfathomable Wiſdome he hath been 
pleas'd. to contrive for Mans InſtraQi- 


on with a Gracious, though ofren 


Miſ- 
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underſtood Conſtancy- he perſiſts 
diſpos'd to Cavil at the preſent Con- 
trivance or Stile of Scripture, would 
be apt to take Exceptions atany other: 
for ſome thing or other it muſt neceſla- 
rily bez and the unimaginable Diver- 
fity of Humours, Judgements, and Pre- 
poſſeſſions is ſuch, that as Theſe now 
ſay,why Thus,and not So,others would 
in caſe of alteration be as ready to ask, 
Why ſo, and not Thus, *Tis queſti- 
onable, whether the Iſraelires were 
greater Marmarers at Pharaoh in Egypt, 
or at. Moſes 'in the Deſert: and the 
Children complain'd of by their Com- 
panions in the Market-place, have had 
either Poſterity or Predeceflors in all 
Ages; which have ſtill been of the 
Diſpoſition of thoſe Jews,- whoimpu- 
ted the More:than Prophets.Rigidneſs 
of Virtue, to the great Enemy of that 


lovely Quality z and the Greater than 


Solomon's Condeſcentions to the Vices 
he deſigr'd them to deſtroy, But the 
Great Phyſician of Mankind is too 
Compaſſionate and Wiſe, to let his 
diſtrafted Patients preſcribe their own 
Coutſe of Phylick, Or, to decline our 
fond and peeviſh Cavils, ſhuffle or dif- 
compele 
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Miſ- h 
in, 'He knows that many, who are 


Mat. 11, 
16,17, 18g 
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compoſe thoſe Myſterions and Pro- 


found Contrivances, whoſe Wiſdome 
engages the Attention, and exadts the 
Woenders of thoſe Heavenly unclog'd 
Spirits ,, that are ſcarce more advan- 
tag'd over us by their Native Abili- 
ties, than by the means they have of 
improving them, And therefore, our 
Saviour refus'd to Deſcend from the 
Croſs, though. they whoſe Malice 
ſery'd to fix him there, (the Chief 
Prieſts and Scribes themſelves, ) de- 
clar'd that on thoſe Terms they would 
believe onhim, And though, weare 
(but too) apt to fancy, that we ſhould 
be wonn tq.. our Duty, if it were 
raught_ or pteſs'd in {uch or ſuch a way, 
yer we may. be pleas'd to remember, 
that *twas one in Hell, that would 
needs have another means than the 
Scripture,-of having Sinners Preach'd 
to; andone in Heaven, that, referring 
them to the Scripture,declar'd ; That if 
men heard not Moſes and the Prophets, 
netther would they be perſwaded, though 
one. roſe from the Deadto preach to them, 

It Taddreſt what I write, not to ſo 
Intelligent a Perſon as Theophzlas, but 
to Promiſcuous Readers, I ſhould add 


to. what I haye ſaid of the ſeveral Ex- 
e ceptions 
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ceptions againſt the Scripture, @/Cor- 
dial Advice .to all, whoſe Parts: and 
Leiſure give them not a. juſt Hope of 
being able ſolidly to vindicate it either 
to themſelves or others, to Decline is 
much as diſcreedly they can, the Liſt- 
ning to Objecors or Objections, of 
what ſort, or under what Diſguiſe (o- 
ever, againſt that Heavenly Book x 
eſpecially, if propos'd by plauſible and 
infinuating Wits, For it nor. bei 

Neceſlary, : (nor indeed Poffible ) for 


every Private Chriſtian, to know the 


Opinions and Reaſons of all Diflenters 


about' che: Scripture, ( no more than 


for every- Trayeller to. be a Geogra- 
pherz ) nor:requiſite to the Knowledge 
of the Way to Heav'n, to know all 
thoſe, in which they that mils it, 
Wander; ( as to:learts the way from 
Dover to London, 1nced not learn thoſe 


| that lead not thither- ) it is not Pru- 


dent ro: run a very probable Hazard 
of Diſquiceting one's Faith, and anor 
improbable one of Subverting ir, only 
to gratifie a needleſs | Curioſity 5 an 
Itch, which we are delighted tro: have 
ſcratc'd; but which is exaſperated; by 
being ſo, And: frequently, though 
your Deſign ſeem Innocent, (as only 

| ro 
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fo Hear without Believing, and pleaſe | 
your ſelf with ſomething of Wit and F - 
Novelty; ) yet theſe Converſations 
rarely enough prove Harmleſs; and 
( as too frequent and ſad Experience 
proclaims) generally either abare a 
Degree of your Faith, or Qualifie 
ſome Ardor of your Love, or Letlen 
your Reverence for - that Matchleſs 
Book , or put ſome ſtrange and diſ- 
quieting Scruples into your Thoughts, 
which *tis much-'eafter to Confute 
than to Silence. Wherefore, as in 
Infectious Times, whennthe: Plague 

reigns, Phyſtcians'uſe more” ſtrictly 
to forbid theſmaller Excefles and Inor- 
dinacies of Dyer,'and the uſe of Meats 
of ill Digeſtion or apt to breed any 
Diſtemper ; 'becauſe every petty. Fe 
ver, becomes through the Maligniry of 
the Air , apt:toturn into:the Plague: 
{o "now, that 'Antiſcriptutiſm-grous 
ſo rife, and ſpreads'{o faſt, hope *twill 
not - appear : Unſeaſonable -ro- : adviſe 
thoſe, that tender the Safery and-Sere- 
| _ of their Faith,” ro! be more-than 

diharily ſhy. of ' being too. Venturous 
of any Books, or Company, that may 
derogate. from itheir Veneration of the 
Scripture; becauſe by the Predomi- 


nant 


WH > 4. Ee 2H > 
« S - wi »*y x ws 
_—_ 136” SY THR 
«a> / [3 U g TR = x * 


nant and- Co 
the Times, the leaſt injurious Opini- 
ons. Harbor'd of it, are prone to dege- 
d | nerate into irreligion, ButlI fear, you'l 
e | think I Preach, 
t 5 
1 
: 


The eighth and laſt otjedtion, 


And now, Theophilus, | amarriv'd at 
. thatpart of this Diſcourſe, wherein ic 
, || will be fir to Examinethat Grand Ob- 
| je&tion againſt the ſtyle of the Scrip- 
| | cure, which, though a Philoſopher 
' | would not look upon it as the moſt 
Confiderable,is yet moſt urg'd by many 
, of its Witty Adverſaries ; eſpecially 
ſuch as are wont to Exerciſe and Gra- 
tifle their Phanſle more than their 
Reaſon, The Objection it felt is this, 
That the Scripture 1s ſo unadorn'd with 
Flowers of Rhetorick, and ſo deſtitute of 
Eloquence, that it is flat, and proves com- 
monly inefficatious upon Intelligent Rea- 
ders, Infomuch, that divers great Wits 
and great Perſons, eſpecially States-men, - 
do either Deſpiſe it, or neglet# to ſtudy 
#3 And truly, the Story is famous: of 
that Cardinal, (who flouriſh'd in the 
lat Age )thar ſaid, That once indeed 
he: had read the Bible, bur if he were 


ro 
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todoſo again, 'ewould loſe hi 
Latinicy, And amongſt: thoſe great 
Orators, (as they thought themſelves) 
who liv'd in the ſame Age and Coun» 
try that he did, the Complaint was 
ordinary, That the Reading of the Bi- 
ble uncaught. chem the Purity of the 
Loman Language, and corrupted their 
Ciceronian Style, And I remember 
no: obſcure Prince , (though he ſhall 
here be nameleſs, becauſe for other 
Qualities I hononr him) in no obſcure 
Company, difputed with me one day, 
an Opinion abour the Style of the 
Scripture, to which the Cardinals 
Scorn was a Complement, I wiſh 
theſe ſawcy Expreſſions were but Out- 
landiſh, and could not croſs thoſe 
Seasthat inviron Exzland; ( which is 
not ſo happily ſever'd trom the Worlds 
Vices, as from its Continent, ) This 
profane judging fo boldly that Book, 
Men ſhall bejudg'd by, being, it not a 
Native, yertat leaſt a free Denhizon of 

- Eneland'3. For not. only *twas one, that 
Fam ſorry-Icancall our Countrey-man,. 
whois recorded/to have ſolemnly pre-: 
ferr'd' one of the Odes of Pindarus , 
before all the: Pſalms of David; butÞ 
could eafily add divers refembling! 
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Inſtances, || 
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Inftances , that I have my ſelf been 
tronbl'd ro meet with, were it not char 
I fomewhat doubt whether this kind 
of prophane Sayings be not as well Fir- 
ter as Worthier to be Forgotten than 
Remember'd, and to be Supprefs'd 
than Divulg'd; For (not ro mention 
that the recording of ſuch Enormities 
oa an 1] Complement upon Man- 

ind) the Satisfation ſome Men's 
Curioſities receive by ſuch Relations, 
will ſcarce account for the Tempra- 
tion it gives others, to imitate what 
they find ſome have dar'd, For there 


are ſome Sins whoſe grand Derer- 


ment is a kind of Perſwafſton, that they 


ae too Horrid to have been com- 


mitted : and ſome Wiſe Legeiflators 
thoughr ir berter, againſt certain 
Crimes,touſethe Silence of the Laws; 
than' their Threats, I ſhall therefore, 
Without any further Mention of [can-' 
dalous Particularities,take it for grant- 
ed, that there have been, and are bur 
too many Witty DiſreſpeRers of the 
Scripture, But as for the Accufarion 
Itſelf; which they are alledg'd to coun- 
tenance, many Defences might be here 
made againſt it, if divers Conſidera-- 
tons pertinent to that purpoſe among 
<2 | others, 
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others, did not belong to ſo 
enſuing Parts of my Diſcourſe, where. 
in'tis not the Style of the Scripture, 
but other Themes that are principally 
and Directly treated of, Yet that You 
may be. afliſted to referr hither ſuch 
Parts of the following Diſcourſe , as 
are Applicable to the matter under 

Conſideration, I ſhall here take Notice 
to You, that my Anſwers to the Obje- 
ion above propos'd, may for the moſt 
part be reduc'd to theſe five heads of 
Argument. 

- Fiſt, That as to divers parts of the 
Scripture,it was not requitite that they 
ſhould be Adorn'd with Rhetorical 
Embelliſhments, | 

Next, That the Bible ſeems to have 
much leſs Eloquence than indeed it has, 
to thoſe that Read it only in Tranſla- 
tions, eſpecially the vulgar Latine VYet- 
fion, 
Thirdly, That by reaſon of the differ- 
1Rg Notions, ſeveral forts of Men, e- 
ſpecially of diſtant Nations and Cli- 
mates, have of Eloquence;many Paſla- 
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ges. that .are thought Uneloquent by - 


Us, may appear Excellently . expreſs'd 
toanother part of Mankind, 


o 


-Fourthly , That: there, are. in' the, 


e of thoſe 
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Scripture a multitude of thoſe Texts, 
& | wherein-the Author thought fit ctoem- 
e | ploy the Ornaments of Language, 
ly conſpicuouſly adoin'd with ſuch as- 
uf agree ev'n with our Notions of Elo- 

lt; quence, 

Sf And Laſtly, that it is very farr 

t | from being -conſonant to Expezience, 

e | that the Style of the Scripture does 

» | make it Unoperative upon the Genera- 

t £f lity of its Readers, if rhey be not Faul- 

{ I tily Indiſpos'd to receive Impreſſions 

from it, 

As to the firſt of theſe, having Al- 
ready above declar'd , rhat there are 
many parts of Scripture, wherein it 
yould have been Improper to affect 
' E Eloquence, I am willing to ſuppoſe, 
that You have not yet forgot what has 
been formerly ſaid, And therefore, I 
am unwil:ing to detain You on this 
firſt conftderation, Yet I cannot but 
on this Occaſton take Notice to You, 
that we allow all ſorts of people Ex- 
preſions proper and fitted to their ſe- 
veral Profeffions and Themes, How 
many of us can dwell on Lawyers , 
Phyſicians, and Chymiſts Books , 
though oftentimes written in Termszs 
barth and as uncourtly; as if thoſe 
NP N Rude- 
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Conſiderations touching 


Rudeneffes were their Deſign * 7 

yet we can Neglect and {corn the Scrip-! 
ture becaule in ſome Paſſages we there 
find the Myſteries and/other Matters 
of Religion, deliver'd in a Proper and 
Theological ſtyle, I remember Mac- 
chiavel, in the Dedication of his fa- 
mous Prince, after he had (not canſe- 
lefly ) acknowledg'a- ro Lorenzo det 
Medici , ( to whom his Book is ad- 
drefl'd) that he had not Rtuffd it with 
lofry Language, or big Words, nor. 
Adorn'd it with any of thoſe enveagling' 
outward Ornaments , uſual to other 
Authors in-their Writings; gives this 


# 


account of the Plainneſs of his ſtyle, | 


[Perche is ho woluto, o che veruna coſe 
la honori (la mia opera) # che Jolamente 
la veritd della materia, & la gravits 


del ſoggetto la faccia grata |} that he 


thought fit either that nothing at all fhonld 
recommend his Work,or that the only truth 


ef the Diſcourſe axd the Dignity of the 


ſubjet ſhould make it acceptable, and 
exact its welcome.. If a meer States- 
man, writing to a Prince, upon a meer 
civil Theme, could reaſonably ralk 
thus : with how much more Reaſon 
may God expe& a welcoming Enter- 
tainment'for the leaſt Adorn'd parts ofa 
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"" Siyle of he Þ. Scrtptiires, — 15s | 
Book, of which the Truth -is a dire&t 
Emanation from the Eflential and Su- 
re | preme Truth, and of which the Con- 
'S | tents concern no Jeſs than mans Eter- 
d f nal Happineſs or Miſery And if our 
» | nice Italian Criticks themſelves, can- 
- || not by the Plainneſs of Macchiavel's 
- | ſtyle, ,nor the forbidding of his Wri- 
e | tings by the Inquiſition, be deterr'd 
- | fom as Afſidnous as Prohibited a Stu- 
1 | dy of his Books; what Excuſe will 
r. | they one day have, that now make the 
7: | Unaffected Style of Scripture the ſole 
) 
) 
; 


Excuſe of their Deſpiſing, (or at leaft 

neglecting) that Divine Book 2 
Secondly, As to the Diſadvantage The (c- 

the Scripture receives by its not being nd An" 
read by thoſe I now reaſon with, in its the eighth 
Originals ; though I have ſaid ſome» Objettion. 
thing to it already ,- yet I muſt now re- 
' | fame it. into Conſideration, and repre- 
ſent, T hat 'tisno wondet they reve- 
rence not the Bible's Style, as they 
Oughr, whilſt they judge of rhar of an 
Hebrew Book by their Valgar Tran- 
flation; which ( though ſometimes 
cauſeleſly enough cenſar'd by divers 
Proteſtant Divines, that would find ic 
ho eaſte Task to make a better, yet) 
certainly is in many Places ſtrangely 
N 2 barth 


', 154 - Conſideratfons toiching the 'JÞ. 


'Harſh. and Barbarous; and by a Partial 
and unlucky affectation of Liter-lity, 
miſſerh che Propriety both of che He |, 
brew Speech, ani of the Latine: and ; 
to adhere to the Originals Words ſ| , 
commonly injures its Eloquence, and 
oftentimes irs Senſe, rendring excel- | | 
lent Expreſſions in ſuch Ungracefull I 
ones,” as would probably fright Rex I , 
ders from it, if it could not very well 
ſpare Fine Language: fo thar to our 
preſent Theme, we may not ull apply | 
that Notable ſaying of Mirandula; Þ| | 
Hebri bibunt fontes, Greci rivos, Lati- 
zi paludes, The Old French Riming 
Tranſlation of Yireil, makes not the 
eAneids much more Eloquent than 
Hopkins and Sterzhold have mace the 
Pſalms : which ſure being Written by 

a Perſon who (ſetting afide his Inſpi- 
ration) was botha Traveller, .a Cour- 
tier, and a Poet, muſt at leaſt be al- 
low'd to contain poliſh'd and faſhion- 
able Expreſſions in their own Lan- | 
guage, how courſely ſoever they have 
been miſ-rendred in Ours, What Opt- 
nion the Eaſtern World hath of the 
ſweet ſinger of 7ſrael,may appear, both 

by other Hyperbolical FiQions they 
believe of him, (whom with Avoſes, 
Feſus, 


JT Stwpteofthed. Scriptires, 


Feſus and Mahomet, they Reckon a- 
monegſt the Four Great Prophets) and 
by what Keſſexs, (the fam'd Mahome- 
tan Writer of the Lives of the Fathers) 
relates concerning him, That when 
David ſang the Praiſes of God , th: 
Hills, and Birds, and Beafts therein ac- 
tompany'd bim, Which groſs Lite- 
fal incerpretation of Figurative Ex- 
preflionsin the Pſalms, and of his pa- 
therical invitations ' to the inanimate 


155. 


Keſſeuss 
PI 99» 
See P(a! , 
114.4. 

Pal. 16, 


Creatures to | joyn with him in cele- 


brating their common Creator , he 
feems to have borrow'd from the Al- 

coran it ſelt'; where Mahomet brings 

*We reduc'd the 

*Mountains to'comply with him, who 
thould joyn withÞim in Praiſes Morn- 
*ing and Evening; the Birds alſo ſtack 
fo him3 all theſe are obſequious to 
chim, And though the New Teſta- 
ment be not wigzten in Hebrew , yer 
Writers being Hebrews, have 
chiefly conform'd themſelves to the 
Style of the Tranſlators of the' Old 
Teſtament , ( which whether or no it 
conſtitute whar Criticks of late ſo dif, 
- pate of under the Name of Linen, 
or DialefFus Helleniſtica, I pretend nor 


God in ſaying, 


s ww TD ww #$F7Þ UWYv 1$:* ws. 


kd * @# » 


Surdt 37. 
Vide H. 
Hotting ps 
62, and 
63. 


that of-the- Apocry- - 


to define) and” 


 .x5s Conſiderations touching the Þ 
— phal Authors and other Jews Writing 
in the ſame Language, -who (except 
perhaps Foſephaus and Philo) wrote ra- 
ther, If I may ſo ſpeak , 'an Hebrew 
than an Attick Greek, or atleaſt, in 
2a Diale&, which ( by reaſon of their 
frequent References to the Septuagints 
| Verſton,) abounds, if .not with He- 
 braiſms, with expreflions Obvious in 
Hebrew Writings, and Unfrequent in 
Greek ones, and ſo-reliſhes much of 
the Hebraick Style; Of which, as well 
in the New as- the Old Teſtament, 
thoſe we reafon with; being ſtrangers 
ro that Primitive Tongue, muſt be in- 
competent Judges; there being in the 
Idiotiſms of all Languages, peculiar 
Graces, which (likg thoſe moſt ſubril 
Spirits, which Exhale-in powring E(- 
{ences qut of one Veflet into another ) 
are loſt in, moſt (eſpecially if Literal j 
Tranſlations ; -and the, Holy Tongue 
being that which God himſelf made 
choice of, to Dignifie with his Expreſ- 
fions, having divers whoſe Penetrancy 
is as little transfuſible into any other, 
as the Sun's dazeling Brightneſs , or 
the Water of a Diamond can be ug- 
detratingly Painted; and having di- 
yers Words and Phraſes, mole Pigs 
Ed” WW: NES 
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neſs and Copiouſneſs, none in' De- 
riv'd ( or other ) Languages can 
match; Some of the Hebrew Conju- 
gations, as chiefly thoſe call'd Hiphil 
and Hitpael , give fignifications to 
Verbs , which the Want of anſwera- 
ble Conjugations in Weſtern Langua- 
ges, makes us unable to fill or Equal 
without Paraphraſes, which are very 
rarely ſo comprehenſive as the Origi- 
nal Words , and (to hint this upon 
the by) the Ignorance, or not Conſi- 
dering of this one Grammarical Truth, 
hath kept Men from fully Underſtand- 
mg, divers Paſſages of the New Te- 
ſtament, wherein the Greek Tongues 
want of thoſe Conjugations., hath 
made Adtve or Intranfitive Verbs, be 
us'd in a Tranfitive dr Reciprocal fig- 
nification. How impertitiently Men's 
Tenorance of its Originals, may make 
them cenſure the Scripture, I had once 
occafton to take notice of, by finding'a 
famous Commentator, note Saint Pani 


_ of impropriety of Speech; in the be- 


ginning of that, which is commonly 
thought to be his Firſt Epiſtle ro the 
Theſſalonians, but by the Learned Gro- 
tins (in his Paradoxes, De Antichriſto,) 
not improbably eſteemed to be his Se- 
; Ms cond : 


2p —_ 


The Third Thirdly, We may yet further con- 
Anſwer, ſider, That as to many Paſſages. of 


Greek Words / vugr Wiles 5 xbyG: 
74 *vgis, which ours have rightly Eng- 
liſhed , from You ſonnded out the Words 
he found in his. Tranſlation , A wobis 
diffamatus eſt ſermo; not knowing Paul 
to have Written in Greek, he would 
needs correct him for having Written 
Diffamatus eft, inſtead of Divnleatus 
eſt 


Scripture accus'd of not appearing E- 
loquent to Exropean Judges, it might 
be juſtly repreſented, Thar the Eaſtern 
Eloquence differs widely from the 
Weſtern, In thoie purer Climates, 
where Learning, that is here bur a 
Denizon, was & Native; the moft 
cheriſh'd and admir'd Compoſares of 
their Wits, if judg'd by Weſtern 
Rules of Oratory, will be judg'd De- 
ſtiture of it, Their Dark and Involy'd 
Sentences, their Figurative and Para- 
bolical Diſcourſes; their Abrupt and 
Maim'd way of expreſſing themſelves, 
which . often leaves much place to 
Gueſſes at the Senſe3 and their- neg- 
le& of conneting Tranfitions, which 
often leaves us ata loſs fgr the Me- 
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| thod and -Caherency: of, i they 
Write 3 are Qualicies, that oar Rhe-- 


toricians do not more generally Diſlike, 


thantheirs Practice: their being, per-: 
haps little leſs Diſparity in our " Opi- 


ions than in our Wayes of Wri- 
ting ; for their Pens, (as if it werea 


Preſage of the different Changes the 


Jews and Greeks have made in point 
of Religion) move from the Right 
handtowards the Left our's ( chere- 
n imitated by thoſe of the Ethio ians) 
from the Left towards the Right; ſo 
that wethink they write Backwards , 


. and they,' that we do (0, Of this dit- 


ference of the Notions, that the Ea- 
ſtern and Weſtexa Colonies of the 
Sons of Adam have harbour'd concern- 
ing Eloquence, I ſhall need' ro Men- 


tion but one inſtance, that One 1s ſo 


remarkable: and that s$ the Alkoran, 
How much the 4/ahometay World 
boaſts the Eloquence of that Book, 
can ſcarce be unknown to- thoſe that 


have,(though bur a little) bufi'd their 


Curiofity.in that ſort of Enquiries. 


The Ableſt Arabian Fxpoſitors , and 


other Authors,tell us, that all the Wt 


and Art of Men and Dzmons, would 


be unable ro hinder that ay 
ein 


Feidavi, 
Abmedibn, 
Edris, and 
others. 


Cl 


Feet. being Marchiets -— aaa kids 
, wo 11.jand was fo proud of ir,chat in ſoms paſla- 


ves init, hedefy's its Oppoſers LO e- 
qual one Sarat or Section of ir , and 


' feems tomakeitrs Peerleſneſs an Argy- 


ment of ic's not being of barely Hn- 
man Authority : and the Saracens 
preſs*'d with their Religions being de- 
ME Rs ſtituce of atteſting 
ſotum Alkoranum(ad- Miracles , will not 
duxiſſet,) ſatis hoc fo- {ſcruple roreply,Thar 


yet ad eximiam excel- > 
lentian. ſupra reliquaz thoug h there were 


gue Prophcte addux- NO other Miracle to 


erunt:; namille Mira- manifeſt the Excel- 
culum eft,qusd in ſecu- 


la durat pre omnibus lency of their Reli- 
aliis Miiaculis. H- ojon above that 
Horing, Hiſt. O71ent. taught by the Pro- 


paging circtter 300. 
phets, yet the Alco- 


ran it Self were ſufficient , as being a 
Lafting Miracle that tranſcends all o- 
ther Miracles, How Charming its 
Eloquence may be in its Original , | 
confeſs my ſelf too unsilful) in the 
Arabick Tongue, to be a competent 
Judge ; my other Studies and Di- 
fraQtions having made me forget moſt 
of the little Knowledg, I had once ac- 


-quir'd of thar flouriſhins Language: 


But though the Alkoran have Rolen 
00 much from the Bible; not to c0n- 


can | 
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tain divers Excellent Things; (which: 
is one Inducement to me-to cite. it the. 
oftner) yet certainly, ngt only the An-, 
tient, Latin Verſton of -it, made by 
orders of the Abbot Pertras Cluniacens 
fs, and publiſh'd in the Laſt Age, by 
the Procurement of Bibliander, ( and 
of which this -is the Grand Critick 
Scaliger's Exclamation, Deum inmor- Foes 
talem , quam inepta eft Vulgaris illa , apuitheod. 
quam habemus, Interpretatio ? ) would. —_— : 
ſcarce by. our European Orators be runs, 
thought ſo much as of kinn to Elo- Fides & 
quent; but the Recent Tranſlations I Hier 
have ſeen of it in French, and ( as to. pa. 2. 
divers of it, in) Latin , elaborated by 

preat Scholars, and accurate Arabi- 


cians, by making it very Conformable 


= 


to its Eaſtern Original, have not ſo 


rendred it, but that Perſons that judge 
of Rhetorick by the Rules of it cur- 
rent in theſe Weſtern- Parts of the 
World, would inſtead of extolling ig 
for the Superlative,, not allow it the 
Poſitive Degree of Eloquence; would 
think the Style as deſtitute of Graces. 
as ghe T heology of Truth, and would 
poſſibly as much Admire -the Saracem's 
Admiration , as, they do the Book. 


Eminent 
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Eminent Eaſt-Indians, is ſtrangely in- p 


 congruous to 'our Notions of, Elo- 
' quence ; but what I have perus'd of 


e Famous 'Literati (as they call the 


Learned Men) of Chiza, though writ- 
zen with Great Care by the Authors; 
and (as it ſeems) Tranſlaced with no 
Leſs by che Knowing Interpreters, 
would, to an ordinary Exrepean Orator, 
appear rather Ridiculous than Elo- 
quent, But to content our ſelves with 
the Examples 'we formerly ſeleed 
- out of the leſs Remote Parts of the 
Eaſt; Since Mahowet, whoſe Elo- 
quence (almoſt as Proſperous-as his 
Sword ) was able to bring Credit and 
Proſelytes even to ſuch a Religion as 
His : fince. Moſes , that ſo Celebrated 
Legiſlator, bred up in the Refining 
Courr, andall the fam'd Wiſdome of 
the Egyptians: ſince Solomon, who 
had ſuch Incommunicable Advantages 
to improve himſelf,” and whoſe Wiſ- 
dome (eſteem'd capable to have Go- 
vern'd more Kingdoms than his had 
' Subjects ) the 'Weſtern World hath 
for fo many Ages Admird, and the 
Eaſtern, only not Idoliz*d: and ſince 


the Prophet'Daniel; whoſe Promiſing. 


Youth wasgort only Cultivated by the 
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-: Inſtructions of 
bur Enjoy'd the Diviner Tutorage of 


; a  ; 
Chaldean Sages, 


Gods Spirit, and; whoſe Matchleſs 
Abilities preferr'd him from a Captive, 


© | tobe the Chief as well of the Caldean 


* 
} 


Wiſe-men, as the: Median Princes: 
fince theſe Applauded Writers, I ſay, 
whom the Eaſtern Nations ſo Much 
and ſo Juſtly admir'd, by many of our 
Latiniſts are not thought Good Wri- 
ters, becauſe of our Differing Notions 
of Eloquence ; nay, if amongſt Ears- 
jeans themſelves , Cicero hath found 
Many Cenſurers, and a Book hath 
been publiſhed to prove that Tully 
was not Eloquent ; _—_— we Ratio- 
nally enough ſuppoſe, that the Grecian 
and Roman Style amongſt che Eaſtern 
Writers, may not be much better re- 
liſl'd than their's is amongſt us; and 
that conſequently,in thoſe parts of the 
Scripture whoſe Eloquence is .not Ob- 
vious tous Enropeans, the Pretended 
Want of Eloquence may be but a 
Differing and | Eaſtern kind of it ? 


Specially, ifwe conſider, that the An- 


tienteſt Writers in Proſe now exranc 
amoneft ns, were {carce. contemporary 
to the lateſt Writers of the Old Te- 


ſtament , and-yet that Eloquence, the 
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ral Regions, but in ſeveral Age; 
And oftentimes'in That, as in Attire, 
what was Lately Faſhionable, is Now 
Ridiculous, and. what Now makes a 
Man look:like a Courtiet , may within 
theſe Few Luſtres make him look like 
anAntick: though how purely ris the 
Mode that makes ſuch things appear 
Handſome or Detorm d, may be readi- 
ly colleed from the Viciſhtudes ob- 
ſervable in. Modes ; Men by intervalls 
relapſing into Obſolete Paſhions, That 
there are Great Changes in that Mod? 
of Writing men commonly miſtake 
for Eloquence, I ſhall produce no leſs 
Hluftrious a Witneſs than Sexeca, who 
in his hundred and fourteenth Epiſtle, 
(to omit other Paſlages in his V Yorks) 
nor only proves it at large, but ſhows 
that in ſome Ages, even the Faulty 
wayes of Expreſſion, conſpir'd in by 
the VVits of thoſe Times, havepalſs'd 
for Eloquence, The Scripture Style 
then, though it were not Eloquenit 
Now, may have excellently ſuited the 
Genious of Thoſe Times its Seyeral 
Books were written in; and have been 
very proper for thoſe People it was || 

: | Primarily | 
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marily de | 
fI would preſume to be Paradoxical in 
1thing I fo lirtle-pretend Skill in as E- 
lbquence, I might farther repreſent on 
this occaſion , 'That Rhetorick being 
but an Organical or Inſtrumental Arr , 
morder Chiefly to Perſwaſton, or De- 
light, its Rules ought to be eſtimated 
by their Tendency, and Commenſu- 


rateneſs to its Ends and -conſequent- 


y;are to be conform'd toby a Wiſe- 
man, but. ſo farr forth as he judgerh 
them Seaſonable and Proper to Pleaſe 
or to Perſwade - which when he ſees 
he can do better by Declining them , 
than by Pra@tifing them, ( as Orators , 
like Hunters, muſt oftentimes leave the 
moſt Beaten Paths , if they will not 
loſe their Game) he ſhould not ſcru- 
ple ro preferr the End to the Means ; 
the Scope of the Artiſt, to what the 
Schools are pleas'd to call the Scope of 


the Att; and to think it more Eligi- 


ble roſpeak Powerfully, thanto ſpeak 


_ to Work upon. And 
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A fhore 

Digreflion 
concerning 
the Art of - 
Rhetorick, - 


Regularly. And we may hence confi- . 


der, thar it may be ſomewhat Inconfi- 
derate to judge of all Eloquence, by 
the Rules of it that Czcero's Admirers 
impoſe on us; and Confound' their 
the Art of 
Rhetorick , 
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- Rhetorick,as ifth 
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were Equivalent; | * 
or of the ſame extent, For Cicerobe- | * 
ing reputed (and that Deſervedly) an | * 

- Hloquent man, and very ſucceſsful in | * 
Perſwading his thus and: thus quali- | * 
fy'd Hearers; divers, whoſe- Modeſty | / 
or Deſpair kept them from aſpiring to 
more than Imitation, obſerving that 
Tylly often made uſe of ſuch and ſuch 

 a|Contrivance, and ſuch and ſuch Ej- 
Surative forms of ſpeaking, took the 
pains to reduce thoſe Obſervations in: 
co Rules, which being highly applau- 
ded by their Succeſlors, and by them 
recruited with ſome Reſembling Rules 
drawn from the Practice ef a few other. 
Orators, were- afterwards compil'd in- || 
to an Art, which.as Ideny not to be 
a great Help to the imitation of Tylh 
and Demoſthenes, or thoſe others from 
whoſe Structure and Faſhions of 

| ſpeech ſuch Inſtitutions have been 
drawn, {o I ſhall no more take it for 
a Compleat Syſtem of Rhetorick, than 
any Inſtructions deducible from the 
Journals of Se/omons T arſhiſh Fleets, || 
and from the Grecian and Romans |: 
Sea-voyages, for the true and entire || + 
Art of Navigation, For if other |" 
Pe;ſons, either by an Endowment or | * 
Improve- |. 


wth... oy. | tis 


"of 


"res! ſhe © + "Wb 


RE F 8) 


— Rs 


&. 2'> -- Le 


nd 26+ Sale 


KH 


I 


X 
n 


= 9” 


—— 
i 


Md 


$50 i prove | 
her: Equally ,- or more 'Happy- and 
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ment of Nature ; 


ſo differing ) wayes of expreſſing 
themſelves, they-ought as lictle'to be 
Confin'd bythe Preſcriptionsacquieſc'd 
in before them , as Columbes thought 
himſelf Oblig'd tobe by the Rules or . 
Practice of © Antient. Navigators; 
whoſe Methods and Voyages, had he 


not boldly ventur'd ro Vary from; and. 


paſs beyond , how Vaſt .and\Rich a 
Portion” of the World hadi his*Con- 
formity lefr undifcover'd ! And'on this. 
occaſion, Theophilus , Imuſt mention 
one thing that I haveobſerv'd / which 
perhaps you will not think either De- 
Ipicable or Impertinene : and- it is, 
\That though the People of China be 
teem'd the moſt Numerous, the moſt 
Flouciſhing; and (very few,.if any, ex- 
cepted) the moſt: Civiliz'd Nation-in 
the .World : though amongſt them 
the greateft' part -of Preferments be 
ARtainable by :Verbal Learning , and 
though they have Books in' their Lan- | 
guage: ( how. -Well: written ,. I know 
not'/ bavingneverRead any of 'them) 


of almoſt all kind of Liberal Arcs and 
Sciences. yer find by the lace-Tra- 
O10: O 
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Hiſtory of that Kingdome , and by a- 
ther Authors that mention their Lue- 
rature ,"that this Populons and Ingeni- 
ous Nation , that has been (o long ſer- 
led: in-a Flouriſhing Condition ,: and 
more; than any other People allows 
Encouragements and Recompences to 
Learned Men, has not car'd toreceive 
Rhetorick into the Number of thei 
Arts and Sciences, prefuming, as one 
may gueſs , that the Confining men 
Expreſſions to Eftabliſh'd Rules would 
not be {o like to Enable thoſe to ex- 
preſs themſelves Eloquently, that Ne 
ture has Indiſpos'd todo ſo, as to Hin 
der others from expreſſing themſelves, 
as well, as, were they left to their full 
liberty, they would do, I will not fay, 
nevertheleſs, that our ſtrict Ciceroni 
an Rules, are Crutches that may be 
Helps to Weak or Lame Phanſies, but 
are Cloggs or Burdens to Sound and 
 Adciveones: bur:this T obſerve, that 
theſe Utopian Laws of Oratory., -are 
ſeldome ;rigorouſly impos'd by any, 
that publiſh other Books that may-be 
examined by them--+; and that Wiſe- 
men, as well in the Weſt, as in the 
Eaſt, will not eaſily: loſe Good 
Wo. T honghts, 
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cauſe they are not Reducible ro Them. 
And this I the rather preſs, becauſe 
I have found but too many ſo blindly 
Servile , as to Imitate without Diſcre- 
tion or Reſerve in applauded Authors, 

3 well the Bad as the Good 3 create 
ſuch Artiſts Errors , Rules of Arts 
and make one man's Particular Phan- 


les, or perhaps Failings , Confining 


Laws to others, and convey them as 
ſuch to their Succeeders, whoare at- 
terwards bold to miſ-name all Unobs- 
ſequiouſnels to their Incogttaucy, Pre- 


ſumption; as SEPECE ——- Hao vitid uns 


tells us of divers Im- 
pertections of lyle, 
which being familiar 
toſome Qne, whoat 
that time: hath the 
Yogue for Elo- 
quence , are upon 


aliquis inducis , ſub 
quo tuns eloquentia eſt; 
cetcii imitantur,0f al- 
ter altcyi tradunt. Sit 
SH(Q{id pigente, am- 
putate Jentemtia , & 
verba ante exſpefatim 
eadintja , & obſcara 
Brevitas, fuere pro cul> 


kisScore, copy'dby "7. BP nt4 
his Imitators , and;by them Taughe 
to others: As, (fayes he) when Salluſf 


fourithed , - his Style made Maimed 
and Abrupt Sentences, words Suzpris 
zingly Miſyplac'd , and. an -Obſqure 


Brevity paſs for Ornaments ; ,and- ins 


deed, 'tis not uneafie for. any man..t9 


Oz obſerve. 


The 
fourth An- 
{wer to 
the eijzlvh 
Objcction. 
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obſerve, "the very Weeds of Cry d-up I 


R 


Rhetoricians , Cryd up for Flowers'of 
hetorick, . But having already wan- 
dred, perhaps , too farr in this Di- 
oreſfion » T ſhall now conclude it; 
though, ſince, tis for the Scripture, and 
with its Enemies that Iam contending, 
Tſhall venture todo it, with minding 
our Cardinal; and choſe that ſo Linder. 


value the Scripture's wayes of Expreſſi- 


on, in Compariſon of 7xlly's, becauſe 
his Books 'do ſo Regularly Expreſs the 
Rules of Eloquence ; that'risno Mar- 
vel - they ſhould find Cicero's Wri- 
tings to be ſo Conformable to their 
Layes of Art , Whilſt they frame 
thoſe Laws of Art out of his Wri- 
tings, + | 

"Bat, , Theophilus, I fear T have de- 
tain'd. You too long in a Digreſſion 
whereinto: :I-flipt but Occaſionally, 


'which. is fior ſo Neceſſary ro my pre- 


ſent Argument , but that I am content 
You ſhould lobk upon the Paradop as 
any thing rather than an Opinion or ' 
Reaſoning: wheteon 1 lay any Great 
ſtreſs.” OW 

Fn the fourth Place then ler me re- 
preſent to You';, Thar there are very 


Few, if any Books! in arhe World, that | 
hd ae |. 
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'#r© no more! Voluminous ,-in which 
there 1s greater Pleiſty of - Figurative. 
Expreſſions, than in the Bible, Thoug 
- | this may ſeem Strange , *tis no more 
» | than may be made Good by. more 
{ | than Come Hundreds of Inſtances 
- | there being few Tropes or Figures in 
> | Rhetorick, of which Numerous Ex- 
- | amples are not colle&ible out of the 
- | Expreſſions ' of Holy Writ, _ I -inſiſt 
» | not upon this, becauſe a bare Cata- 
\ | logue of the Rhetorical Paſſages 1 
- | conld enumerate , wonld too much 
ſwell an-Eflay'; and T aminform'd , 
that Task hath been already proſpe- 
roufly undertaken by Abler Pens, 
Wherefore, Iſhall now only ſay, that 
the;-Eloquence- of the Scripture hath - 
been highly Celebrated by no ſmall 
Number of Perſons, highly celebrated 
for Eloquence; and that many , who 
thought themſelves as Intelligent in 
Oratory , as thoſe that Cenſure the 
Scripture , haye ſuſpeRed. their own 
Eloquence of Inſufficiency ,”. worthily 
to-Excol that of the Propher Zſay; 
and ſome of them , (amongſt whom 1 
cannot but Name thatExcellent Prince 
_ of Mirandula , whom even the greateſt ,__ 6 4 
_ Rabbi ofthis Age, ſtyles the ama” ben Iſrael, | 
| O 3 0! | 
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of His Age ) who after having Unſaz | 

isfiedly Travell'd thorough all forts 
of Human Volumes , have Reſted and 
acquieſc'd only in theſe Divine Ones + 
which will not a little Recommend the 
Scriprure': fince we may apply to 
Books , what an Excellent Poer ſayes 
of Miſtrelſes, 


'Tis not that which Firſt we love, 
But What Dying we approve, 


-- Thit 've Expreſs the higheſt value 
of  Andindeed, the beſt Artiſts ma- 
king TwoParts of Oratory; The One - 
which &rififts in rhe Embelliſhinenrs 
of our Conceprions,and the Other that 
conſiſts *tn the Congruity of them to 
our Defien' and Method , and 'the 
ſuicable' 'Kecommodation of them to 
the various Circumſtances confidera- 
ble in the Matter, the Speaker, and the 
Hearers 5 this Latter is peculiarly and 
Inimitably practis'd in' the Scriptute 
and as Hock of the Former ( which'is 


not onely leſs confiderable , bur-is 
. changeable and unagreed of , as we 


have Newly ſeen) is made uſe of, as 
is requifite. to the Author's purpoſes; 
and te manifeſt that Delicacy . or 

| Smooth» |. 


| Smoothneſs , never 
- Property of his Style , bug becauſe in 


yo 29 FF» T7 Ae 


® 


ſome -Caſes' 1c would. be Incongruous 
to his Deſign, And whete theſe Yer- 
bal Ornaments areSpar'd, they are nor 
Miſs'd 5 for-as-there are ſome Bodies 
ſo Well ſhap'd and faſhion'd, that any 
Cloaths become them much better 
than the moſt fine and gracefull would 
do Ordinary -({ much more Crooked 
or Miſhapen.) Perſons + ſo there are 
Writings , whoſe Matter and Structure 
are ſuch, that the Plaineſt Language 


- Can ſcarce Miſl-become them ſo , as to 


hinder them from Eclipſing a Trifling 
or Ill-match'd Subje& , with the Spru- 
ceſt and Gaudieſt Expreſsions that can 
belavith'd on it, But the Truth is , 
that this Florid Eloquence is Great in 


many Texts, where tis not at all Cone 


ſpicuous , being Hidden in the Matters 
(as in Roſes of Diamonds, the Jews 
els oftentimes keep us from minding 
the Flower and the Enamel ) and ap- 
pears not Great, but becauſe *ris-nor 
the Greateſt, Some famous Writers 
haveChalleng'd Demoſthenes and Ci- 
cero , to compare with the Propher 
Eſay ; in whom they have not only Ad- 
mird that Lofty Strain which Artiſts 
Y "© 4 have 
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but even that Harmonious Diſpoſition: | C 


; 
and:/Sound-of Words ,” (I mean ini || þ 
their Original) which the.French pret-' || - 
tily:call,' £4:cadence des Periodes. "| 
Wherefore , Theophilus , whereas I || x 
haveformerlyacknowledg'd;thatthere- || x 
are ſome” Witty Men. that ſpeak very || : 
Diſreſpeatully of the Scripture;I hope Þ| ( 
that if You meet with anyſuch, You | | 
will conſider # Thar: it: has among the: | | 
Wits, 'as well Celebrators, and Ad- || : 
mirers ,. as. Diſregarders, - i And that || | 
You may think this Deſire of mine |} i 
themoreReaſonable, be pleas'd tocon- || 
ſider with me, Thar there are divers |} | 
things whichought to Leſſen the Au- |} 
thority ''of the Diſparagers of the 
Scripture, inthe caſe under Conſfide- 
ration,”: i; 3425; | 
. ., For firſt , how Few of them think 
You , are wont toRead itin its Origi»s 
nals, and how much Leſs a Numberis 
there of thoſe who both Know: and 
duly confider all thoſe Particulars-re- 
preſented in the paſt Diſcourſe on the 
behalf of the Seripture's Style £ S0 


that in a Great many Men of Parts, 
their Undervyaluation of the Scripture 
proceeds.not from their haying Great 


Wits | 


Dut ving”a 
Competent Information of- what- Catt 
bealledg'd for its Juſtification, ©. 55 
- But\'though we ſhould! ſuppoſe 
thoſe we ſpeak of not to. want Infor-" 
mation, .yetwe may well ſuppoſe mas 
ny of them 'not tobe freefrom Vanity 
and Envy, there ſcarce being any favte 
ſoincidentto great Wits ;'as: the Am- 
bition of being thought ſhllmore and 
more ſo, and the Unwillingneſs that 
any Compoſures but their Own,” or 
thoſe they have a Hand in:, ſhould be 
Celebrated : as if all Praiſes were In- 
jurious to them, that aregiven toany 
other, It need be no great -wondes 
then if ſoexcellent a. Book'asthe Scrip= 
ture, haveas well Enviers\, as Admi= 
rers: And if there bedivers-who Ca- 
vilat it , and ſeem to Undervalue it, 
' out of a'Criminal fondneſs of the '0- 
ver-ambition'd Title of 'aW7#, which 
they hope ito acquire by Unherding 
and Keeping out of the Road, and 
Owning their being able roSlight and 
Diſgrace that , which ſo many others 
 Reverence and:Venerate; 
_ »» But thirdly, It is ſufficiently Noto- 
rious, that of the Oppoſers of the 
$criprure, there is, a great part whoſe 
on "va 
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their Original) which the French pret- 
tily:call, £4:cadence des Periodes. 


Wherefore , Theophilus , whereas | 
haveformerlyacknowledg'd,that there 


are ſome: Witty Men that ſpeak very 


Diſteſpedttally of the Sctipture,I hope 
that if You meet with any-ſuch , You 
will confider-# Thar it has among the 


Wits, 'as well Celebrators, and Ad- 
mirets , . as. Diſregarders, - | And that 


You may think this Deſire of mine 


the moreReaſonable, be pleas'd tocon- 
ſider with me, That there are divers 
things whichought to Leſlen the Au- 
thority of the Diſparagers of the 
Scripture, in the caſe under Conſide- 
ration.'= 35.396 5. 3. | 

. For firſt ., how Few of them think 
You, are wont toReaditin its Origt- 
nals , and how much Leſs a Numberis 
there of thoſe who both Know and 
duly confider all thoſe Particulars:-re- 
preſented in the paſt Diſcourſe on the 
behalf of the Seripture's Style £ So 
that in a Great many Men of Patts , 
their Underyaluation of the Scripture 
proceeds.not from their haying Great 


have termid -the Sublime Charater 7 | \ 
but even that Harmonious Diſpoſition 
and'Sound. of Words ,” (T1 mean in: 


Wits, 
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* | Wics,© but from their 'nor having" 
| Competent Information of what: car 
be alledg'd for its Juſtification, - ©": 
- But: though we ſhould ſuppoſe 
thoſe we ſpeak of not to. want Infor-' 
mation, yet we may well ſuppoſe ma- 
ny of them not tobe freefrom Vanity 
and Envy, there ſcarce being any faultr 
ſoincident to great Wits ;'as-the Am- 
bition of being thouglit ſtillmore and 
more ſo, and the Unwillingneſs that 
any Compoſures but their Own, or: 
thoſe they have a Hand in;, ſhould be 
Celebrated : as if all Praifes were In- 
jurious to them, that aregiven toany 
other, It need be no great wondes 
then if ſoexcellent a Book asthe Scrip= 
ture, haveas well Enviers\, as Admt= 
rers: And if there bedivers who Ca- 
vilatit , and ſeem to Undervalue it, 
' out of a'Criminal fondneſs of the 0- 
ver-ambition'd Title of ami, which 
they hope to acquire by Unherding 
and Keeping out of the Road, and 
Owning their being able roSlight and 
Diſgrace that, which ſo many others 
Reverence and 'Venerate, | 

Bur thirdly , It is ſufficiently Noto- 
rious , that of the Oppoſers of the 
$cripture, there is, a great part whoſe 


Vanity | 


X 4 2 


John 3. 
39, 20. 
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Faults, are not their greateſt Crimes z 
but who live (o- Diflolutely and Scan- 


dalouſly, thattheSuſpition cannor bur || 


be obvious, that ſuch decry the Scrip= 


_ 


ture for fear of being Oblig'd ( atleaſt, 


for meer ſhame ) to live more confor- 
mably to ie, And that *twere no ſlan- 


der to affirm it to be their Intereſt; 


not theirReaſon, that makes them find 
faule with-a Book that finds: ſo much 
fault with: them $5  And-they who are 
ſenſible of the Truth of that of our 
Saviour,whkereftieſayes, That many lovt 
Darkneſs rather than Eight: , . becanſe 


' thtiy Deeds are Evill: andihat He that 


doth Evills hateth the Light, neither ct 
meth to the Light , left his Deeds ſhould 
bereprovid; will not be much mov'd to 
find Conſcious MalefaRors: find faulr 
with theStatute-Book ; but will rather 
look npon theſe Sinners Cenſuresof the 


Scripture , as Apologies they judge 


neceſſary-to Palliate their Sins ,-'or as 
Ads of Revenge, for their being ex- 
pos'd iin-all their Deformity to the 
Eyes of the World, and'of their own 
Conſciences , 'inthe Bible: and (con- 
ſequently) will be inclin'd to Think, 


that 'their: Irreligious Expreſgions do' 
vi rather | - 
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t | acher ſhew what they . would  haye 

5 | Men Believe of Them, than what they 

; | Believe of the Scripture, byſeemiog to 

- | Slight which, they hope to have thei 

- | Vices imputedrather to a Superiority 

; | of their Reaſon oyer that of others, 

« | than a Servitude of their Reaſon to 

| © © Here Ithought topaſs on toano- _ A long 

| | *ther Argument , But (to Expreſs my _ ; 


(ſelf inDavids Words) While 1 was Prophane- 
*Muſing, the fire burr'd ,, and my Zeal 5" 3 
«for the Scripture , together. with «© te © 
©the Charity it has taught me to Scripture! 
(Exerciſe ey'n towards its Oppoſers ; n lal. 39. 
*(uffers me-not:, with either Silence or 
*Lanquid Refentments ,,;to ſee. haw 

*much chat -Incomparable Book-lofes 

*of the -Opirtion 'of Leſs diſcerning 

*Men , upon the Account of their 
*Diſ-reſpets-» who are (ywhether 
*Deſerve#y or not, ) look dupon as 

*Wits. And therefore to whatT have 
*Repreſented to Invalidate the Au- 
*thority of thoſe Few Perſons ,, other- 
*wiſe Truly Witty , that Undervalue 
*the Scripture, I am oblig'd to add, 
©thatbeſides Them, thereisa Number 
*of- thoſe that flight the Scripture 
{who ate but Look'd upon as Wits, 
—_ 7. © without 
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©withour being ſuch Indeed: Nay} | 
<who many of them would not beſo [| 
*much as Miſtaken for-ſuch , but for 
©the Boldneſs they take to- Own 
*Slighting of theScripture ;-and to A- 
©buſe the Words of it , /to- Irrelivious 
*Senſes , and perhaps paſling- to the 
* Impudenee of Pervercing - Inſpir'd 

_ ©Expreſſions', 'to deliver Obſcene 
. *Thoughts, | But ro Knowing and Se- . 

 <rious Men, this Pravaricating with 
: *the Scripture will neicher + Diſcredit 
 *Tt, nor much Recommend the Pro- 
', ©phane Praviricator's For a-Books 
.- © being Capableof being fo Miſ-us'd, 
*is' too Unayoidable to be'a Diſpa- 
F#agement'to it, Nor will any Intel- 
©Heent Reader Undervalue-the char- 
* ming -Poecins- of -Yirgit' or /of Ovid, 
©becauſe by Shuffling' and Diſguiſing 
the Expreſsions, ſome:PFrench Wrii- 
*'ters have of Late been-pleas'd out 
© of Rare Pieces to Compoſe whole 
©Books of what they call, :Yers Bur- 
© Jeſques-, '\'Defign'd« by their Ridicu- 
*Jouſneſs to make their Readers Sport; 
**And- on the Other. fide., ''to. Abuſe 
* Diſmember'd:'/ Words and : Paſſages. 
* of any-Anthor ro Meanings hene're 
* Dream'd of ;is a Thingſo Eaſe, that 
edn _ *almoſ 


\ | almoſt 
\.* ro Talk at that Prophane Race , that 


| 
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any 'Man 


may have the Wit 


© will but allow himſelf the Sawci- 


*neſs to do ſo, And.indeed Experi- 
ence ſhows, that if- this Vice it ſelf- 


© do not make: its Pratifers ſuſpected 
< of the being Neceſsitous of the Qua- 
*lity they pur it on to be thought Ma- 


_ *ſtersof, yer at leaſt Perſons Intelli- 


© gent, and Pious, ' will not beapt to 
* Value any Diſcourſe as truly Wit- 
©ty,that cannot Pleaſe the Fancy with- 


'<ourt Offending the Conſcience, and 


will never Admire his Plenty that 
* cannot make anEntertainment, with- 
* out Furniſhing out the Table with 
*Unclean Meats: and Conſidering Per- 
<fons will ſcarce think it a Demonſtra- 


*cion of a Mans being a Wit, that 


Che will Yenture to be Damn'd to 
*be Thought one. And: that which 
* Aggravates theſe Men's Prophane- 
*nels , ' and leaves them Excuſeleſs 
cinit, is, that there are Few of theſe 
© Fools,” ( for ſo the Wiſe-man calls 


| *them that Make a Mock of Sinn: ) 


*that have ſaid in their Hearts that 
© there is #0 God; or that the Scripture 
is not his Word, Their Diſ-reſpect 


'*20 the Scripture ſpringing from their 
oe RY ©Vanity 
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* Vanity, not their Incredulity, They: 
F fe Singularity,for want of any thi 
© elſe than is Singular: and finding in 
© themſelves Strong Deſires of Con- 
* ſpicuouſneſs, with ſmall Abilities to 
© Artain it , they are Reſoly'd with 


©to be Talk'd of for having done fo, 
*ro Acquire that Confiderableneſs by 
* their Sactilege, which they muſt De- 
© ſpair of from their Parts, And in- 
© deed there want not many who have 
*ſo Little Wit , as to Cry up all this 
© ſort of People for Great Wits. And 
© as Withees , whilſt they are ſound 
© grow Unregarded Trees ; but when 
* they once are Rotten, Shine in the 
* Night : ſo many of theſe Pretenders, 
© whilſt they were not very Prophane, 
©were (and that juſtly ) eſteemed 
© very Dull ; but now that their Pats 
*are abſolutely Corrupted and Per- 
© verted; they grow Conſpicuous, only 
© becauſe they are grown Depray'd. 
© And I ſhall make bold to continne 
© che Compariſon alittlefurther , and 
© Obſerve, that as.this Rotten Wood 
© Shines but in the Night ; ſo manyof 
© theſe Pretenders paſs for Wits but 
© amongſt them that are not Truly fo. 
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feafily Diftingnith berwixr:that which 


Exacs the Title of Wit from our 


Judgments, and that which bur 'Ap- 
f pears ſuch'to our Corruptions, And 
*how often the Difcourſe we Cen- 
(ſure is of the Latter ſort”, they need 
{not be Inform'd that have Obſerv'd, 
*how Many will Talk very Accepta- 
"bly in Derogation of Religion, whom 
*ypon other Subjects, their Partialleſt 


Friends acknowledge'very Dall; and 


who are taken Notice of for Perfons 
'that ſeldome ſay any thing Well, 
"but what *tis Ill to ſay, And Que- 
\ſtionlels there is no Small Number 
'of theſe Scorners, whoſe Cenfures 
'of the Scriptures Style are little leſs 
*Guilty: of Preſumption' than Pro- 
'fanenefs, TI have of late Years met 
with Divers ſach Vain Pretenders, 
"who bluſh not to Talk of Rhetorick 


*'more Magiſterially than 4r;/ftorle or 


*Tully would ; and ſupercilioufly to 
\Deride , in Compariſon- of 'theuwr 
own Writings and their's- who 
* Write like chem , not the Bible only, 
*bur the Moſt Yenerated Authors of 
*Antiquiry'; and , to uſe Aſaph's 


"Words; "They ſpeak Doftily , they fet Pi. 73. 
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£ their Month againſt the Heavens , agl | 
© their Tongue walketh thorow the Earth; | 
© they ſpeak Arrogantly and Cenſori- | 
© ouſly both af-God and Men ; whilſt 
© themſelves oftentimes Underſtand ng 
© Tongue but their Mother's ; and are 
© Strangers enough to Rhetorick, nor 
ro know the Difference betwixc a 
*©Trope and a Figure, betwixt aPro- 
© ſopopaea and a Metaphore,, or be- 
* ewixt a Climax and a Metonymy, 
© Nor is our Wonder like to ceaſe, to 
© find theſe Tranſcendent Wits, (a 
©they arepleas'd to think themſelves,) 
© ſo Underyalue the Scripture,by Cox 
* {idering the Rare Compoſures they 
© Deſpiſe it for : theſe being Common: 
 ©ly no other than ſome Drunken Song 
*or Paltry Epigram ; ſome Fawning 
© Love-letter, or ſome ſuch other flaſhy 
© Trifle, that doth much more argue: 
© Depreſs'd Soul, than an Elevated 
© Fancy, + Some of theſe Gallants by 
© their Tavern-Songs ,. uſe the Muſes 
©like Anchoyees , only to Entice Men 
to, Drink': Another with more S0- 
| ©lemanity ;and -Applauſe ; makes the | 

* Muſes. (what the French: call) the | - 
© Confidents .of his -Amours:, Pro- 
* ſtiruces his-Wit:to-Evince and Only 

hy © - . rate 


71 | £-brate the Defeat of his Reaſon, and 
hs | © never conſidering how apt Self-Love. 


W 


© makes usto Magnifie any thing that 
*Magnifies us, is Proud to have Wir 
* aſcrib d him by as Brib'd as Incom- 
*petent Judges of ity and takes it tor 
* as High a Proof as Deſirable a Fruir 
*of Eloquegce, to Perſwade a Yain 
CMiſtreſs that She is Handſome and 
© Ador'd, to whom t'were Eloquence 
©indeed to be able to perſwade the 
* Contrary, Divers of the Jews are 
* wont to Mention the Names of De- 
*ceaſed Sinners , with that Brand ta- 
* ken out of the Proverbs, May the 
* Name of the Wicked Rot ; but as the 
*filthieſt Swine after their Death are 
* Salted, and the Gammons made of 


*their Fleſh, are ſerv'd-in , all Stuck 
_ * with Bays; ſo; Divers that have 


*Liv'd Ngtorious Epicures, havetoo 
* often after their Death, not only their 
Naines Salted (not to ſay Embalm'd) 
*with flattering . Epitaphs, and (I 


_ * with, ſeldomer, as flattering) Funeral 


* Sermons z but have their Drunken 
© or Luſtfull Rimes Extoll'd with ſuch 


\*Elogies by their ſurviving Reſem- 


* blers, that nor only Good Chriſtians 
© but Good Poets cannot but Grieve 
Þ * an 


© and Bluſh; thus ro 
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ſee Bayes, that 

* ſhould be Appropriated tro, and 
*Crown that Heavinly Gift caJl'd 
Poetry, When Mindfull of its Dig- 
. © nity and Extraction, it Endears to us 
*by our Fanſites, Truths that ſhould 
© have an Influence on our Aﬀections, 
© (by cloathing Excellent Thoughts in 
© Suitable and Winning Dreſſes). Pro- 
©ſtituted and Degraded to make 
© Wreaths for thoſe, who have ho 
< better Title to them, than a few Sen- 
*\ual Rimes, where the Diates of 
©Horace are as little Conform'd to, as 
© the Example of David; and the 
© Laws of the Art, little leſs Violated 
©*than thoſe of Religion, "Tis pleaſant 
*to Obſerve in how many of ſuch 
© Copies of Verſes, the Themes ap- 
*pear to haye been made tothe Con- 
*ccits, not the Conceits for the 
* Themes, how often the Words are 
*nor {o Properly the Cloaths of the 
* Matter, as the Matter the Stuffing of 
*the Words, how frequently Sub- 
_ <©lime Non-fenſe paſtes for Sublime 
. *Witz. and (though, according to 
©*my Notion of it, that isindeed True 
*Wit, which *ris more eafte to Un- 
©derſtand, than 'tis not to Admire it,) | 
ps © how 


Show commonly Confuſ'd Norions, 
and Abortive- or Unlick'd Con- 
Fceptions are in Exotick Language, ot 
© Ambiguous Expreſſions, expoſ'd to 

the Uncertain Adoption of the Cour- 

Fteons Reader ; which the Writers are 
©emboldned to expect Favourable, by 
<finding Men once Thought (whethet 
© defervedly or otherwiſe ) Lofty 
© Wits, to have ſo often the luck of 

«Parrots, and of thoſe that Talk in 

*their ſleep, who are not feldome Un- 

© derftood by others, when they do 
© not Underſtand themſelves, And ve- 
ory much of Kin ro their Verſes is 
 Etheir Proſe. For though I am fat 
e from denying that thoſe that have 
(ſtore of Wit, may expteſs 'Some of 
*it in an Addreſs to a Great Man, ot 
fin Writing to a Miſtreſs ; yer as 
for ſuch Prophane Perſons I am now 
<ſpeaking of , who rather would be 
© Thought Wits, than are ſo,tis cafe 
©to diſcern, that very many of their 
£ almoſt as much' Flatret'd as Flatter- 
© ingLetters of Love andComplement, 
<*are buc Prologues to, and Paraphra- 

© ſes of the Subſcription (Your humble 
*Servant.) Though Loye be Unwer- 

 « fally thought ro make the Phanſie 
- P 3 © ſoar 


——- 


Tonfnrratforns tot chmnery 
C{oar, '( Lovers like ceel'd Pidgeong 
*flying the Higher for having been 
© Blinded) and though even-the Wiſet 
© obſerve,thart, like War which is wont 
©as well to Raiſe Soldiers of Fortune 
Cas to Ruine Men of Fortune, Love 
* warms and elevates: Leſſer Wits, 
* though it roo often Infatuate | the 
© Great ones : Yet a Witty Lady did 
*not ſcraple to ſay frequently , that 
*Give her but leave to: barr half a 
{core Words, ſuch as ſhe pleas'd to 
name, and ſhe would undertake 
©to Spoyl all the fine Letters of our 
©* Amorous Gallants, I applaud nor 
© the Severity of this Lady ; and think” 
© her Challenge relliſhes as much of 
© Vanity as Skill ; bur yer, to expreſs 
©the ſenſe of theſe few Words, [I 
© defire You ſhould think TI can Write 
<well, am a: Civil Perſon, and Your 
* humble Servant, ] being the Drifc 
© and Subſtance of moſt of theſe Cere- 
* monial Papers; theſe (oftentimes as 
.<Tedious::as Servile) Amplificators , - 
* with, all their Empty Multiplicity of 
© Fine words, do bur, like Market-peo- 
* ple; pay a Piece in Twenty Shillings, 
*In Wits not blef'd- with ſolid Rea- 


fon and ;Leaming, (that is, in moſt 
31 © ___ - fRea- 
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© Readers). Phanke being che'Predo« 


tf 


© minanr- Faculty, makes them reliſh 
| <©choſe. Writings Moſt where Fanſy un- 
* rivall'd reigns; And therefore,though 
<1 dare not fay. that .it requires no 
{Great Parts for thoſe tro Write high 
4 and Acceptable Complements, that 
_ * think nothing fir to be endeayour'd in 
* Complements ,. but. to make them 
© Acceptable by. making them High e- 
*nough 3 (Blattery and. Prophane- 
©neſs ſeeming. in; ſuch Compoſures 
© what Spots are-in Leopards , Ble- 
*miſhes -zhat made a-Grear, part of 
< cheir Beauty ) or for. a Flatterer to 
©perſwade thoſe Vain Perſons. that 
*will readily Believe a, man., even 
*when he doth not Believe himſelf: 
yet . (ure it gives -much. Latirude 
*and Liberty. to a, Writer, not to be 
© Oblig'd to Believe what heSayes, not 
* Say but what he thinks either Will be 
© or Ought to be believed, And truely, - 
© they that exerciſe their Pens on ei- 
fther ſort of Chemes (I mean thoſe thar 
© require only New or Pleafing Phan- 
* fies and Smooth Language; and thoſe 
* that require Learning and Knows- 
* ledge pertinently and handſomely ex- 
* preſt) do, I doubt, not fing it much 
P3 Flels 
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*lefs difficule for Writers ro Delight, 
© where they ptopoſe themſelves no 
© Higher end, and ſcruple ati nothing 
*they judge Conducive to that Inferior 
© one; than to Pleaſe, where ro Do (0 
©is but'a Subordinate End, which men 
allow not themſelves neither the uſe 
* of all proper means to attain ; nordo 
*T queſtion but ſuch Perſons find it 


 ©far more Eafie to write Acceptably 


© on Subjects, where they are not ty'd to 
* ſpeak either Reaſonor Truthzthan to 
© write Well on-a Theme where men 
*are Confin'd to write nothing but 
* whar-they judge Uſefull and whar 
*they- can 'make Good; as confide- 
© ring that they may be call'd ro Ac- 
* compt by Men for what they-pub- 
© liſh; if not by God, both for their 
© own "Time and that of their Rea- 
* ders. And indeed when T compare the 
* moſt Applanded* Trifles of theſe Un- 
© dervaluers of the Scripture Style,with 
*rhe Celebrating Diſcourſes of it ex- 
*rant in the Learned Writings of 
©St, Auſtin, St. Hierom, Tertullian La- 
© FFantins, Chryſoſtom, Mirandula and 0- 
* thers, whoſe penetrant and powerfull 
* Arguments defeat not God's Ene- 


© mies, as Samſon did the Philiſtines 


with 
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* with blunt and deſpicable Weapons) 
© but as E//as did with fire from Hea- 
* yen: and whoſe Apologetical Defen- 
*ces of the ſpiritual Fers{alem are glit- 
©rering and ſolid, as the Wall of the 
* Heavenly Hieruſalem is deſcrib'd to 


| ©beof Faſper, and the Foundations of 


Cthe Wall garniſhed with all manner 
* of Pretious ſtones : whenI compare, 
<I ſay, the Compoſures of our Frothy 
* Cenſurers with thoſe of the Sacred 
© Orators ; me thinks IT diſcern ſuch 
*1 Difference betwixrt them, as I have 


<obſerv'd betwixt thoſe juſtly admir'd 


{Statutes I have ſeen in the Capirto), 
*and the Larger ſort of Babys that we 
C find in theExchange: for the Former, 
© beſides their Vaſtneſs, are ſo recom- 
© mended by the Worth and Perma- 
©nency of their Matter, the Excel- 
©lency of the Workmanſhip, and the 
*Nobleneſs of what they repreſent, 
*that they are moſt priz'd by the Beft 
* Artiſts, and Time is not only unable 
fro Conſume them, but ſtill Encrea- 
* {es Men's value of them; whereas the 
© Latter arelittle Tnfles ſcarce welcom 
PÞ 4 <a. 


w-bone of an Afſe, nor as 
© Shamear with an Ox-goad, (. I mean 
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© Efteminate Dreſs, which will quick- 
* ly either be Sully'd or Worn out;and a 


© Faſhionablenels which within a ſhore 


<while- will perhaps be Ridiculous, 
© But (uppoſing at length, thatthe Pro- 


* phane Aſpirer ſhould be ſo lucky, or 


© fo Succeſsfull, (for Happy I cannot 
© think it) as toattain the fo Criminally 
* courted Notedneſs, yet will he have 
© no great cauſe to Boaſt the Purchaſe, 


y Bue/Children in Underſtand: | 
<ing, and Admir'd only for a Gawdy ' 
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* when he ſeriouſly confiders, That }| 


©the Devil, who ſeduces Other finners 


©like- Men, with , Carreng Coyn or 


* ſparkling Jewels : ( ſomething that 


© either Advantages their Intereſts, or 


© Delights their Senſes; ) hath envea- 


*oled him. likea Child, with a Whi- 
*ſtle; a Trifle that only pleaſes with 
*4 tranſtent and empty ſound and, 
* That Fame is a Bleſſing only in Re- 
©lation to the Qualities, -and the Per- 
© ſons that give it - ſince otherwiſe the 


© Tormented Prince of Devils himſelf ' 


*were as Happy as he is Miſerable;and 
 *Famouſneſs unattended with Endear- 
"ing Cauſes, is a Quality (a Undefira- 
F ble, that eyen Infamy and Folly can 
fconter it, As Moms is little leſs 
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| *ralk'dof than Homer 5 the Unjuſt P#+ 

| <a is. more-Famons than Ariſtides 

(che: Juſt ; and:Barabbas his Name is 
© fignally recorded in Scripture; where« 
* as the Penitent Thief is left unmen- 
©rion'd, Andſure the higheſt /Favors 
© that Applauſe can impart,and the Be- 
'| fing (though never ſoloudly;) cry'd 
| ©up for a Wit, will hardly fo repair 
*the Puniſhment of Prophaneneſs, bur 
*that it's wretched Sufferer will find 

* but Small Satisfaction in having his 
*Name Celebrated in other Books , 
*whilſt it is Blotred out of that of 
Lite, Andas for thoſe ( you know 
*who I mean) that aſpiring -to Poſt- 
<©hume Glory , endeavour-to'- acquire 
*it by Irreligious Writings, deftina- 
*red not to ſee the Light till their Au- 
*thors be gone to the Region of Dark- 
* neſs; I cannot but admire to ſee an 
*Ambition that projets beyond the 
©Grave, ſtep ſhort of Heaven: and 
cannot but - think thoſe VVits the 
* Greateſt Fools, who to tempt Praiſes 
* they ſhall never Hear, provide them- 
*ſelves Torments that they ſhall ever 
*feel. For though Prophaneneſs bythoſe 
Frhat are guilty of it be too often 
- frhopght but a Small fio, becauſe they 
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look _ ne, yet 
© I could eafily repreſent-it under ano- 
© ther Notion, if I would here Re- 


' ©peat what I have Diſcourſ'd rouch- 


* ing Indulgence to Reputedly Small 
© and Verbal Sins in another Paper, 
©from which, though I will not now 
*rranfcribe any thing, yer I cannor 
© but wiſh it were well confider'd 
how Afﬀeronting Speeches concerning 
© God's Word are like to'be look'd up- 
Con in that Great Day, when (to bor- 
*row St. Fude's terms) The Lord ſhil 
* come with ten thouſands of his 
© Saints , to execute Fndgment ufty 
© all, and to convince all that are 


© Ungodly amone them (not only ) if 
-© all their Ungodly Deeds which thi 


C have Ungodly Committed; (but) l- 


£ ſo of all their hard Speeches which 


© Unesdly Sinners have ſpoken again 

. hi. "And indeed js » Ee 
© Peccadillos, though oftentimes in 
© Health and Proſperity they appear 
*not to us to blemiſh much our Con- 
* ſciences, yet when in our Diſtreſles, 
©orat the Approaches of Death God 
© comes , as the Prophet ſpeaks, to 
© ſearch Men's Hearts as it were with 


*Candles , and puniſh the Men that 
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© axe ſetled won their Lee's" ( which 
© whileſt' a Liquor is', it may look 
Clear , and be taken for” Defeca- 
| *ted, bur a licele Agication of 'the 
| | © Veſſel firait makes” it Troubled 'and 
| | © Muddy)'they appear in a Terrifying 
' | © form. For as Paper. 'wtitten upon 
| < with Juyte of ' Lemons, may wear 
| ©White (the Livery of Innocence ) 
| <whileſt *ris kept from rhe Fire; but 
* being Held to it, Black Lines do'pre- 
* ſently appear : ſo our of many Con- 
*{ciences that ſeem Clear in Proſpert- 
*ty, the Fire of! Adverſity draws out 
* the Latent Blacknefſes, and makes us 
read things Undiſcern'd there before, 
© And Queſtionle(s, Tf, as the' Scrip- 
©ture informs us, there-ars Sins whoſe G:n.18.21, 
 ©Cryis able toreach Heaven; ſo Loud , 
fa Crime as the Prophaneneſs Tam 
*now ſpeaking of, is likely ro domore 
- *than Whiſper there; eſpecially fince 
*it is muchto be fear'd, that many of 
* theſe Sroffers(as they ſeem to becalFd 
*inthe Scripture (2 Per.2.3, and Fude 4 
©yerſ.17,18.)which they bear Witneſs 
' © To, by Cavilling At 1t) do Rebel a- 
Cgainſt the Light, and Kick acainff the - 
©pricks of their own Conſciences; ſuch 
**a crime, 1 ſay, will 'be ſo far from 
|. *Whiſpering in Heaven, that. it will 
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*Longer they are-m-Falling 0a men, 
* the more Fatally they Oppreſs chem; 
Rev.r.xs, © in which regard perhaps, the Feer of 
© our-Saviourin the Apocalypſe are de- 
E(cribed to be like unto Fine Braſs; as 


*nace; to intimate; that though he be 
| *xyery Slow in his march to Deſtroy the 
*Wicked, yet he is as Sure, when once 
© he pleaſes totread them under foot, 
*eo. Cruſh and Conſume them, - If 
© there be no Injury that more, Exaſpe- 


© which offends | DireQly . and Imme- 
© diately ( the Aﬀeronters thereby pro- 
*claiming that they are neicher A- 
©ſham'd nor Afraid of Angering) how 


© which makes God the Subje& ef onr 


© cuition, as to abuſe that Word, which 

© be ſoſolemnly declar'd his Mind by 

-* to Mankind: Plytarch,to Manifeſt how 

*”.  <©much ſome Idolaters did more In- 
© cenſe the Deity than ſome Atheiſts, 
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*rather give an Alarm that will rowzs 
©up'provoked Juſtice z whoſe Infligi-. 
© ons, like Stones: tumbled down from 
©the Towers of an Aſſfaulted:Place,the. 


fif'they burned, or glowed 1n a Fur-- 


©rates than Contempt s' nor no Con- 
©cempt that: more Provokes than thar 


© Provoking may we think that Crime' 


©Derifion; and that with ſo Little Cir-- 
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-rells ys, he ſhould eſteem himſelf Leſs [© 
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injur'd by the Man that ſhould Doubt 
©or Deny that there was ever any ſuch 
*Man as Plutarch ; than by him that 
©hould Afﬀrm that there was ſuch a 
one indeed, but that he was an Old 
© Fellow, that us'd, like the Poets 
(Saturn, to Devour his Children ; and 
was, guilty of thoſe other | Crimes 
*imputed by the Heathen to their 
©Gods, 'Upon. a like Acconnt we may 
eſteem God Leſs Provok'd by their 
©Unbelief that doubt or reje&t the 
*Scripture, than by .their Prophane- 
*neſs that make fo Sacrilegiouſly bold 
*with it; firice the Latter impute to 
*God the Enditing of what they en- 
*deavour to' make men. think firt.to 
*Þaye Sport made with it, This of 
*Prophaneneſs is ſo Empty and Un- 
©*profitable.a' Sin, that 1t ſcarce gets 
*the Practjſer any thing bur an Ill. 
*Name amongſt Good Men upon 
*Earth, and a Worſe Place amongſt. 
*Bad Men in Hell; by making his En- 
*mity to Piety fo Malicions and fo. 
? Difinreteſted: that he will endeavour 
"to do Religion Harm, though ic 
*e to do Himſelf no good, He is 
"ſuch a Volunteer Sinner, that he hath 
*neither the Wit nor the Excuſe of 
*declining his Conſgence in Comple- 


< 


aft > 


Weds” as Tu SPP SK a. ad re SR, A DE =P 4 IF 
A + > by - ”l - 
S ibid EM \ \ E-2 


Rom. 14, 
I5. 


#1 THY PAY T7 is 4 4 
z' q « & '& 1 ; 
A 


. 
* 


d thobh 


© ment to his Senſes : and though h 
«ever makes bur an Ill Bargain, that 


6 gets In Hell too Boot j yet choſe T 


*would Reclaim, come far ſhort of 


©the Comparative Wiſdom of their 


© Folly, who to gain So Confiderable 
© ( though yet over-purchas*d)a Poſleſ- 
©fton as the Whole World , ſhould 
art with their own Souls, And 
ure a Sin that is Injurious to God's 
*Glory, and is apt to Subvert ( what 
*He and Good Men Prize nexc,) the 
© dearly purchas'd; immortal, and in- 
*paluable Souls of Men; and to De- 
*ſfroy them for whom Chriſt Dyed; 
* will not by being Verbal be Prote- 
*Red from . being Hainous : and to 
©*choſe thatPradtiſe it, IT ſhall recom- 
© mend the Latter half of the Epiſtle of 
© Fude ; which though it ſeem Propet- 
©ly to relate co the Gnoſticks, or Car- 
© pocrations of his Time, will deſerve a 
©crembling Attention from thoſe that 
© revive the ſins there Condemned , 
*!n Oursz and who would do well by 


= 
F 


« Seaſonably conſidering the Fate there 


*threatned to their Predeceſlors, to 
©Tremble. at cheir Crime, Burt for 
© Fear of Loſing it, I ſhall not ſpend 


* more Time in endeayouring to Diſa- | 
© bufe our Scorners 3 whom I ſhould || 


gh he 
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|*have left ro the Quiet Enjoyment 
*of their unenvi'd Self- admiration 


<had not their Deſpizing the Scripture 


©qpon a Preſumption of their- own 
Matchleſs Wit, (like Feroboar that 
*forſook that Incomparable Srrucure, 
*the Temple, where God did fo Glo= 
'rionfly and Peculiarly Manifeſt him- 
{ſelf ro Menz to Worſhip Calves of 
this own making, 1 Kine: 12, 28,32.) 
(Engag'd me, in Conformity to the 
'YVide-man's Counſel in ſuch Caſes, 
'to Anſwer the Fool according to his 
' Folly, leſt he be Wiſe in his own Cop- 
'ceit - for my Reproofs are addreſt to 
*thoſe calld VVits, but as: they are 
\ | *Traducers or Undervalgers of the 
*Seripture 5 not as they [either Pre- 
*rend to, or Enjoy, a Quality, which I 
'have the Juſtice to Eſteem , though 
not the Happineſs ro Poſſeſs: and 
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Proverbs, 
26, Fe 


*which my Value for Ir, and my Cha- 


, | *rity for Men, makes me Troubled to 
_ | ffee Arrogarted by many that VVant 
- | fit; and by too many that Have it, 
» | © Proftirnted to Gratifie other People's 
> | © Pride,or theirown Luſts, How much 
- | *happier were it for Perfons of Choice 
| | Parts to employ them,as Be=aleel an 
C * Fi y# | . : $ - 
- | © Aholiab did Theirs, in working for 
| 


|; the Sanctuary: in Aﬀerting and Em- 


An Ap- 

ndix to 
the former 
Digrefſ1- 
en, inviting 
one ſort of 
Witty men 
to make.,a- 
mends for 
the Pro-- 
phanene(ſs. 
OI alOtnNete _- 
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© will not alone deſerve the Skilfulleft 
© Hand; but though ic reje@ not Goatr's 
© hair, and- colour'd Badger's skins, will 
* admit .not onely - Purple and Fine 


© Twined Linnen,but Gold , Silver, and 
©precious ſtones : the richeſt orna- 
* ments that Learning and Eloquence 


*can Grace Theology with, being not 


© onely Merited by that Heavenly ſub- | 
© jeR, but.being Applicable to ir, as 


*much to their Own Advantage as to 
©that of their Theme, We fee hoy 
* Ambitious men are- to leave a Good 
©Name behind them, and appear in the 


Habit of Virttie to their Own and 


*After times, Witneſs ' the Arti- 
*fices and Hypocrifie men generally 


© Veyl,or Diſguize their Sins with; and 
© the Flattering Epitaphs, with which 


©ſo many Vitious Perſons endeayour 
*©ro conveigh themſelyes to the Good 
© opinion of poſterity, Now they that 
*xwrice piouſly as well as handſomly, 
* have _ advantage of getting them- 
© {elves the Reputation as well of -vit- 


'©tyous as of able men, and beſides 
©that Double Recompence may expe&t 
©a third, (Tranſcending both) in Hea- 


* yen, -where they that (in. the True 


 *Scripre ſenſe) be Wiſe, ſhall ſhive «s | 
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and her Gold which they prepared 


* they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, = 
* as the Stars for ever and ever, Tis *= 
* the general Complaint and. Grief of 75; 
* Perſons truly Zealous , that there * 5 
* are many. more Wits and: Grandees © 
* now-adayes, who, by Peryerting - 
* God! 5 Gifts to the Service of Idols 
* (of Pride or. Pleaſure) of their own 
' ſetting up , reſemble the Degenerate S— 
* Fewiſh Church, of whom God com- == 
- plains by Hoſea, that ſhe did wot kyuow Mo. 2. % _.. 
that He gave 65 the Corn and Wine © 
* and Oyl , and multiplyed her. Silver _ 


* for Baal; than that, (by an-kumble* _. 
Dedication of their Choiceſt Abili- ' 
ties to God's ſervice ): imitate holy. 0 
' David and his Princes.z who having 
' Conſecrared their Gold and. Silver 
*and Precious ſtones, towards the E-n- 
[Tiching and Embelliſhing of the Tem- 

* ple 5 Perfum'd that Vaſt Offering 
with this Acknowledgment to God z 
All things come of thee | and thine 
own hawe we giventhee. But thongh 


1 Ch:ons 
2 9. 


Verl. I4; 


now I know divers Great Perſons 
and Great Wits amongſt us, who, ve- | 


ty unmindful of that Text 6 "What haft 


« thou that thou didft not receive , like 
L thoſe 


T Cor. &+ 


fe 


_ 


N icholo 
Macchia- 
- wells, ncl 
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-- Principe, 
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© thoſe Ungratefull Clouds that Ob- 
* \curethe Sun that Rais'd them , Op- 
* poſe the Glory of that God who Ele- 
© yated them to that Height ; yer I do 
© not abſolutely Deſpair, that as Gud 
© hath been pleas'd to make uſe of ſe- 
© yveral Royal Pens for the Tracing of 
© his Word , and to make a Perſon 
© Learned in all the Wiſdome of the 
* Egyptians, his Firſt Secretary : ſo he 
© will one day engage both the Gran- 
© dees and the Wits to ſtrive to Ex- 
© piate by their Devotion and Service 
*co the Scripture , the Injuries that Ir- 
* religions Parts and Greatneſs haye 
© done it, I willnot tell you Theophilus, 
© that an Early Study of Religion would 
© gain toits Party , moſt of thoſe ma- 
*ny Wits that will be ſure to con- 
*rend for what ever Opinion is expreſ- 
ſed by the Wittieſt things they can 
*{ay, But Iwlilltell you , thac a patr- 
*ricular Conſideration that makes me 
*with to ſee Witty Writers more 
* generally employ their Pens on the 
© behalf of Religion, is, that the Ser- 


© vices they do it, Endear it to them: for 


© as Macchiavel ſmartly obſerves,and as 
* the Love of Parents and Nurſes to 
*Chuldren may Evinces La natura de 
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* fictt che eſſe fanns , come per quelli che 
*efsi ricevono, It is Natural to Men, 
ro be as well Engag'd by the, Kind- 


*ceive, And for the Encouragement 
"of the Poſſeſfors of Grear Parts to 
*Employ them on Religious Themes , 
*fuch as the Holy Scripture 5 I ſhall 
"Repreſent to them,thar eyen that Im- 
* mortality of Name which Worldly 
* Writers (forthe Moſt Part ) ſolely 
* Aim at 5 is not by Pions Writers 
Leſs Found for being Laſt Sought : 
*their Theme Contrats not their 
*Fame by a true Diminntion, but only 
*by Compariſon td a Greater Good: 
*their Looking upon their Own Glory 
*bnt.as an Accelſsion to God's', nor 
*Hindring Others from Praifing thac 
*Wit and Eloquence they Praiſe God 
*with ; as Beauty made ir ſelf Admi- 
*rers, though inVeſtals; and a Rare 
*Voice may Rayiſh us witha Pſalm ; 
*or as the Jewels that Adorn'd-it, 
"ſhone with their Wonted Lufter on 
* Aaron's Breaſt-Plate, Yes , 45s God- 
*lineſs is Profitable unto all things , ha- 
*ving Promiſe of the Life that now is, 
and of that which is to come ; and as the 
. — HEN «Hundred 
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* Hundred-fold now "in this time, (is 
«very Conliſtent with theZternal Life 
*in the World to come, So isitvey 
© Poſſible for the ſame Pious Writer to 
* have his Name Written, at'gnce in 
* both thoſe Immortal Books of Life 
*and Fame; and , ( like the Inſpir'd 
* Poet, Holy David, ) wear as well 
* Here-a Crown of Lawrel , as Here- 
, after 3 Thy dpagduT120 Ths ozus 54@4y0y 9 
* that Unfading Crown,of Glory Saint 
* Peter ſpeaks of, And though we are: 
©roo Generally now'a Dayes grown 
* ſo Sinful , that we Scarce Reliſh any 
© Compoſure that Endeavours to Re- 
* claim.,us from von ſo ; yet Leſs 
* Licencious. and More Diſcerning 
* Times, (which may be, perhaps, ap- 
© rroaching ) will Repair the Omiſh- 
© ons and Faſtidiouſneſs of the Pre- 
*(ent, by an Eminent Gratitude to 
© the Names of thoſe.,, that have La- 
© bour'd to. Tranſmit toothers, in the 
* HHandſomeſt Dreſs they Durſt give 
©them, the Truths themſelyes moſt 
©VYalu'd, AndI Obſerve;that though 


© Solomon himſelf , delivered ſo many 


© Thouſand Songs and Proverbs , and 


:* the Nature of. Beaſts, Birds, Rep- 


©tiles, and Fiſhes , together with tte 
—_—_ © Hiſtory. | - 


'Style oftheÞ.. Scripttires. 


* Lebanon , even tothe Hyſop that ſprin- 
*geth out of the Wall: yer thoſe three 
. only Treatiſes, deſign'd Peculiarly 
. for the Inſtruion of the Church, 


* Survive their loſt Companions, And 


as Antiently the Manna which the 
' (raelites oathered to Employ in their 
© Domeſtick Utes , laſted not Unpu- 
*trifi'd above a Day or Two ; but 
" that which they Lay'd upin the San- 
- Quary to'Perpetuate or Secure God's 
* Glory, continu'd whole Ages Uncor- 
*rupted : ſo the Books Written to 
*ſerve our Private turns of Intereſt or 
"Fame, are oftentimes Short-liv'd , 
© when thoſe conſecrated to God's 
* Honour, are , for that End's ſake, 
©Youchſatf'd a Laſtingneſs and kept 
*from Periſhing, - And thoſe many 
* Dull and Uneloquent Gloſles and 
* Expoſl tions of the Antient Jews , 
*that the Meric of their Theme hath 
- preſery'd tor flo many Ages , may 
- aſſure us, that the Scripture doth of- 
*ten make their Names and Writings 
* that 1lluſtrate it, Partakers of its own 
* Prerogatiye of Immortality, Not to 
* Mention that (according to that of |, 
- the Pſalmiſt , 1 have more Vnderſtan-. 
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Hiſtory of Plants from the Cedar of 
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"ding than all my Teachers », becauſe 
- (15) thy Teſtimonies are my Medita- 
. tion ) ſuch an Employment of Parts 
. doth oftentimes Invite God to En- 
"creaſe them 3 as he that had Moſt 
| Mee, 35, © Talents committed to him, for Im- - 
p * proving them to his Lord's Service, 
John 2. to © was Truſted with More of them ; and 
Vogue nh <hewho employ'd ſome Few Cups of 
dufvely, © his Wine to Entertain our Saviour, 
* had whole Veſlels of his V Vater 
* turg'd into Better V Vine, Certainly, 
©Tranſcendent Wits., when once they 
* Addict Themſelves to Theological 
* Compoſures , Improve and Grace 
"© moſt  Excellently Themes fo ca- 
* pable of Being ſo Improv'd, They 
* need ſmall Time to Signalize their 
© Pens 3 for Poſleſsing already in a 
* Sublime Degree all the Requiſites 
* and Appropriates of Rare VVriters, 
*they need but Apply that Choice 
* Knowledge. and Charming - Elo- 
© quence to Divine Subjects, to handle 
bs *themto Admiration; as Hiram {uc- 
- 4 7- ©celsfully us'd the Skil he had Learn- 
&.  C<edinTyre, inthe Building and Ador- 
*ning of God's Temple; and Fephthah 
© Victoriouſly. Employ'd. the Military 
* Gallantry and Art that had mY 


M Ke; *him _ — the Land of 1 Tab, 
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'in Defending the Cauſe , and Defea- 
_ ting the Enemies of God, Of this 
- Truth che Primitive Times afford us 
' Numerous and Noble Inſtances ; 
* but eſpecially that Stupendious Wir 
- Saint Auſtin , (whom I dare Oppoſe, 
0 any of the Wits that have Dar'd to 
; oppoſe the Scripture”) the Produdti- 
" ons of whoſe Wit in his Ulnregene- 
' rate State, and after his Converſion 
'to the Catholick Faith and Piety, 
" oblige metro Reſemble him to Aaror's 
' Rod; (which ſuppoſing the Truth of 
* theit Opinion that think it tobe the 
"fame thar Moſes us'd ) whilſt ic was 
* Employ d abroad , did indeed for a 
* while work Wonders , that madeir 
- much Admird - but when once ir 
*came to be Laid up in the Taberna- 
*cle,unconfin'd to the uſnal Laws of 0- 
ther Plants, ir ſhot forth and afforded 
- permanent Fruit ina Night, Bur, 
"-Theophilus, to Recover my {ſelf ar 
* length from my Over-prolix Di- 
« oreffion , I muſt Remember , that 
* *twas ObjeRed , that as well Divers 
' Great Princes and Great States-men, 
as many Great Wits, Diſ-eſteem, or 
* at leaſt Negle&, the Scripture: And 
Q 4 © indeed 
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* yet it muſt not be Deny'd, that Not- 


© the Bible, there needs not much Ac- 
© quaintance with Great Men , to ſhow 
© many of them, that. though they 
© Deny not God to be the Author, 
© Deny* themſelves the Blefling of be. 
© ing Readers of it: ſome out of La- 
© zineſs, and others out of Pride: 
_ © both which Lurk under the Prerexc 
* of Multiplicity of Important Avoca- 
© tions, But fince , Your Quality , 
© Theephilys,and Station in the World, 
© may either make You Need to be 
© Arm'd againſt this Temptation , or 
* give you Opportunities to Aſſiſt thoſe 
© that are Endanger'd by it, give me 
© leave on this Occaſton to tell you, 
© That thoſe Grandees that pretend 
©'Want of Leiſure for their Neglect 
*of the Reading of the Scripture, 
*muſt be able to givea Rare Accounc 
C of all thePortions of their Tune, to 
*make thoſe Paſs for a Miſ-employ- 
*ment of it , «that are Lay'd our to- 
© wards the Purchaſe of a Happy Eter- 
*nity , which *tis not oyer-Modelt for 
© thoſe to expeRt from God , that 
* Grudge him the Rent of that Time , 


* of 


© withſtanding all the Prerogatives of | 
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"FP *of which: they are but his Tenants 
| <at Will, But to Manifeſt how un- 
| * likely this Pretence is to' paſs Cur- 
_ rent; I ſhall Repfeſent, that inthe 
* ſelf-ſame Chapter where God faſhi- 
* ons a King fir ro Govern his own 
* People; he enjoyns concerning the 
©Book of the Law , that- 7t ſhall be 
| ih him, and he ſhall Read therein 
* all the Dayes of his Life; which the 
Next Verſe intimates ſhall be chere- 
* by Prolonged : and indeed ic often 
* happens, that as Samvuel's Barren Mo- 
*ther for Lending one of her Chil- 
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Deut. 17. 
18, 19, 


vetl. 20, 


1 Fam. 2. 
20, 2 Io 


* dren freely unto the Lord, was Bleſt 


*with many others ; ſo the Dayes 
© Conſecrated toGod's Service, rather 
* Improve than Impoveriſh our Stock 
*of Time, Nay , the King was, (in 
*that Place of Deuterozomy) not onely 
* Oblig'd to Read the Law , bur to 
*Write it too : upon which Sub 
* ject, if I Miſ-remember not, the 
* Learned'ſt of the Rabbies tells us, 
*thatthe King (as indeed God uſually 
*Charges Eminence of - Place with 
©Eminence of Piery ) was Bound to 
* Write it out himſelf , and that , As 
 *King: for though before his Aſcen- 
* ding the Throne, as apy other _ 
ga | *lice, 


verl. 18, * + 


Rambamz 
or, Rabbi 
Moſes ben 
AMaimone 


Toſh. 1. 8, 


 flite, he had a Tranſcript.of his own | 


© and how Large a Portion of his Time 


© Writing z yet was there annext to 
©*the Acquiſt of the RegalSceprter , a 
©Duty of Copying. with the ſame 
© Hand that ſway'd it, To Foſbvab both 
*a General and a Judge; who was to 
*Wield the Swords, both of 4ſfres 
*and of Bellona : to Govern one Nu- 
*merous People and Conquer ſeven; 
*the Words of God are very Remar- 
* kable ; This Book of the Law ſhall not 
* Depart out of thy Mouth , but thou ſhalt 
* Meditate therein Day and Night , that 
© thouw-maiſt obſerve to do according to al 
© that is Written therein; for then thos 
* ſhalt make thy way Proſperons , and then 

" thow ſhalt have good Succeſs, David 
*was aShepherd , a Conqueror, and 
*aKing, and hadcertainly no Unfre- 
* quent DiſtraRtions , both Before he 
© came to the Crown, - (whilſt he liv'd 
*a Deſpis d Younger-Brother , an 
*Envy'd Courtier , a Diffident Fugi- 
* tive, and a Diſtruſted Captain ) and 

© After, whilſt he Wore, Loſt, and 
*Regain'd it: but how little the Time I 
*employ'd in-the Study of the Sctip- 
© ture prejudic'd his Secular Affairs , 
* his Story' and Succeſſes may atreſt ; 
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<cifully inform'd by Himſelf, 
© Beaok of Pſalms, 


©Honor ; and Equally Viforious in 
* Duels and in Battels, his Exploits 
*and his Conqueſts were Such , as 
*(Tranſcending thoſe in Romances 
*almoſt as much in-their Strangeneſs 
©as their Truth) needed an Infallible 
*Hiſtorian to Exa& a Belief , their 


*Greatneſs and their Number would 


diflwade : he added to his Regal 
©Crown of Gold , Two others (of 
Bayes and Lawrel) which his Suc- 
*ceſsfull Sword and Numetrons Pen , 
* Making him both a Conquerorand a 
Poet, Gain'd him from Vidory and 
*the Muſes : and yet for all this Great- 
*neſs and this Fame, and that Multi- 

©rudeof Diſtractions that ſtill Attends 
*them , the (then Extant ) Scripture 
*was ſo Unſeverdly his Study , and he 

*ſo.Duely Metch'd inhis Practice what 


**che Apoſtle Couples.in his Precept, 
© Diligence in. Buſineſs , and Fervency Rom, 13, 
* in Spirit , that 'tis not Eafie Fitlier 
| * toReſemblehim, than tothe Wing'd 
* Chernbims. in- the Old Tabernacle, 


© whom 


be Plen- | 
and fave 
*me the Tranſcribing much of the 
| He gather'd Bayes 
*both on Parnaſſus and in the Field of 
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©whom all the Gold and Jewels that 
* Glittered about them , and all the 
* Clouds of Incenſe Fum'd betore 
Dev. 25. ©them,conld never divert from a Fix'd 
1, 19322 Poſture towards the Ark of the Te- 
| * ftimony that Contain'd the Law , and 
*the Mercy-Seat that Repreſented 
*Chriſt, And indeed, *ris a Saying 
* Equally Antient and ' True , That 
© None ſhould know (things Better 
and) Better Things than Princes, 
© For their Virtues and their Vices par- 
* ticipate the Eminence and Authority 
* of their Condition ; and by an Tnflu- 
* ential Exemplarineſs , ſo Generally 
©Faſhion and Sway their Subjects , 
*chat as we find in Sacred Story that 
* the Jewes ſery'd God or Baal as their 
*Kings did ; ſo Prophane Hiſtory tells 
*us, that Rome was Wailike under 
© Romulus , Superſtitious under Numa, 
*and fo Succefſively Moulded into the 
* Diſpolitions of her Several Princes, 
* SybjeRs., all the, World over, being 
<apt to think Imitation a Part of the 
© Duty of Obedience : and being Ge- 
*nerally bur too Senſible of the Re- 
© quiiteneſs of their being Like their 
* Princeto the being Lik'd by Him ; A 
*State,like Ncbnehadnezzar's Myſteri- 
* OUS 
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I Value Propottionate to their Vici- 


nity tro that Nobleſt Part, . When *© 
© once Iſhall ſee ſuch. Monarchies and- 


* Common-wealths no Rarities; and 
ſee the Additedneſs of 'Princes to 
' the Study. of the Scripture,. Further 
*the Ulterior Accompliſhment of that 
(Part of it , which onee Promis'd Gods 
, People, that K3 ings ſhould be its Nur- 


We T4 Fathers » and their _ Queens its * 
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c cus Images , ſhould havethe Head of 
c * Gold; and the Inferior Members of 


Dan. 2. 
ny $2» 


wy 49 


* Nurſing Mothers ; I ſhall Expe& to' 


ſee the Golden Age elſewhere than* 


©/n Poets .Dreams. For-' I take nor 
© Abſoluteneſs ro be like- a Plague, 
*whoſe Almoſt boundleſs - Power'is 


©Confin'd ro Do Miſchief; but I. e-- 


*ſteem Soveraignty little leſs Appl 


*cable and Effequal ro Good 


*N:- 7: 41.48 and Conſtantine were. as * 
b * Great and Publick Bleſſings, as Nero* 


Or Caligula were Miſchiefs 5 and Vir- 


©tue on a Throne hath not a much 
*kſs Imperious Influence', than 


© Crowned Vice, And accordingly I 


* ſhall permit my Good Withes tor 


*Mankind to turn Expectations, when: 


<I ſhall generally ſee Soveraigns No- 
; .bly contend for as BreX a Superiority 
foyer 
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© over Each other by their Vertues, as 
* they poſſeſs over their Subjects by 
© their Fortune $5 when I ſhall ſee Po- 
© temtates make ufe of Mars's Sword , 
© but to Reſtrain others from Abuſing 
©it.z and Kings affe& their Reſem- 
© blance-to-God , lefs in his Unlimi- 
redneſs of Power than his Employ- 
©ment of it. But , to ſtep Back in- 
*tomy Way ,-and, leaving Princes to 
© fitter Monitors , ſay ſofnething. to 


- © Men of either Great Titles or Em- 


©ployments, There's none of rheſe 
©Pragmatical Perſons that will ſuffer 
*himſelf to be ſo Enflav'd to his Bu- 
© ſineſs, but he will allow himſelf Ser 
Times, and can Daily Find Leiſure 


© for Eating , Drinking , and other 


© Corporal 'RefeQions, and Frequent- 
*ly for Recreations; and Certainly, 
"if we Valr'd not our Bodies above 
© our Souls, we would, in ſpite of the 
* Urgency of Secular Aﬀairs and Em- 
* ployments, Reſerve and Set apart 
©Some Time to: Feed our Souls , with 
* their true Food, God's Word elſe 
© we ſhall neverbe Able to ſay of God 
*with Holy Fob 5 7 haveefteemed the 
© Words of his Mouth more than my Ne- 
© 6eſ[ary Food, I will not urge that _ 
C niel, 
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© viel, whoſe Vaſt Abilities had aRe- 
* ſembling Theater, and who Surpaſs'd 
© other States-men as. much in the 
* Number and Weight of the Aﬀairs 


* he had to Manage , as in the Excel- Dan. 6. 


*lent Spitit and Dexterity wherewith 
*he Manag'd them , amidſt TranſaQti- 
© ons thar Buſi'd Sixfcore Princes, who 
Loaded him with a Weight (of 
© Buſineſs ) capable to have Cruſh'd 
* Atlas , could yr find Leaſure to 
*Study the Prop 

twill be perhaps more. proper to 
*Mention , that even Macchiavel him- 
*{elf, that rxres and Reputed Ora- 
* cle of Statezconld find Time not Only 
*to Read but to Write Playes, (ſome 
© of which I have ſeen in Italian) ſuch 
*as I would not think Excellent , 
*chougha Perſon from whom ſo much 
* might be Expe&ted , hadnot Writ- 
*ten them, Let us not then Think our 
* Buſineſs or our Recreations a ſuffici- 
*ent Diſpenſation from an Employ- 
*ment, for which , were they Incon- 
* fiſtent, they ought Both to be De= 
*clin'd ; fince it is both more Con-: 
*cerning than the Firſt, and more Sariſ- 


| *fying than the Latrer, Bur that 


* which is often the True , though ſel- 
=p « dome 


et Feremy : becauſe Dan. s 31 
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is %4 p dnt Cauſe * theſe 
© Men's Negledt. of the Scripture , is 
© not- their Unleaſur'dneſs , bur. their 
© Pride 5 which makes them think it 
* too Mean and Trivial an Employ- 
* ment for one that is Great and Wiſe 
"enough to Counſel and Converſe 
©with. Princes , and have a Vote or 
* Hand in thoſe Great Enterprizes and 
- Tranſactions that make ſuch a Noiſe 
in the World , and are the. Loud 
« Theraes of the People's Talk and 
: - Wonder z to Amuſe themſelves to 
* Examine the Significations of Words 
"and. Phraſes, - For my part Fam no 
* Enemy to the Calling of States-men; 
*I think their Profeſſion as Requiſite as 


< others in a. Common- wealth and 
* ſhould think it very Injurious ro De- 


[Dy them any part of a Purchaſe they 
© pay their Care and Time for : nor 
* perhaps have I ſo little Study'd the 
- Improvements of Quiet, as to think 
"my ſelf Lefs Oblig'd than others are, 
* ro thoſe whoſe Watchings or Pro- 
* tection Aﬀords it or Secures it me.Buc 
" after all this is ſaid, I love to Look 
Upon che World with his Eyes that 
is juſtly ſaid to Humble himſelf (when 


Pia, 113. Che Vouchſates ) to behold i e things 


© that 
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© and to:take Meaſure of the Dimen- 
- *flons of Things by the Scale his 
© Word holds forth, Now in the 


 *Efteem of him that Hath made all 


© things for himſelf , and of whom his 
* Spirit by his Prophet truly ſayes, that 
*the Nations ' are as a Drop of a 
© Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 
_ © Duſt of the Ballance , Nay , that A 
© Nations before him ( are ) as Nethine, 
© and they are counted to him leſs than 
© Nothing and F anity 3 the Impottan- 
© reſt Employments are the-Study and 


* the Glory of God, He Created this, 


* Yaſt Fibrick of che World to ma- 
© nifeſt his Wiſdome , -Power ', and 
© Goodneſs ; and init Created Man, 
© that itmay have an-Incelligent Spe 
*Rator.,- and a Refident;whioſe Rario- 
*nal Admiation of ſo Divine a Stru- 
© ture, may Accrue to the Glory of 
*rhe Omniſcient and Almighty Ar- 


© chite&. And as he Creared the 


Cc World to manifeſt ſome-of his Az- 


© tributes, ſo'doth he Uphold and Go- 
Cyern it to. Diſcloſe others of them,” 


* The Reyolution of Monarchies, the 
© Fates of Princes , and Defſtinies of 
* Nations , are but Lllufijious Inſtan- 
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"Ces and Proclamations.of his Provi- 
dence, The whole Earth once Pe- 
*riſh'd by Water to Signalize his Ju- 
ſtice on his Enemies; and the whole 
'VVorld ſhall one Day Periſh by 
Fire to (Exerciſe that Former Attri- 
bute and ) Evidence his Goedneſs 
co his Children: for whom his Faith- 
fulneſs to his Promiſes will Oblige 
him to Build a Gloriouſer Manſion 
for ſuch Glorifty'd Refidents, The 
Angels, ſome of whom the Viſtons of 
Daniel Repreſent us at the Helm of 
Kingdomes and of Empires , and 
whoſe Power is ſo Great, that One of 
them could in One Night Deſtroy 4 
Force capable, if Divided, to have 
made half a Dozen Formidable Ar- 
-mies 3 theſe Glorious Spirits , I fay, 
whoſe Nature ſo Tranſcends ours , 
_ that, the very Devil can without the 
. Aﬀiſtance of Virtue, Deſpiſe the Ob- 


" jects of our Ambition by a Superiori- 
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w- _ty of Natare onely 5 for all their high 


c Prerogatives and - Employments , 

c think che Myſteries unfolded in Scrip- 

. ture , worthy their Bowing as well as 

. Deſire ro Look into : think not 

. themſeves too Eminent to be Mel- 

- ſengers and Heralds, of which Fond 
© RS © Morcals 
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© Mortals think themſelves tooEminent 
*to Read: and (being all Miniftring 
© Spirits ſent forth to Miniſter to them Hb. 1.145 
© pho ſhall be Heirs of Salvatiog 3 ) diſ- 
* dain not to think our InftruQion 
© worth their Concert, whileſt we diC- 
© dain a Concern for our Own Inſtru- 

<&ion; Nay, the very Meſſias, whoſe 
*Style 15 King of Kings and Lord of Rev:l. 17; 
© Lords , though he benot Recorded to *4: 
© have ever Read bur Onces did yet Luke 4: 
© Read theScripture ; and think it wor- 7:&6: 
© thy his Expoſitions and Recommend- 
*©ings and well may any think that 
< Book worth the Reading , that God 
© himſelf thought worth the Endicing, 
© When Moſes and Elzas left their 
© (Local not Real) Heaven, and Ap- 
© peared in Glory to Converſe with our 
© Transfigured Saviour on the Mount 
© their Diſcourſe was not of the Go- 
© yerntment of Kingdomes , or the Rai- 
* ſing of Armies for the Subverſion of 
© Empires ; or of thoſe other ſolemn 
- ©Trifles , which Heaven places 4s much 
* beneath -Meh's Thoughts '/as Reſi- 
© dencez but of '( the Inſpitd' Book's 


_ *Chief Theme) Xs Deteaſe whith he -Luke 9) || 
© ſhould accompliſh at Feiuſaltm, And 3" 
after that Sr, Paw! had been Caughc 
! 4 = 
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| © up to'the- Third: Heaven, and*had 
2 © been Bleft;; and Refin'd: with his In- 
© effable Entertainment'there; I won- 

*der not. to find him profeſs ſo re(o- 

* lutely, that He connteth all things 

Phil. 3. 8. .© but - loſs for the ExceBency of the 
* Knowledge of Chrift Feſus hs Lord; 
8 * in whom Faith cometh by Hearing,and 
Rom. 19+ © that Hearing , of theWord of God 3 and 
7* . © who addrefles Men to the Scriptures, 
© as thoſe which Teſtifie of him. And 
* perhaps onr Saviour us'd ſo frequent-. 
<ly to conclude his Divine Diſcour- 
© ſes , withthat-juſt Epiphonema , - Ze 
© that hath Ears t0 hear, let him hear, but 
* to Teach ys, that there is no Employ- 
© ment. of - our Faculties that more de- 
© ſerve their Utmoſt Attention,thanthe 
©Scrutiny . of - Divine. Truths, That 
© which 1s pretended to -by this Diſ- 
© courſe,is to. Impreſs this Truth, That 
© where God. iis allow'd to be an Intel- 
* ligent and Equal Valuer of Things, 
{© a Man cannot have ſo Great an Em- 
© ployment ;-as to give him Cauſe to 
© think-.the Study of the Scripture a 
.* Mean- one: / ſince , Thus ſaith the 
| Jen1923,.” Lord, Let motthe Wiſe-man Glory in his 
| *# + .* Wiſdomeg neither let the Mighty man 
© Glory in his Might, let not the Rich man 
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* Glory in his Riches * But let him that 
* Glorieth,, glory in this, that he Under- 
* tandeth and Knoweth me, - For lure; if ' 
©the Knowledge of, God be ſo Glori- 
* ous a thing. the Study of that Book 
© whence that Knowledge is Extracted, 
* and where tis moſt Refulgent, is not a 
© Deſpicable Employmene, Which ſure 
© (to-add That upon the By )'tis ſome- 
© what Injuriouſly Thought by thoſe, 
*who are ſo Induftrions and Proud 
*in Prophane Hiſtories and other Po- 
© litical Books to-Diſcover | ( or even- 
© Gueſs at) thoſe Intrigues , which 
* commonly bur tell us by what Craf- 
©ry Arts a: Knave Colen'd a Fool. 
© Nor (to mention this by the By )even 
© in Relation to his Own Profeſſion, is 
© the Scripture Unable ro-recompenſe 
© the Study of a Chriſtian Starteſ-man 
©for to omit the Eerhaps too) Extol- 
*ling Mention - Macchiqvel himſclf 
* makes of Moſes amongſt the Famou- 
* ſeſt Legiſlators ; the Hiſtorical part 
© of the Bible being endited by an Om- 
© niſcient and Unerring Spirit',  Jayes 
Ccleerly open the True and Genuine ' 
© Cauſes of the Eftabliſhmenr-, Flou-- 
©riſhing, and Vicifficudes of the Prin- 
©ces and Common-wealths it Relates 
+ R 3 the 
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*rhe Story of, Whereas other Hiſto- 

ries ( for Reaſons inſiſted on inother 
© Papers) are liable to Great Suſpitions 
Finthe Judgment of thoſe that Duely 
© ponder-the Several Narratives made 
* often of the ſame Tranſa@tion or E- 
©yent by Several Eye-witneſſes: and 


© that the crue Secret of Counſels is fo 


* Cloſely Lock'd up, or ſo Artificially 
© Diſguiſed', that to have Intereſt e- 
©nough to Diſcern (what Stateſ-men 
©Mind and Build on) the Truth and 
* Myſtery of Aﬀairs , one muſt be - 
© Biaſs'd and Engag'd enough to be 
©Shrewdly Tempted- to be a Partial 
©Relator of them, But, Theopilmus, I 
* perceive I have ſlip d to too Long a 
* Digreſsion 5 which yer I hope you 
© will Pardon as the Effe&t of an In- 
* diſcreet , perhaps, but however a 
©Great Concern for a Perſon, to whom 
© Nature, Edacation,and Fortune have 
© been ſo Indulgent , that I cannot but 


 *look upon his Condition as lyable to 


©the Temptations which either Parts 
© or Employments Singly , and much 
* more Both together, are wont to ex- 
© poſe men to, | 
You may remember, 7Theophilus,that 
among the Anſwers which Itold You 
| ey, might 


Style of theÞ. Scripture 
might be made to thoſe that Objeed 
againſt the Scripture , That it is ſo una- 
dorn'd, and ſo iff furniſh'd with Eloquent 
- Expreſsions,that "tis wont toprove Ineffi- 
cacions,efpecially uponIntelligent Readers, 
The fifth and laſt was this, That 'tis 
very far from being agreeable to F xpe- 
rience;that the Style of the Scripture does 
make it Unoperative upon the Generality 
of its Readers , if they be not Fanltily in- 
diſpos'd to receive Impreſsions from it, 

To make good this Reply , I muſt 
take Notice to You, that, that part.of 
che Oajedtion which intimates that In- 
telligeM Readers are not wont to be 
wrought upon by the Sctipture, has 
been in great part Anſwer'd- already ; 
For I have wk obſery'd to You, that 
as it may be granted, that ſome Witty 
Men , who have Read the Scripture , 
| have inſtead of Admiring it , Quat- 
relPd with it; ſo it cannot bedeny'd, 
that many Perſons as Eminent for Wit" 
as they . have upon Reading it Enter- 
tain'd a high Veneration for it, So that 
I ſee not why the Celebrations of thoſe 
Wits that Admire it, may not Coun- 
ter-ballance the Diſ-reſpects of thoſe 
that Cavilat ir, Eſpecially if we con- 
{1der, that as to moſt of thoſe that are 
R4 look'd 
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look'd upon as the Witty Diſregarders 
of the Scripture, ſcarce any thing ſo 
much , as the Vanity and Boldneſs of 
owning that they Diſregard it , makes 
them(butUndeſervedly )be Look'd up- 
on as Wits, | | | 
But to' this, I ſhallnow add , that 
whereas 'the- Objection ſpeaks of In- 
relligent Readers ; the greateſt Part of 
ſuch have nor that Quickneſs which is 
wont to. make Men paſs. for Wits, 
though they may. have other Abilities 
more Solid,and defirable : And yet that 
the -Bible has. a great Influence upon 
this Latter-ſort of Intelligent Bhaders, 
T preſume You will eaſily Believe , if 
You conſider how. many, Great Scho- 
lars , not onely Proteſs'd Divines, but 
others , -have by their Learned Com- 
ments and other Writings , endea: 
vour'd either to Tiluſtrate, or Recom- 
mend theScripture 3 and how much a 


Greater number of Underſtanding and: | 
- * SoberMen, that never Publiſh'd Books, 


have Evinc'd' the Scriptures Power: 
over them ;,” partly by their Sermons 
and other Diſcourſes, Publick and Pri- 
vate, and partly by endeayouring to 
Conform their-Lives to the Dictates 
of it: Which laſt Clauſe I add, be- 

5; 24 cauſe: 
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| cauſe: You* can ſcarce make a better 
Eſtimate of what Power .the Scripture 
has:upon Men,than by looking at what 
it, is able-to make them Part. with, 
For: not to Anticipate- what , we: ſhall 
ere long have. occaſion to mention, 
Let us but conſider what Numbets of 
Intelligent Perſons- almoſt every Age, 
without excepting our own, (as dege- 
erate as it is,) has produc'd, who have 
been Taught and Prevail'd with by the 
Scripture , and -Confiderations drawn 
thence,to Renounce all the greateſt fin- 
full Pleaſures, and Imbrace a Courſe of 
Life that oftentimes expoſes them to 
the greateſt Dangers ,; and very-fre- 
quently tone (mall Hardſhips; .. -- 
. And indeed there is ſcarce any ſort 
of Men on®which the Scripture has 
t had a Notable Influence; . as to the 
teforming and Improving many par- 
ticular Perſons, belonging tot ; and-to 
Þ\ the giving them an Aﬀectionate Ve- 
| \neration for the Book, whereunto they 
|: bwed their Inſtruction, The Accompts. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory gives. us of the 
Rate at which Devout Perſons; both 
in former and latter Ages ,. would Pur- 
chaſe the Bible, when irwas Danget- 
ous and perhaps Capital, to Pond: 
| poL- 
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poſſels'd of it , would ,if 
repeat them,much Confirm what I fay, 
and might equally Create our Wonder 
and our Bluſhes , Thoſe forts of pro- 
feſs'd Chriſtians that ſeem the moſt 
Evidently to belyable ro Temptations 
to Negle&,or Diſregard the Scripture, 
are either thoſe that Do, or would paſs 
_ for Wits, or thoſe that live in Courts: 
 TheFormer oftentimes thinking them- 
ſelves too Wiſe tobe Taught , eſpe- 
cially by a Book they think not Elo- 
quent, and among the Larter there be- 
ing but roo many whoſe Pleaſures are 
fo Bewitching,or ſo Dear to them, that 
they like nothing that would Diyert, 
much leſs Divorce them from 'ther 
Purſuit; or elſe whoſe-Bufineſs is ſo 
Much and perhaps ſo Imp#taat , that 
they have nor Leiſure enough to Learn, 
or have too much Pride to think they 
need doit: But yet ev'in among thole, 
that have worn Crowns either of Gold 
or Bays ;/ or (what perhaps ſome value 
above both) of Myrtle, the Bible has 
not wanted Votary's : -For not to re- 
peat the Names of thoſe whom I have 
tormerly mention'd. to have been as 
well Lovers of the Scripture, as Favo- 
rites of the Muſes, among the other 
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ours Saviours Terms) are Gorges 
Apparel d, Live Delicately , and are in 
Kings Courts, there have been Di- 
yers Perſons, upon whom the Power of 
the Scripture has been almoſt as Con- 
ſpicuaus, as their Station among men, 
Iwill not mention that Devout Trea- 
ſurer of the «£thropian Queen, who 
ev'n upontheHigh-way(whoſeLength 
neither Deterr'd nor Tir d his Devo- 
tion) could not forbear to read the. 
Prophet 7/aia% , and enquire ev'n ofa. 
Meer Stranger that paſs'd by Alone, 
and on Foor, the Meaning of a Paſ- 
ſage of whoſe Senſe he Doubted, Nor 
will I Urge any other Inſtances of 
Great men's Studiouſneſs of the Scrip-. 
ture, affordedus by Sacred Story: And 
therefore I ſhall not preſs the Exam- 
ple of that Great and Wiſe Danzed, 
whoſe Matchleſs Parts not only caſt 
upon him' the Higheſt Employment 
ofthe Worlds Monarchy , and Diſen» 
929*'d him from the Ruines of it - But 
(what has ſcarce a Preſident amongſt 
the very Wiſeſt Stateſ-men ) Conti- 
nu'd him in as much Greatneſs as ever 
he poſleſs'd under the mac" , 
| undcr 


ſort of Men , Thoſe that ( to ſpeak in; Luke - 
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ander the Succeſſor; and fuch a Snc- 


 ceffor to00..as made his' Predeceſlors 


Carkaſs the: Afcent to -his 'Throne , 
I will not 1 ſay at preſent Urge the Ex- 
amples Extant in the Sacred:Records of 
Great Mens Sthdiouſneſs of 'them, be. 
cauſe- ey'n Secular and more. Recent 
Hiſtories may inform us, that ev'n in 
Courts All mens Eyeshave-:not beenſo 
DazFd by theGlictering Vanities that 
are-:wont to:Abound there, "but rhat 
Some of them.have Diſcern'd, and Pra- 
ically: Acknowledged 'the\ Preroga- 
tives of.the'Scriprure, 'ThoughlT can- 


nor'ſay that Many Kings have'beenof | 


this Number; becauſe there haye been 
bur Few Kingsin all ; inreſpe& of the 
Numbers that 'compoſe- the: -Inferiour! 
Conditions of: Men , 'yet evin among; 
Theſe, and in Degenerate Ages,, ſome. 
have been.Signally ſtudious -of the Bi- 


ble; ſuch was thatfixth Zaward, who: 


Imitated theearly active Piety of Foaſh, 


_ without 'Imitating his Defe&ion from 


it; and whoſe Short Heavenly Life ma-: 
niteſt, how ſoon; ev'n amidſt the Temp- 
rations. of :Coutrs ;: Grace, can ripen 


Men for: Glory:; > and ſuch was that 


Learned- King! ,- whoſe haying more 


than 
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we, his ſolid Defence of' Divers or 
it's Truths againſt it's Miſ-interpre- 
ters have ſufficiently Proclaim'd to the 
World, : Nay , even in thoſe Darker 
times hat preceded the Reformation, 
that Excellent Aragonian King,4 Iphox- 


ſw,the Honour both of his Titleand his 


Times, in ſpite of his Contemplati- 
ons and his Wars , could, (as himſelf 
s'd to Glory) ſpare Time from Stu- 
dies and his Diſtractions, to read the 
| Bible. Forty times with Comments 
and Gloſles on it : being not for. all 
his Aſtronomy , ſo caken up with the 
Contemplation of Heaven, as to deny 
bituſelf leiſure co Study: in his-Book 
that made it the Wayes.. of getting 
thither, Nor ſhall I forbear to men- 
tion here,the Laſt Pope (Urban the 
eighth) who when being Cardinal, he 
wanted not the Hopes of becoming 
both Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Lord 
of that Proud City , which (as if ſhe 
were defign'd to beftill , one way or 
other , the World's Mitre). doth 
Riill rule little /leſs of the Warld up- 
enthe ſcore of Religion ,. than ſhe did 
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of Aﬀairs perhaps More DiſtraRting 
than busy'd moſt Potentates, and Hg. 
nours almoſt as Great as are pay'd t 
Monarchs , could find Room in a Head 
Crowded with Aﬀairs enough to haye 
Diſtteſs'd Macchiavel, for RefleQions 
upon the Scripture z ſome of whoſe 
Portions I have Delighted to read ih 
the handſom Paraphraſes of his Pious 
Muſe. Which I\cruple not to acknow 
ledge, becauſe that though I did, which 
Idonot, look upon every one that Dif- 
ſents frem me, as an Enemy ; yet! 
ſhould be apt co think that they can 
ſcarce Love Vertue enough, that Loye 
it not intheir very Enemies z congru- 
ouſly to which we find that Hannibd 


* had Statutes Erected in Rome it (elf: 


and though I were ſo Uncharitable and 
ſo Unexperienc'd as to think a Man 
that holds an Error can ſcarce have any 
Good Qualities , yet upon ſuch a kind 
of ſcore as that which made David fo 
Angry with him that rook away the 
Poor Man's Single Lamb, the Fewer 
Cotnmendable Quality's I ſee in my 
Adverſaries, the more Scruple I would 


make to Rob them of any way of 


them, Norkhath thatvery Sex thatſo 
often 


er you a. 


+ ths 


s A FRI ape <(-8Þ 9: - 224 re Ar. oe - we” + ae o R b EPL 
Ws i SW. 5 ol tw ; -— W If 14'S. ans 
i” 4 Ss, Y 4 pF - 
"" , # 4 ”& = Ka © 12 ; 3 af . : 
$ x % © + 6 4/5 51 $ F 1 i * 6 « 
4 W e A 


#* 


ofren makes Divertiſements it's Em- 


ployments, "been altogethe - barren in 


Titled Yoraries to the Scripture, Not 


to mention that Grecian Princeſs, 
whoſe Proſelyted Muſe made Homer 
eurn Evangeliſt; how Converſant that 
Excellent Mother and Reſembling 
Daughter, Pa#laand Buſtochium, wete 
inthe Sacred Roles, is ſcarce unknown 
to-any- that- are not Strangers to the 
Writings of St. Hierome ; for ſome of 
whoſe Learned Comments on the 
Sctipture,we are Endebted to the Cha- 
titable Importunity of theit Requeſts. 
And even in Our Times,” that ſomuch 
Degenerate from the Primitive ones z 
how Eminent aStodent and Happy a 
Proficient in the Study - of the Bis 
ble, that Glory of Princeſſes, and the 
Envy of the Princes of her Time 2 
Queen Elizabeth, was , het Life and 
Reign ſufficiently declare, Het Siſter's 
Predeceflor. that Matchleſs Lady Fazt, 
who had all the Qualities the Beſt Pa- 
triots could deſire iti a Queefi , but an 
Unqueſtionable Tirle,4nd inwhoſe Sad 


Eudoxiaty 
Wife to 
the Em- 
perour 
Theodofur: 


Fate., beſides her Sex and the Graces 


that Enamour ours of it, -her Counttey;, 
Philoſophy, Virtue, and Religion, cat 
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all- ſuftain-:a -Loſs ,:: Was>4--Conſpi. | - 
cuous Studier:of the Infpir'd Books; 
wherein her Proſpered: Sedulouſneſ 
gave her an Underſtanding much a- 
bove her Ageand Sex-, tbough not a 
bove; her 'Vettue, | Arid'-belides Zy- 


doxia., there have been/divers othet 
. Perſons of the Higheſt Qyality of that 


Sex, andev'nſome of. thoſe on whom 
Nature or Fortfine , or rather Beauty 


or Providence- had conferr'd a Sovye: 


raignty , whom the Splendour , the 
Pleaſures ,- nor the Avocations ' of 
Counts. could not keep from Searching 
it». Gods: Word | Preſervatives againſt 
the Contagion of their Condition ; and 
partly Hiſtory, and partly ev'n Con- 


. yerſation have ſometimes with Delight 


made me Obſerve , how ſome of thoſe 
Celebrated Ladies, whoſe Fatal Beau- 
ties have made ſo many Idolaters,have 
Devoutly turn'd thoſe Fair Eyes, that 
Were, and Did ſuch Wonders , upofi 
thoſe Severe. Writings that Depre- 
tlateall but theBeauty of the Soul, from 
thoſe Flattering Aſcriptions: that Del- 
fy'd that of the Body. And*tis not tobe 
maryel''d at, that ſuch Readers as are 


por Infidels, by reading the Bible Once 
| . ; O 


ſhould 


 #hould be prevail'd with to r 
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ead it 
Oftner , not only becauſe of the Invi- 
ting Excellency of what it Teaches; 
but becauſe its Author do's: ſo Ear- 
neſtly init Enjoyn the Study of it, that 
ſcarce any can think the Negled of ir 


- no Fault}, ſave thoſe that are Guilty of 


it, Nor is their ſo Affiduous Peruſal 
of the Scripture ſo much to be Ma:- 
vell'd at, as Commended, in Perſons of 
that Softer Sex, which is perhaps more 
ſuſceptible than ours of Strong Impreſl- 
fions of Devotion, For ſure, if 'we 
Lov'd God., I do not ſay as we Ought 


tolove HIM, but asweCmn, and 


Do love Inferiour things, would huge- 
ly Endear the Scripture to.us, that the 


© Object of our Deyotion' is the Author 


of that Book When a True Flame , 
though bur for a Fading Objeet , doth 
once poſleſs a Fetvent Loyer's Breaſt g 
what a Fondneſs doth his Paſsion forhis: 
Miſtriſs give him for all things Rela- 


ted to her? Her Reſidencies, her Walks, 
her Colours, and the leaft Triftes thar 


have belonged to her, Exact a Kind- 
neſs that's not due to Trifles : though 
it be but for Preſenting to his Memo- 
ry it's almoſt only Objet, and refreſh- 

S-. _ ing 
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ing him with an Ideal in the Abſence 

of an Immediater Preſence of her, 
Bur if the Favour'd Amorift be Bleſt 
with any Lines Dignified by that Fair 
Hand (give me leave totalkof Lovers 
in their own Language ) eſpecially 
if they be Kind as well as Her's, 
how Afiduouſly , and with what Rap» 
tures do his greedy Eyes peruſe them, 
taſting each ſeveral Expreſſion with its 
own Tranſport z and finding in Each 
Line,at each New Reading, ſome New 
Delight or Excellency : This Welcom 
Letter grows ſooner Old than Stale, 
and all his tiyo frequeut Kifles have 
worn it to Tatters , (in which he Pre- 
ſerves it ,- if not Worſhips it too, as a 
Relique) with ſtill Freſh, and till In- 
fatiate Avidities doth the unweary'd 
Lover prize thar (too often, either De- 
 luding or Inſtgnificant) Writing, aboye 
rhe Nobleſt Raptures of Poets , and 
Liberalleſt Patents of Princes, and 
(not to Urge the Superſtitious Deyo- 
tion of our Worſhippers- of Relicks ) 
certainly if we had for God but Half 
as much Love as we Ought, or evn 
Pretend to have , we could not but 
Frequently (if not Tranſportedly)En- 
rertaln 
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tertain our ſelves with his Leayes ; 
which (as Parrhelions co the Sun) are 
at once his Writings and his Picture : 
both Expreſſing his Vaſt and Unmetri- 
ted Love to us ; and Exhibiting the 
moſt Approaching or leaſt Unreſem- 


bling Idea of our Beloved , that the* 


Deity hath fram'd for Mortals to ap- 
prehend, 'Twas the Devout Quartel of 
2 Devout Father ro ſome of the choi- 
ceſt Compoſures Antiquity hath left 
vs, that he could not find Chriſt Nam'd 
there, and if, as'tis not to be Donbted, 
divers of the Deyout Lady's I was 
Lately ſpeaking of , were of his Mind, 
ſure at that Rate they were not Ordi- 
narily Kind to the Scripturez where the 
| Prophets and the Apoſtles, thoſe Dar- 

ker and more Clear Evangeliſts , do ſo 
Unanimouſly and Aſhdyoufly Cele 

brate the Meſsiah, that when I Read 
and Confer them , Iſomerimes Fancy 

my ſelf preſent at our Saviour's Trium- 

phant Entrance into'Hieruſalem, where 


both Thoſe that went before him,and thoſe Mat. :t; 
that follow'd' after him , ſung Hoſannab 7, ., 


to the Sonof David. 


Nt iog i 
—— Whetefore, fince ev'n 


GreatWits , Great Princes, and Greax 
Beauty's , have nor ſtill by all thaſe 
S 3 Temp: 
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Expos'd them , been kept from being 
alſo Great Yoraties to the Scripture, it 
cannot Charitably be Doubred, bur 
that in Moſt Ages ſome Pious Perſons 
have been able to ſay Truly to God in 
Feremy's Terms, Thy Words were found, 
and I dideat them; andthy Word was to 
me the Foy and Rejoycing of mine Heart : 
and if the Perſons I Mention have been 
bur Few, I can attribute that Fewneſs 
but to the Paucity of Wiſe and Good 
Men; And as for Perſons of other 
Ranks, in Eccleſiaſtical Stories, the Tn- 
ſtances are not ſo Rare of the Addid- 
ednels of God's Children to his 
Word, but that we might thence pro- 
duce them almoſt in Throngs, if we 
had not Nebler Inducements to the 
Reading of the Inſpird Volume than 
Example : and if it were not Leſs to 
be Venerated, becanſeſo many: Saints 
have Study'dit, as becauſe the Study 
of it made many of thoſe men Saints , 
(I mean not Nominal bur Real ones: 
which we neednot much Wonder ar, 
whilſt ſuch a Saint, as Saint Paxl was, 
aſſures ns, that it is All of ic Dj- 
vinely Inſpir'd and Imptoveable to = 
, | | the 
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the Uſes Requiſite to the Entire Ac- 
.compliſhment of God's'Servants, But 
Theophilus , to Return to what I was 
formerly Diſcourſing of, the Transfor- 
ming Power the Scripture has upon 
many of its Readers , I muſt ſubjoyn, 
that though through the Goodneſs of 
God , theſe be farr more Nume- 


rous than the profeſſed Adverſaries and 


Contemners of the Scripture, yet theſe 
make not ſo Great a Part of thoſe that 
acknowledge the Bible, as it were well 
they did, becauſe both Experience and 
our Saviours Parable have ſufficient! 

taught us, that Good ſeed, do's not T 
wayes fall into Good ground , and that 
many Intervening Accidents may, atf- 
ter It has been ſown , make it Miſ- 


carry and prove Fruitleſs : But when 


You find. (as I fear You may bur 
too often) that the Scripture has not 
ppon its Readers, and Eſpecially 


upon thoſe that are Prophane , that - 


Power which Iſeem'd to Aſcribe tot, 
_ andwhich ic Ought to have 3 You may 
be pleas'd to Remember, that I plainly 
ſuppoſe in my fifth Anſwer, that thoſe 
to whom the Scripture is Addrels'g, 
myſt not be Culpably Indiſpos'd to be 
S 3 Wrought. 


0 oY ER 0 F - 
8, . « 
2 y 4 % 
Eat bd DI 23 
5875 2 
» 
* C 
- = 


3 


PIT 2» Ls -4 © Ay "95s Ce Ende ad &it haben irs” 4 >, ** 5 . "TH OO I PTE CO We ek rd ca ”y v 
- en OS At TL IE "I, #8 [Ye REI. 1 s Rr 2 obs ED og _ 
> } lth 2 "+" 9%» A of 8 g "fa 0 E227 et 07 LA ” 
4 0, * Þ 5s A. ox & Gato ef mo SS 7 3 & X WW, F 6 7 # 
J #2 et .# Y bf rt; * 

A A 

By S +.93 # . f A . 
0 bp f TIF "1 | 4 


"Wrought npon by It, W hi 
Prophane Petſorts are, I preſume You 


will eaſily Grant 3 For when our Sa- 
viour ſaid, that If a»y Man will do the 


Will of bim that ſent him , he ſhall know 


of the Dotrine, whether it be of God, or 
26: He clearly Intimates , that there 
is requir'd a Diſpoſition as well in the 
Eye of his Son! , (it Imay fo ſpeak) 
2s in the Obje& propos'd , "to make a 
Man Diſcern the Excellency and Ori- 
gination of what is Tanght , how Va- 
luable ſoeyer, Saint Paxl, ſpeaking of 
himſelf and other Pen-men and Tea- 
chers of the Scriptures , affirms , thar 
They {peak Wiſdom among them that are 
Perfett, (and though not this World's 
Wiſdome, Yet ) the Wiſdome of God 
in a Myſtery, even that Hiddenone which 
Codordain'd before the World , unto our 
Glory. But for theſe Scomners, tis ho 
Wonder they ſo Fruitlefly Read the 
Scripture, without Deſcrying any of - 
this Myſterious Wiſdome, it being 4 
Sentence of the Scripture it ſe;f , hat 4 
Scorner feekethWiſdome,andfindeth it | 
not, ( the Expreſsion is Odd in the 
Original , but Imuſt not ſtay to Def- 
cant upon it ) as the Sogomtes could 

25G NOE 


© - Style of the Þ. Seviptures. 237 7 
not find the Angels ,' when. once they Gen. 193 
ſought them to Proſtitute and Defile 5 ***- || 
them. - : 

But Beſides Prophane Wits, there 
are too many other Readers, who are _ 
( more or leſs) Guilty of Oppoſing 
the Reforming and Improving” Influ- 
ence of the Scripture , upon their own 
Hearts; either upon the Score of their 
not Safficiently Believing the Truths 
Contain'd in the Scripture, or upon 
that of their not Duly Pondering them, 
That Unbelief is the Fruittul Mother 


of more Sins than are wont to be im- 
| puted to it , and that many Baptiz'd 


Perſons are not free from greater De- 


' grees of it , than they are Suſpected of 


by others, or ev'n by themſelyes, I 
could here eaſily Maniteft , if I had 
not profeſſedly Diſcours'd of that Sub+ 
je& in another place, And indeed, 
there needs but a Comparing of moſt 
Men's Lives with the Promiſes and 
Threats held forth in the Scripture of 
no leſs than Everlaſting Joyes and 
Endleſs Torments, to make us believe 
that there are Multitudes of Profeſs'd 
Chriſtians, to whom may. be Apply'd 


what the Writer to the Hebrews ye 
al 
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of the perverſe Jewes of Old, That 
what they heard did not profit them, not 
beine mix'd with Faith in them that 
heard it , or (as the Greek will bear) 
becauſe they were not United by Faith 
to the things they heard, Bur this is 
not all , For oftentimes the Doctrines 
of the Scripture Loſe much of their 
Efficacy, ev'n where they are Cordi- 
ally beley'd, becauſe they are not ſuf- 
ficiently Laid to Heart, The Diſparity 
of the Influences of the Bare Belief and 
the Due Perpenſion of a Truth , is Me- 
thinks , Conſpicuous enough in Men's 
Thoughts of Death, For though, 
That rhey ſhall Dye-, is ſo Truly Be- 
liev'd , that it cannot Seriouſly be 
Doubted 3 Yet how doth Mens Inad- 
vertency make them Live Here, as if 
they. were to Do fo Alwayes ? where- 
2S when once Grace, Sickneſs, the 
Sight of a Dying Friend, or ſome 0- 
_ ther Tragick Spectacle, hath Seriouſly 
minded them of Death , 'tis Amazing 
to Obſerve how ſtrange an Alteration 
is produc'd in their Lives by the Active 
and Permanent Impreſſion of that One. 
Obvious and Unqueſtioned Truth, 
That thoſe Lives muſt have a Period 


and 


Thoughts of Death, contribute to Fic 
Men forit : it being ſo Imperious an 
Inducement to Deny Ungodly and 
Worldly Luſts , and to Live (@@govms 
1} Sine Ns ivoeCos iT vw alan , Sober- 
ly, Righteouſly , and Godly in this preſent 
Werld, that we muſt oneday Leave it ; 
that I Admire not much that Father's 
Celebrated Stritneſs and Auſterity , 
who tells us , that he Fancy 'd alwayes 
Sounding in his inward Ears, that 
Dreadful Alarum of , Sargite Mortns 
& Yenite ad Fadicinm. 

Yet Notwithſtanding the Indiſpo- 
ſition of many Readers to Reverence 
and Obey the Scripture, and Notwith- 
ſtanding that in Divers Paſſages of it, 
the Ornaments of Language are ( for 
Reaſons above ſpecify'd ) purpoſely. 
Declin'd 3 Yet we find not ,” but that 
the Scripture for all theſe Diſadvanta- 
ges, is by the Generality of irs Rea- 
ders, both Efteem'd and Obey'd at 
another gueſs Rate , than any other 


Book of Ethicks or Devotion” And. 


Multitudes ev'n of thoſe whoſe Paſh- 
ons, or Intereſts , will not ſuffer them 
to bein ſome Points Guided by $2 x 

Ot» 
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Mark. 
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bear. or PraRife divers things in Caſes 
wherein other Books would not: Pre- 
vail with them, As Herod, though'the 
Baptiſt could not perſwade. him to 
Quit his Heyodias , did yet upon Fohn's 


Preaching do Many other things, and 


— G—_—_— 


heard him: Gladly, - 
was going to fay , that we may noturn- 
fitly Apply to the Word -of God, 
what Divines have Obſerv'd of God 
the Word .; for as thoſe Accidents 
that Loudlieſt P;oclaim'd- our Saviours 
having Afſum'd our Human Nature 
and Infirmicies ., were attended with 
{ome Circumſtances, that Conſpicu: 
ouſly Arteſted his Divinity z ſo in 
thoſe Paſſages in which the Majeſty of 
the Authors Style is moſt veiled and 
Diſguis'd', there is yet ſome Peculiari- 
ty that Diſcloſes it, Bur I ſhall Leſs 
{cruple. totell You , that in. Divers of 
thoſe Paſſages in which the Holy 
Ghoſt (who in the Greek- Father's 
wonted Expreſsion,does often Cvyxere- 
beivew 1.gdy, fRoop to our Capacity, and 
as it were, Sink himſelf down Level, ) 
feems moſt to have Vouchſat'd a Con- 
defcenſion-to the Style of Men; and 
TONT to. 


Notwithſtanding Sway'd by 1t , £0 Þor- 
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- | to have Commianded his Secretaries, as 
8 He once did the Prophet Bſay , to 


Write , wx 5772 Be-charet Emnoſh, 
With ' a Mans Pen $ indivers of thoſe 
Very Places , I ſay, there is ſomething 
of ſo Awfull,and ſo Peculiarly His, that 
as the Sun, Ev'n when he Deſcends into 
the Weſt, remains ſtill Lucider than 
any of the Stars; ſo the Divine Inſpi- 
| rer of the Scriptures , ev'n when his 
Style ſeems moſt to Stoop ro our Cas 
pacities, doth yet Retain a Preroga- 
tive above meerly Human Writings; 
Known unto God are all his Works from 
the Beginning of the World, ſayes an 
Apoſtles and God , whoſe'Acrtribute 
is ro be xafhiny veoone 8 The Knower of 
Hearts , and whoſe Prerogative *tis to 
Form the Spirit of Man within him, 
Underſtandeth our Thoughts afar off. 
Certainly then, if we Conftder God as 
the Creator of our Souls , and ſo like- 
lieft ro Know, the Frame, and Springs, 
and Nature of his own Workman- 
ſhip 3 we ſhallmake but little Difh- 
culty to Believe that in the Book Wri- 
ten For, and Addreſs'd To Men, he 
hath Employ'd very Powerfull and 
Appropriated Means to Work — 

| them. 
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eis a ſtrange 
Moyingneſs, and , -if the Epithet be 


' not too Bold , a kind of Heavy nly Ma- 


gick to be found in ſome Paſſages of 
the Scripture , which is tobe found no 
where elſe; and will not eaſily be Bet- 
ter Expreſt than in the Proper Terms 
of the Scripture 3 For the Word of God, 
(ſayes It) ix Pruick and Powerfull , and 
Sharper than any Two-edged Sword, pier- 
eing even to the Dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit , and of the Foynts aud 
Marrow , and is a Diſcerner of the 
Thonghts and Intents of the Heat, 
W herefore, that Funizs, ( as Himſelf 
Relates) was Converted from a kind 
of Atheiſt to a Believer , upon the 
Reading of the Firſt Chapter of Fohs: 


- thata Rabbi , by his Qwn Confeſſion, 
was Converted from a Jew toa Chri- 
. ſtan, by the Reading of the Fifty third 


of Eſay;; 'that Saint Auſtin was chang'd 
from a Debauche into a Saint , by that 
Paſlage ef the 13th to the Romans and 
the 13th-Vetſe ; and.that another Fa- 
ther , whoſe Fear had made him Difſ- 
claim his Faith ,- burſt out. publickly 
into a Showr of Tears, upon the Oc+ 
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caltonal-Reading ' of the 16th Ve 
PO of 


of the Fi 


frieth Pſalm ; are Effeds, 
that I do not ſo much Admire, as I'do 


that Such are Produc'd no Oftner, And 
truly for my own Patt, the Reading of 


the Scripture hath Mov'd me more;and 


Sway'd me more Powerfully to all the 
Paſhons it would Infuſe, than the Wit- 
tieſt and Eloquenteſt Compoſares thar 
are Extant in our Own and ſomeother 
Languages. Nay , ſo Winning is the 
Majeſty of the Scripture, that many 
(like thoſe that fall in Love in Earneſt 
with the Ladies they firſt Coutred , 
bur out of (what the French call) Gal- 
lantrys ) who began to Read it our 
of Curiofity , have found rhemſelves 
Engag'd'to Continue that Exerciſeour 
of Conſcience : ' and not afew of thoſe, 


| that did at firſt Read the New Teſta- 


ment onely ro Learn ſome Unknown 
Language it is Tranſlated'into , or for 
ſome ſuch Trivial Purpoſe , have been 
by the Means that they Eleed, carri- 
ed beyond the End that they Deſign'd, 
and niet a Deſtiny not ill Reſembling 


that of Zacheus z who Climbing Up Luke 19: 


into a Sycamore Growing in our Savt- 2 KY ad 
* V. 10. 


our's Way, only to Look upon Him, 
paſs'd thence to be his Profelyte and 
WERa Convert; 


to 
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Convert; and to Entertain him J OY+ 
fully, both in his Houſe and Heaay, 
And though it be true that the Chr, 
ches Teſtimony be commonly onr 
Firſt, yer 'tis not alwayes-our Chief 
Inducement to believe the Diyinity of 
Holy: Writ s . it's own Natiye Prerq- 
]atives Heightning that into Faith , 
which the « - Authority left buc 
Opinion, - To which purpoſe I Re- 
member a Handſome Obſervation of 
ſome of the Antients ; that the Sam14- 
ritays that Firſt Believ'd in Chriſt ap. 
on the Womans Report y when after- 
wards.they were Bleſſed: with an Im 
mediate Converſation with himſelf, 
they Exultingly told -the Woman, 
Now we believe, not becauſe Ly, Say» - 


ing;, for we have heard him onr ſelves, 
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| z ev n where ic hath not 
Embelliſhments of Language , doth 
not Want them: being ſo much Re- 


| commended by its Imperious Per- 


ſwafiveneſs Without them , thar' it 
is more Ennobl'd by their Needleſs- 
neſs , than it would be , by. their 
AﬀMauence, And if to ſome Paſla- 
oes of Scripture , we muſt Apply 
that of Saint Paul , (whereby yer 
he thought to Recommend his Mini- 
ſry to the Coriathians) That his Speech 
and his Preaching was not with the En- 
ticing Words of May's Wiſdome , but 
i eawodit{ - TAS n X Noyes » WC 
may alſo Remember , that he ſub- 
joyns as the Reaſon that moy'd him 


4 to uſe this Plain and Unadorn'd Way 
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of Teaching his Corinthians , That their Verſe 5. 


Faith might not ſtand in the Wiſdome 
of Men , bat inthe Power of God, And 
truly the Efficacy and Operations of 
the Bible, - in CompaMſon of thoſe of 
all other Books, Duly conſtder'd , we 
may eſteem, that as God oftemtimes 
dorh in the Scripture , what in the 
Scripture he is {aid ro-Do , Draw ws 


| Pith the Cords of a Man', ( Paſſages 
Wreath'd with Flowers of 


Rhero- 
zxick ) 


ape”: 5 5 oo <2. 
x ad.» 
<LI ITS 4 - 
., W; - 
4 658 wo x "Ip F. a 
* 


: = "DEN OUR Sh = EEE 0 "oo, "OY k *-TOIe 0 Ea TOS: pe LOG + . , — Op 
many” RI png 2, As ES _ K 
300 +0 ; ; 
Varian | 


Vi. SY. LAUTULIILILIEL Li 


rick) ſoisirnot Unfir, thathe ſhould | 
ſometimes: Employ Expreſſions, that | 
Carrying away our Obedience , our 
Reverence , and our Aflent in ſpite 
of our Indiſpoſitions to them, might 
Manifeſt their Derivation from him, 
who is not Ty'd to ſuch Means as Men 
would think Neceflary , but can com- 
paſs his Ends as well By as With- 
out any : Nor can I often Confider 
the Inſtances Experience affords us of 
the Efficacy of many Texts, (which 
ſome that Pretend to Eloquence ac- 
cuſe of having None) without ſome- 
times calling to mind , how in the 
Book of Nature God has Veil'd in 
an Obſcure and Homely Stone an At- 
tractiveneſs ( Unyouchſaft'd. ro Diz-. 
monds and Rubies ) which the Stub- Þ 
borneſt of Metals do's Obſequiouſly 
acknowledge, And as the Load-ſtone 
not onely Draws what the ſparkling 
Jewels can not move, but Draws 
ſtronglier , where Arm'd with Tron, 
than Crown'd with Silver: ſo the'Scrip- 
ture, not onely is Moyinger thanthe 
Glitteringſt Human Styles , but hath 
oftentimes a. Potenter-'Influence on 


Men ig thoſe Paſſages that ſeem quite 


Deſticute 


"gn CRY 


' Deſtituce of Ornaments., 
' thoſe where Rhetorick is Conſpicu- 


OTE 
P25, 
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than in 


r 


ous. | 
. . T ſhould now, Theophilus, imme- 


diately Paſs on to the, other things 
Iam to' Diſcourſe to You-of , con- 
cerning the Scripture , but that the 
Curioſity wherewith You. are wont 
to take Notice of my Practices, and 
to make Enquiries after my Private 
Opinions, -makes me Imagine , You 
telling me, that Ido often Read, and 
do much oftner Commend Books of 
Devotion , Notwithſtanding all the 
Prerogatives I have Attributed to the 
Scripture z Wherefore to this I ſhall 


Anſwer , that I Eſteem indeed the 
| Truths of Scripture , ſo Important and 


Valuable , that I cannot be Troubl'd 
to ſee them Preſented tous in Variety 
of Dreſſes, that we may the more 
Frequently and the more Attentively 
take Notice of them, And though 
ſome Devout Compoſures areſo Un- 
Skilfully Written, #s to bemuch Fit- 
ter to Expreſs the Devotijon of the - 
Writer, than to Excite it inthe Rea- 
der, yet there are others ſo Hand- 


ſomely, and ſo Parhetically Pen'd, 
E T that 


The Con- 
clufion of 
one Part 
of the 
Diſcourſe 


COncer- 


ning the 


$cripture 
and the 

Tranſftti - 
on to the 
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that a Good Man can ſcarce Read 
them without Growing Better', - and 
'ev'n a Bad Man muſt bevery Much 
ſo, without becomming Leſs fo by 


Peruſtng them, Nor do'l at all De- 
+ fign to Diſparage Books of Devo- 


#c:le, 12. 
1. 


tion , when 1 Preferr the Scripture to 
them, that being ſo Noble and Match-'' 
leſs a Work, that a Book may At- 
tain to a High Degree of Excellence , 
whilſt it Remains Inferihur to the 
Scripture, 'of whoſe Preheminencies 
I have already on ſeveral Occaſions 
Nam'd Divers- to You; And there- 
fore ſhall at prefent onely Recommend 
to Your Obſervation this one Advan- 
tage of the Scripture , ev'nas-to thoſe 
things that are alſo to be met within 
other Books of Devotion, - That if 
the- Words of the Wiſe be ('as Solomon 
tells us they.are) like Nails faſtned by 
the Maſters of the Aſſemblies , the (elf 
ſame Nail muſt enter Leſs or Deeper 
according to the Strength of the hand 
that Drives it in ; And: Doubtleſs, 
any Dodrine Believ'd to come from 
God , in the ſame Terms it is Deli- 
ver'd to us, is like to be Entertain'd 
with a Deeper and Obſequiouſer Re- 
| ſpe, 
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; Reception of the Goſpel, Sayes , That *3: 


Þpe&', Concurrently whereunto, the 
Apoſtle to ſer. forth the Theflalonians r Thed 2. | 


they receiv'd it not as the Word of 
Men , * but ( as zt is in Truth ) the 
Word of God. Aiter which it is no 
"Wonder he could immediately ſub- 
joyn, that 1t did alſo effeciually work 
 #n them that Believed, And though ir 
bevery-tcrue that the Forreignefs and 
Obſcurity of ſome Texts will Require 
as. well as the Teeming Richnels of 
others will Bear , their being Alledg'd 
in Words much more Numerous than 
thoſe whoſe Involy'd or Contracted 
Senſes they.are to Diſplay, Yetis ir 
alſo as True, that Men do not unfre- 
quently Miſtake themfelves in think- 
ing to Deliver the Holy Ghoſt's Con- 
ceptions in Fitter Terms than his Own, 
the proper Pieciſe Expieffions of 
Scripture being oftentimes ſo Pathe- 
tical and Sinewy, that he that Stretches 
them, Enervates them , and -Paraphra- 
ſes, though Handſome, do- as. much 
Wrong them , as a Mixture.of Silver, 
though no Ignoble Metal, does Wrong 
an Ingot of Gold, ' And though ſome 
Texts like Pearls Loſe indeed of their 
iy T 2 Pcautys 
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| Beauty , but Operate, and are Admi- | 
niſter'd more Succeſsfully Beaten to 
Powder, or with other Cordial Ingre- 
dients made up info a ConfeRion , yet 
divers Sacred Expreſſions do like Dia- 
monds Lofe both their Sparkling Lu- 
| fre, and Engraving Faculty , when 
ground to Duſt , and loſe more in 
their Entireneſs and Form than can 
be Recompenc'd by any Addition, 
And truly, as to my Own patticular, 
no Book of Devotion doth Conſtantly 
Aﬀect me fo Powertully as the Bible, 
And whereas I am of fo: Nice a Pa- 
late, that in my Eſteem Compoſares 
of that Kind ſtill Loſe atthe Second 
Reading, inthe Inſpired Volume, Fa- 
miliaricy breeds not Contempt but Re- 
yerence (and I Like a Book., Acquain- 
rance ſti!l Endears, )When T firſt began 
Atrentively ro Read rhe Scripture, and 
(according romy Cuſtom when T Read 
Books, whereof 1 have a Promiſing 
ExpeRation ) ro Mark in the Margin 
the Paſſages that ſeem'd to Deſerve a 
. Peculiar Notice or Refletion,I-mark'd , 
bur hete *and there ſome Verſes in a 
Chaptet, bur when upon a Greater 'Pa- 
miliarity-with che Idiotiſms., 'the Senle, 
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and the Applcabenh of ypooil 1 
came' to Reſurvey it, I then in ſome 
places Mark'dche Whole Chapter,and 
1 Moſt others left much Fewer Texts 
than before Unfurniſh'd with ſome 
Mark of Reference, And whereas at 
my Entrance I took even the Choiceſt 
part of the Bible to be at Beſt bur 
like ſome 7dian Province , wherein 
though Mines and Gems were more 
Abundant than-in Other Countreys , 
yet-they were but Sparingly to be mer 
here and there : after a Competent 
Stay my Enſuing Peruſals Preſented it 
me, if not as a Royal Fewel made up 
of Gold and. Precious Stones ', yer 
( which is Gloriouſer ) like Aaron's 
Breaſt-plate, a Sacred Jewel , the 
Particular InſtruQtions for which were 
given by God himſelf, and which, be- 

tides $-</ Various Number of flaming 

Gems fet in fine Gold, and plac'd in 
 aMyſterious Order , was Ennobl'd by | 
that Urim and Thummin, wherein God 

* wyouchſaPd-ro Reveal himfelf to Mor- 
rals, and- was Adorn'd with ſo 'much 
cunning Workin Gold , Blue, Purple, 
Scarlet and fine Twin'd Linnen;, -thac 
the "Contrivance and Workmanſhip 
ent 
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lenta;Luſtre: to the Glirtering. Mate- 
rials, without being Obſcur'd by them, 
This Experiment keeps me from Won- 
dring to find inthe Inſpired:Poets-De- 
ſcription of the Man he Attributes a 
Bleſſedneſs to, that his Chaphatz is in 
the Law of the Lord, and in his Law will 
he Meditate day and nicht, For the 
Word other Tranſlations reader Yo- 
luntas & Studizm , our's | Engliſhes 
Delight, an indeed the Hebrew tan 
will bear both Senſes , and ſeems there 
Emphartically to. fignifie a. Study re- 
leniſh'd with fo much Delight to 
the. Devout and Intelligent Profecu- . 
tors of it, that like the Hallelujahs of 
the Bleſſed *cis at once a Duty and a 
Pleaſure, an Exerciſe and a Recom- 
pence of Piety. And indeed , if Gods 
Blefling upon the Devout Chriſtian's 
Study of that Book do ( according to 
the Pſalmiſts Prayer ) upon bis Eyes 


to diſcern the \x79) Niplaet , Hid- 


den Wonders contain'din it, He ſhould, 
in Imitation of him that in the ſame - 


'Plalm ſayes of his God ,- I rejoyce 4f 


thy. Word, as onethat findeth great ſpoil, 


be as Satisfy'd as Navigators that Diſ- 


And I 
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2”. Stylxof theÞ, Script: 
| muſt confeſs, that when ſometimes 
with the Apoſtles: in' the -Mount, I 
Contemplate Moſes and _ 
with Chriſt , I mean the Law a 
Prophets Symphonizing with the Gof- 
pel , I cannot' but ('Reſemblingly 
Tranſported with a like Motive.) Ex- 
claim with Peter » 48 good for Pe Mat.n7, * 
to be here , andceaſe to think the Pſal- 14+ - 
miſt an Hyperboliſt , for comparing 
the Tranſcendent Sweetneſs of Gods 
Word to that Inferiour one ) of ' 
Honey , which is Likeit, in nothing PA: "19. 3 
more, than in that, of both their Sua- **** 23+ 4 
vities , Experience gives_much Ag- 
yentageouſer Notions than Deſcrip- 
tions-can, ES 
But Theophilus,npon Condition You 
will nor call this Excurſion of Your 
Own occafioning a Fir of Devotion , 
-I will no longer Detain You on one 
Subjet , but forthwith Proceed to 
Diſcourſe of thoſe Other things that 
ITam to conſider jn the Scripture be- 
Tides the”Style For choneh this be 
Such as I have been Repreſenting ir, 
| yet I hope we ſhall in our Progreſs 
find, that *twill be far leſs Fit to Ap- 
ply to this Matchleſs Book thar of the 
Heathen Poet, * 


Materiam - 
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Meterim fqn pus — 


Than that Sacred one of the Plalmiſt, 

Where he as well ayes that the Kings 

Pſalm 45. Dayghter 35 4H'G bnbas within , as that 
_ VO is of wrought Gola, 


